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PREFACE 

THE  BUREAU  OF  JEWISH  EDUCATION  presents  the  Book 
of  Genesis  as  the  first  of  a  series  of  translations  from  Jewish 
classic  literature  for  children. 
It  is  a  common  and  lamented  fact  that  most  Jewish  children  in 
America  are  not  taught  to  read  the  Bible  with  appreciation  and 
pleasure.  Conditions  in  this  country  are  such  that  very  few  children 
ever  become  proficient  enough  in  Hebrew  for  an  understanding  of  the 
Bible  in  the  original,  and  thus  far,  very  little  has  been  done  to  teach 
the  Bible  text  in  English.  The  Bible  stories  taught  in  Jewish  Sun- 
day Schools  and  homes  cannot  take  the  place  of  the  Bible  text.  As 
stories,  the  Bible  narratives  have  to  compete  with  fairy  tales,  with 
Wild  West  thrillers,  with  tales  of  general  history  and  adventure,  and 
with  the  whole  host  of  attractive  stories  offered  to  the  modern  Jewish 
child ;  and  frequently  the  Bible  narratives  lose  in  the  competition. 
Only  through  the  text  itself  can  children  get  a  glimpse  into  the  over- 
powering genuineness,  the  enduring  beauty  of  style,  the  primal 
simplicity  of  emphasis,  the  terse  vigor,  which  make  the  Bible  a 
supremely  great  literature.  The  American  Jew  who  has  not  been 
taught  the  Bible  text  in  childhood  can  rarely  train  himself  to  read 
the  Bible  in  later  life,  because,  even  in  its  English  translation,  he 
finds  the  text  strange,  the  diction  quaint  and  unfamiliar,  the  phrase- 
ology monotonous  and  the  contents  confusing.  Clearly,  if  the  Bible 
is  to  have  real  meaning  to  American  Jews,  it  must  be  taught  in 
childhood  as  text,  if  not  in  the  original  Hebrew,  at  least  in  the 
American  Jewish  translation. 

This  applies  with  even  greater  force  to  the  other  Jewish  classics: 
the  Apocrypha,  the  Mishnah,  the  Gemarah  (the  Halacha  and  the 
Agadah),  the  Midrash,  Mediaeval  and  Modern  Hebrew  literature. 
They  are  bound  to  remain  closed  and  meaningless  to  American  Jews, 
without  influence  in  their  lives,  unless  taught  either  in  the  original 
text  or  in  an  English  version.  To  be  sure,  when  presented  to  children, 
these  classics,  even  more  than  the  Bible,  need  abridgement  and  selec- 
tion. In  the  past  few  decades,  there  has  been  considerable  progress  in 
the  publication  of  books  designed  to  meet  this  need  in  the  Hebrew 


Schools.  These  books  present  the  literature  of  the  Jews,  abridged 
and  carefully  selected,  in  the  original  Hebrew.  But  for  the  majority 
of  American  children  who  know  no  Hebrew,  practically  nothing  has 
appeared  thus  far  that  would  familiarize  them,  in  translation  at  least, 
with  Jewish  classic  literature.  Jewish  educators  believe  that  both 
the  method  and  the  spirit  of  teaching  in  the  Sunday  Schools,  in  the 
Jewish  homes,  and  for  backward  children  in  the  Talmud  Torahs  and 
Hebrew  Schools  as  well,  could  be  revolutionized  by  the  use  of  a  series 
of  Jewish  classics  in  translation,  selected  from  the  Bible,  the  Talmud, 
the  Midrash,  and  from  the  Mediaeval  and  Modern  Hebrew  writers. 

In  this  Book  of  Genesis,  the  first  of  the  proposed  series  of  Juvenile 
Classics,  the  text  follows  carefully  the  American  Jewish  translation 
of  the  Bible  published  by  the  Jewish  Publication  Society.  In  abridging 
the  text,  lists  of  names  and  genealogies  have  been  omitted,  together 
with  passages  that  either  in  content  or  in  language  are  beyond  the 
grasp  of  the  child's  mind.  The  numerous  illustrations  were  selected, 
not  as  mere  embellishments,  but  to  make  the  text  clearer  to  the 
young  readers.  Illustrations  showing  the  customs  and  manners  of 
biblical  times  have  been  particularly  favored.  The  book  is  annotated 
with  very  brief  footnotes  which  attempt  neither  interpretation  nor 
scholarliness ;  they  are  designed  to  aid  the  children  with  verbal  diffi- 
culties in  the  text  and  to  explain  customs  and  manners.  While  the 
Bible  text  has  been  strictly  adhered  to,  the  chapter  divisions  have  not 
been  kept,  because  it  was  felt  that  by  regrouping  the  stories  the  text 
is  made  more  readable  and  more  attractive  for  children. 

The  series  of  Juvenile  Classics  is  dedicated  to  and  named  for  the 
late  Prof.  Israel  Friedlaender,  who  died  a  martyr  in  the  Ukraine; 
not  only  because  of  his  long  association  with  the"  Bureau  of  Jewish 
Education,  as  trustee  and  as  one  of  its  leaders,  but  more  especially 
because  he  helped  to  edit  and  annotate  this  Book  of  Genesis.  Prof. 
Friedlaender,  who  had  the  Chair  in  Bible  Exegesis  in  the  Jewish 
Theological  Seminary  of  America,  loved  Jewish  children  and  loved 
the  Bible.  It  is  significant  that  preparing  a  Bible  text  for  American 
children  should  have  been  one  of  the  last  acts  of  his  life.  Prof. 
Friedlaender 's  spirit  lives  after  him  in  the  Juvenile  Classics,  as  it 
does  in  the  many  other  activities  for  the  American  Jewish  Youth  to 
which  he  gave  impetus  and  guidance  during  his  life  of  sacrifice  and 
noble  effort, 
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WHEN  THE  WORLD   WAS   NEW 

In  the  beginning  God  created  the  heaven  and  the 
earth.  Now  the  earth  was  unformed  and  empty 
and  darkness  was  upon  the  face  of  the  deep;  and 
the  spirit  of  God  hovered  over  the  face  of  the 
waters.  And  God  said:  'Let  there  be  light.'  And 
there  was  light.  And  God  saw  the  light,  that  it 
was  good;  and  God  divided  the  light  from  the 
darkness.  And  God  called  the  light  Day,  and  the 
darkness  He  called  Night.  And  there  was  evening 
and  there  was  morning,  one  day. 


"  ' 


And  God  said :  'Let  there  be  a  firmament '  in  the 


i  An  expanse  o£  heaven ;  the  sky. 
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midst  of  the  waters,  and  let  it  divide  the  waters 
from  the  waters.'  And  God  made  the  firmament, 
and  divided  the  waters  which  were  under  the 
firmament  from  the  waters  which  were  above  the 
firmament;  and  it  was  so.  And  God  called  the 
firmament  Heaven.  And  there  was  evening  and 
there  was  morning,  a  second  day. 

And  God  said:  'Let  the  waters  under  the  heaven 
be  gathered  together  unto  one  place,  and  let  the 
dry  land  appear.'    And  it  was  so.    And  God  called 


the  dry  land  Earth,  and  the  gathering  together  of 
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the  waters  called  He  Seas;  and  God  saw  that  it  was 
good. 

And  God  said:  'Let  the  earth  put  forth  grass, 
herb  yielding  seed,  and  fruit-tree  bearing  fruit 
upon  the  earth.'  And  it  was  so.  And  the  earth 
brought  forth  grass,  herb  yielding  seed,  after  its 

r^; " 


kind,  and  tree  bearing  fruit  after  its  kindla;  and 
God  saw  that  it  was  good.  And  there  was  evening 
and  there  was  morning,  a  third  day. 

And  God  said :  'Let  there  be  lights  in  the  firma- 
ment of  the  heaven  to  divide  the  day  from  the 

la  Each  according  to  its  kind. 


GENESIS 

night;  and  let  them  he  for  signs,  and  for  seasons, 
and  for  days  and  years 2 ;  and  let  them  be  for  lights 
in  the  firmament  of  the  heaven  to  give  light  upon 
the  earth.'  And  it  was  so.  And  God  made  the 
two  great  lights:  the  greater  light  to  rule  the  day, 


and  the  lesser  light  to  rule  the  night :  and  the  stars. 
And  God  set  them  in  the  firmament  of  the  heaven 
to  give  light  upon  the  earth,  and  to  rule  over  the 
day  and  over  the  night,  and  to  divide  the  light  from 

2  Tltat  is,  let  the  lights  in  the  sky  distinguish  between  the  clay  and 
the  night  and  between  spring,  summer,  autumn,  and  winter. 
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the  darkness :  and  God  saw  that  it  was  good.  And 
there  was  evening  and  there  was  morning,  a  fourth 
day. 

And  God  said:  Xet  the  waters  swarm  with 
swarms  of  living  creatures,  and  let  fowl  fly  above 
the  earth  in  the  open  firmament  of  heaven.'  And 
God  created  the  "Teat  sea-monsters,  and  everv  liv- 


ing creature  that  creepeth,  wherewith23  the  waters 
swarmed,  after  its  kind,  and  every  winged  fowl, 
after  its  kind ;  and  God  saw  that  it  was  good.  And 
God  blessed  them,  saying:  'Be  fruitful,  and  multi- 
ply, and  fill  the  waters  in  the  seas,  and  let  fowl 


5a  With  which. 
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multiply  in  the  earth.'    And  there  was  evening  and 
there  was  morning,  a  fifth  day. 

And  God  said:  'Let  the  earth  bring  forth  the 


living  creature,  after  its  kind,  cattle,  and  creeping 
thing,  and  beast  of  the  earth,  after  its  kind.'  And 
it  was  so.  And  God  made  the  beast  of  the  earth 
after  its  kind,  and  the  cattle,  after  their  kind,  and 
every  thing  that  creepeth  upon  the  ground,  after  its 
kind;  and  God  saw  that  it  was  good.  And  God 
said:  'Let  us  make  man  in  our  image,  after  our 
likeness ;  and  let  them  have  dominion 3  over  the  fish 


3  That  is,  let  them  rule. 
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of  the  sea,  and  over  the  fowl  of  the  air,  and  over  the 
cattle,  and  over  all  the  earth,  and  over  every  creep- 
ing thing  that  creepeth  upon  the  earth.'  And  God 
created  man  in  His  own  image,  in  the  image  of 
God  created  He  him;  male  and  female  created  He 
them.  And  God  blessed  them;  and  God  said  unto 
them:  'Be  fruitful,  and  multiply,  and  fill  the 
earth,  and  subdue  it;  and  have  dominion  over  the 
fish  of  the  sea,  and  over  the  fowl  of  the  air,  and 
over  every  living  thing  that  creepeth  upon  the 
earth.' 

And  it  was  so.  And  God  saw  everything  that 
He  had  made,  and,  behold,  it  was  very  good.  And 
there  was  evening  and  there  was  morning,  the  sixth 
day. 

And  the  heaven  and  the  earth  were  finished, 
and  all  the  host  of  them.  And  on  the  seventh  day 
God  finished  His  work  which  He  had  made;  and 
He  rested  on  the  seventh  day  from  all  His  work 
which  He  had  made.  And  God  blessed  the  seventh 
day,  and  hallowed  it;  because  in  it  He  rested  from 
all  His  work  which  God  in  creating  had  made.4 


4  This  whole  passage,  beginning  with  ' '  And  the  heaven  and  the 
earth  were  finished, "  is  part  of  the  prayer  called  Kiddush,  which 
is  recited  on  Friday  evenings  over  the  wine  cup. 

The  Seventh  day  of  the  week,  Saturday,  is  therefore  called  the 
Sabbath  day  because  Shabbath,  in  Hebrew,  means  "He  rested." 
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THE  MOST  BEAUTIFUL  GARDEN 
ON  EARTH 

And  the  Lord  God  planted  a  garden  eastward, 
in  Eden ;  and  there  He  put  the  man  whom  He  had 
formed.  And  out  of  the  ground  made  the  Lord 
God  to  grow  every  tree  that  is  pleasant  to  the  sight, 
and  good  for  food ;  the  tree  of  life  also  in  the  midst 
of  the  garden,  and  the  tree  of  the  knowledge  of 
good  and  evil.  And  a  river  went  out  of  Eden  to 
water  the  garden;  and  from  thence  it  was  parted, 
and  became  four  heads1.  And  the  Lord  God  took 
the  man,  and  put  him  into  the  garden  of  Eden  to 
take  care  of  it  and  to  keep  it.  And  the  Lord  God 
commanded  the  man,  saying:  'Of  every  tree  of  the 
garden  thou  may  est  freely  eat ;  but  of  the  tree  of  the 
knowledge  of  good  and  evil,  thou  shalt  not  eat  of 
it;  for  in  the  day  that  thou  eatest  thereof la  thou 
shalt  surely  die.' 

And  the  Lord  God  said:  'It  is  not  good  that  the 
man  should  be  alone ;  I  will  make  him  a  helplb  lit  for 
him.'  And  out  of  the  ground  the  Lord  God  formed 
every  beast  of  the  field,  and  every  fowl  of  the  air; 
and  brought  them  unto  the  man  to  see  what  he 
would  call  them;  and  whatsoever  the  man  would 
call  every  living  creature,  that  was  to  be  the  name 
thereof.    And  the  man  gave  names  to  all  cattle,  and 

l  Branches. 

la  Of  it. 

lb  That  is,  a  companion  to  help  him. 
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to  the  fowl  of  the  air,  and  to  every  beast  of  the  field ; 
but  for  Adam 2  there  was  not  found  a  help  fit  for 
him.  And  the  Lord  God  caused  a  deep  sleep  to 
fall  upon  the  man,  and  he  slept;  and  He  took  one 
of  his  ribs,  and  closed  up  the  place  with  flesh  instead 
thereof.  And  the  rib,  which  the  Lord  God  had 
taken  from  the  man,  made  He  a  woman,  and 
brought  her  unto  the  man.  And  the  man  said: 
'This  is  now  bone  of  my  bones,  and  flesh  of  my 
flesh;  she  shall  be  called  Woman,  because  she  was 
taken  out  of  Man.'3  And  they  were  both  naked, 
the  man  and  his  wife,  and  were  not  ashamed. 

Now  the  serpent  was  more  cunning  than  any  beast 
of  the  field  which  the  Lord  God  had  made.  And 
he  said  unto  the  woman:  'Yea,  hath  God  said:  Ye 
shall  not  eat  of  any  tree  of  the  garden?'  And  the 
woman  said  unto  the  serpent:  'Of  the  fruit  of  the 
trees  of  the  garden  we  may  eat ;  but  of  the  fruit  of 
the  tree  which  is  in  the  midst  of  the  garden,  God 
hath  said:  Ye  shall  not  eat  of  it,  neither  shall  ye 
touch  it,  lest  ye  die.'  And  the  serpent  said  unto  the 
woman:  'Ye  shall  not  surely  die;  for  God  doth 
know  that  in  the  day  ye  eat  thereof,  then  your  eyes 
shall  be  opened,  and  ye  shall  be  as  God,  knowing 


2  The  name  of  the  first  man  is   derived  from  the  Hebrew  word 
Adama,  meaning  "ground." 

3  The  Hebrew  word  for  woman  is  Ishah,  and  is  derived  here  from 
the  word  Ish,  which  signifies  ' '  man.  "■  '--._•.' 
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good  and  evil.'  And  when  the  woman  saw  that  the 
tree  was  good  for  food,  and  that  it  was  a  delight 
to  the  eyes,  and  that  the  tree  was  to  be  desired  to 
make  one  wise,  she  took  of  the  fruit  thereof,  and 
did  eat;  and  she  gave  also  unto  her  husband  with 


her,  and  he  did  eat.     And  the  eyes  of  them  both 
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were  opened,  and  they  knew  that  they  were  naked ; 
and  they  sewed  fig-leaves  together,  and  made  them- 
selves girdles. 


x  » y 


And  they  heard  the  voice  of  the  Lord  God 
walking  in  the  garden  toward  the  cool  of  the  day 4 ; 
and  the  man  and  his  wife  hid  themselves  from  the 
presence  of  the  Lord  God  amongst  the  trees  of 
the  garden.  And  the  Lord  God  called  unto  the 
man,  and  said  unto  him:   'Where  art  thou?'4a    And 


4  That  is,  towards  evening. 
4a  Where  are  vou  ? 
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he  said:     'I  heard  Thy  voice  in  the  garden,  and 
I  was  afraid,  because  I  was  naked;  and  I  hid 


myself.'  And  He  said:  'Who  told  thee  that  thou 
wast  naked?  Hast  thou  eaten  of  the  tree,  whereof 
I  commanded  thee  that  thou  shouldst  not  eat?'  And 
the  man  said:    'The  woman  whom  Thou  gavest  to 
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be  with  me,  she  gave  me  of  the  tree,  and  I  did  eat.' 
And  the  Lord  God  said  unto  the  woman:  'What 
is  this  thou  hast  done?'  And  the  woman  said:  'The 
serpent  persuaded  me,  and  I  did  eat.' 

And  the  Lord  God  said  unto  the  serpent: 
'Because  thou  hast  done  this,  cursed  art  thou  from 
among  all  cattle,  and  from  among  all  beasts  of  the 
field;  upon  thy  belly  shalt  thou  go,  and  dust  shalt 
thou  eat  all  the  days  of  thy  life.  And  I  will  put 
hatred  between  thee  and  the  woman,  and  between 
thy  seed 5  and  her  seed ;  they  shall  bruise  thy  head, 
and  thou  shalt  bruise  their  heel.' G 

Unto  the  woman  He  said :  'I  will  greatly  multiply 
thy  pain;  in  pain  thou  shalt  bring  forth  children.' 

And  unto  Adam  He  said:  'Because  thou  hast 
hearkened  unto  the  voice  of  thy  wife,  and  hast  eaten 
of  the  tree,  of  which  I  commanded  thee,  saying: 
Thou  shalt  not  eat  of  it;  cursed  be  the  ground  for 
thy  sake;  in  toil  shalt  thou  eat  of  it  all  the  days  of 
thy  life.  Thorns  also  and  thistles  shall  it  bring 
forth  to  thee;  and  thou  shalt  eat  the  herb  of  the 


5  Children. 

6  That  is,  man  and  snake  shall  try  to  destroy  each  other. 
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field.     In  the  sweat  of  thy  brow  shalt  thou  eat 
bread,  till  thou  return  unto  the  ground,7  for  out 


of  it  wast  thou  taken;  for  dust  thou  art,  and  unto 
dust  shalt  thou  return.' 

And  the  man  called  his  wife's  name  Eve;  because 
she  was  the  mother  of  all  living.8  And  the  Lord 
God  made  for  Adam  and  for  his  wife  garments 
of  skins,  and  clothed  them. 

And  the  Lord  God  said:  'Behold,  the  man  is 
become  as  one  of  us,  to  know  good  and  evil;  and 
now,  he  may  perhaps  put  forth  his  hand,  and  take 
also  of  the  tree  of  life,  and  eat,  and  live  for  ever.' 
Therefore  the  Lord  God  sent  him  forth  from  the 
garden  of  Eden,  to  till  the  ground  from  whence  he 

7  That  is,  until  you  die. 

8  "Eve, "  which  is  pronounced  Havah  in  Hebrew,  means  "Life. " 
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was  taken.     So  He  drove  out  the  man;  and  He 


placed  at  the  east  of  the  garden  of  Eden  the  cheru- 
bim 9,  and  the  flaming  sword  which  turned  every 
way,  to  keep93  the  way  to  the  tree  of  life. 

9  The  name  of  a  certain  kind  of  angels, 
9a  To  guard. 
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THE    FIRST    MURDER 

And  Eve  bore  Cain,  and  said:  'I  have  gotten 
a  man  with  the  help  of  the  Lord/  1  And  again  she 
bore  his  brother  Abel.  And  Abel  was  a  keeper  of 
sheep,  but  Cain  was  a  tiller  of  the  ground.  And  in 
the  course  of  time  it  came  to  pass,  that  Cain 
brought  of  the  fruit  of  the  ground  an  offering  unto 
the  Lord.  And  Abel,  he  also  brought  of  the  first- 
lings of  his  flock  and  of  the  fat  thereof.  And  the 
Lord  had  respect2  unto  Abel  and  to  his  offering; 


but   unto   Cain   and  to  his   offering   He   had  not 
respect.    And  Cain  was  very  angry,  and  his  coun- 

1  "I  have  gotten"  is  in  Hebrew  Eanithi,  which  is  similar  in  sound 
to  the  name  Cain. 

2  That  is,  paid  attention,  accepted. 
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tenance  fell.3  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  they  were 
in  the  field,  that  Cain  rose  up  against  Abel  his 
brother,  and  slew  him. 

And  the  Lord  said  unto  Cain:     'Where  is  Abel 
thv  brother?'    And  he  said:    'I  know  not;  am  I  mv 


;"4 


brother's   keeper?'     And   He   said:      'What   hast 
thou  done?    the  voice  of  thv  brother's  blood  crieth 


3  That  is,  he  looked  disappointed. 
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unto  Me  from  the  ground.  And  now  cursed  art 
thou  from  the  ground,  which  hath  opened  her  mouth 
to  receive  thy  brother's  blood  from  thy  hand.  When 
thou  tillest  the  ground,  it  shall  not  henceforth  yield 
unto  thee  her  strength3*;  a  fugitive  and  a  wanderer 
shalt  thou  be  in  the  earth.' 

And  Cain  said  unto  the  Lord:  'My  punishment 
is  greater  than  I  can  bear.  Behold,  Thou  hast 
driven  me  out  this  day  from  the  face  of  the  land3b; 
and  from  Thy  face  shall  I  be  hid;  and  I  shall  be  a 
fugitive  and  a  wanderer  in  the  earth;  and  it  will 
come  to  pass,  that  whosoever  findeth  me  will  slay 
me.'  And  the  Lord  said  unto  him:  'Therefore 
whosoever  slayeth  Cain,  vengeance  shall  be  taken 
on  him  sevenfold.'  And  the  Lord  set  a  sign  for 
Cain,  lest  any  finding  him  should  smite  him.4 

And  Cain  went  out  from  the  presence  of  the 
Lord,  and  dwelt  in  the  land  of  Nod,  on  the  east  of 
Eden. 

And  Adam's  wife  bore  another  son,  and  called 
his  name  Seth:  'for  God  hath  appointed5  me 
another  seed  instead  of  Abel;  for  Cain  slew  him.' 

And  all  the  days  that  Adam  lived  were  nine 
hundred  and  thirty  years;  and  he  died. 

3a  That  is,  its  fruit  or  produce. 

3b  That  is,  from  any  one  place  in  the  land. 

4  That  is,  God  placed  a  mark  on  Cain's  forehead  to  warn  people 
not  to  kill  him. 

5  "Hath  appointed,"  in  Hebrew  Shath,  is  similar  in  sound  to  the 
name  Seth. 
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And  Lamech  *  lived  a  hundred  and  eighty-two 
years,  and  begot  a  son.  And  he  called  his  name 
Noah,  saying:  'This  same  shall  comfort  us2  in  our 
work  and  in  the  toil  of  our  hands,  which  cometh 
from  the  ground  which  the  Lord  hath  cursed.' 

This  is  the  story  of  Noah.  Noah  was  in  his 
generations  3  a  man  righteous  and  whole-hearted ; 
Noah  walked  with  God.4  And  Noah  begot  three 
sons,  Shem,  Ham,  and  Japheth.  And  the  earth 
was  wicked  before  God,  and  the  earth  was  filled 
with  violence.4a  And  God  saw  the  earth,  and,  behold, 
it  was  corrupt;  for  all  flesh5  had  corrupted  their 
way  upon  the  earth.  And  God  said  unto  Noah :  The 
end  of  all  flesh  has  come  before  Me 6 ;  for  the  earth  is 
filled  with  violence  through  them ;  and,  behold,  I  will 
destroy  them  with  the  earth.  Make  thee  an  ark7 
of  gopher  8  wood ;  with  rooms  shalt  thou  make  the 
ark,  and  thou  shalt  pitch  it  within  and  without  with 
pitch.  And  this  is  how  thou  shalt  make  it:  the 
length  of  the  ark  three  hundred  cubits,9  the  breadth 
of  it  fifty  cubits,  and  the  height  of  it  thirty  cubits. 

1  A  descendant  of  Adam  in  the  ninth  generation. 

2  The  name  "Noah"  is  derived  from  the  Hebrew  word  Nahem, 
which  means  "to  comfort." 

3  That  is,  during  his  life-time. 

4  That  is,  was  a  pious  man. 

4a  That  is,  force,  outrage,  injustice. 

5  That  is,  all  living  beings. 

6  That  is,  I  have  decided  to  destroy  all  mankind. 
Tin  Hebrew  Tebah,  which  literally  means  "box." 

8  ' '  Gopher ' '  is  the  name  of  a  tree. 

9  A  cubit  is  about  eighteen  inches. 
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A  light  shalt  thou  make  to  the  ark,  and  to  a  cubit 
shalt  thou  finish  it  upward,10  and  the  door  of  the  ark 
shalt  thou  set  in  the  side  thereof ;  with  lower,  second, 
and  third  stories  shalt  thou  make  it.  And  I,  behold, 
I  do  bring  the  flood  of  waters  upon  the  earth,  to 
destroy  all  flesh,  wherein  is  the  breath  of  life,  from 

thins  that  is  in  the  earth  shall 
Mv  covenant ll  with 


under  heaven ;  every 
perish.     But  I  will 


Lt5 

establish 


thee;  and  thou  shalt  come  into  the  ark,  thou,  and 
thy  sons,  and  thy  wife,  and  thy  sons'  wives  with 
thee.  And  of  every  living  thing  of  all  flesh,  two  of 
every  sort  shalt  thou  bring  into  the  ark,  to  keep 

10  That  is,  the  opening  shall  be  one  cubit  in  height.  The  cubit  is 
an  ancient  measure  of  length,  about  18  to  20  inches.  It  was  originally 
represented  by  the  length  of  the  forearm.  The  word  for  cubit  in 
Hebrew.  Amah,  means  also  forearm. 

11  That  is,  I  shall  make  an  agreement. 
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them  alive  with  thee ;  they  shall  be  male  and  female. 
Of  the  fowl  after  their  kind,  and  of  the  cattle  after 
their  kind,  of  every  creeping  thing  of  the  ground 
after  its  kind,  two  of  every  sort  shall  come  unto  thee, 
to  keep  them  alive.  And  take  thou  unto  thee  of  all 
food  that  is  eaten,  and  gather  it  to  thee ;  and  it  shall 
be  for  food  for  thee,  and  for  them.' 

Thus  did  Noah ;  according  to  all  that  God  com- 
manded him,  so  did  he. 

And  the  Lord  said  unto  Noah:  'Come  thou  and 
all  thy  house  into  the  ark;  for  thee  have  I  seen 
righteous  before  Me  in  this  generation.  For  yet 
seven  days,  and  I  will  cause  it  to  rain  upon  the  earth 
forty  da}rs  and  forty  nights;  and  every  living 
thing  that  I  have  made  will  I  blot  out  from  off  the 
face  of  the  earth.' 

And  Noah  did  according  unto  all  that  the  Lord 
commanded  him. 

And  Noah  went  in,  and  his  sons,  and  his  wife, 
and  his  sons'  wives  with  him,  into  the  ark,  because 
of  the  waters  of  the  flood.  Of  clean  beasts,12  and 
of  beasts  that  are  not  clean,  and  of  fowls,  and  of 
every  thing  that  creepeth  upon  the  ground,  there 
went  in  two  and  two  unto  Noah  into  the  ark,  male 
and  female,  as  God  commanded  Noah. 

12  Clean  beasts  are  those  which,  according  to  Jewish  law,  may 
be  eaten;  unclean  ones  are  those  that  are  forbidden. 
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And  it  came  to  pass  after  the  seven  days,  that 
the  waters  of  the  flood  were  upon  the  earth.  In 
the  six  hundredth  year  of  Noah's  life,  in  the  second 
month,13  on  the  seventeenth  day  of  the  month,  on 
the  same  day  were  all  the  fountains  of  the  great 
deep  14  broken  up,  and  the  windows  of  heaven  were 
opened.  And  the  rain  was  upon  the  earth  forty 
days  and  forty  nights. 

And  the  flood  was  forty  days  upon  the  earth ;  and 
the  waters  increased,  and  bore  up  the  ark,  and  it 
was  lifted  up  above  the  earth.  And*the  waters  pre- 
vailed, and  increased  greatly  upon  the  earth;  and 


the  ark  went  upon  the  face  of  the  waters.    And  the 
waters  prevailed  exceedingly  upon  the  earth;  and 

13  The  months  are  counted  from  one  to  twelve,  beginning  with 
the  month  of  Nisan,  the  month  in  which  Passover  falls.  The  second 
month  is  Iyyar.  The  Jewish  New  Year,  Rosh  Hashanah,  falls  on  the 
first  day  of  the  seventh  calendar  month,  the  month  of  Tishri. 

14  That  is,  the  ocean. 
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all  the  high  mountains  that  were  under  the  whole 
heaven  were  covered.  Fifteen  cubits  upward  did 
the  waters  prevail ;  and  the  mountains  were  covered. 
And  all  flesh  perished  that  moved  upon  the  earth, 
both  fowl,  and  cattle,  and  beast,  and  every  swarm- 
ing thing  that  swarmeth  upon  the  earth,  and  every 
man;  all  in  whose  nostrils  was  the  breath  of  the 
spirit  of  life,  whatsoever  was  in  the  dry  land,  died. 
And  He  blotted  out  every  living  thing  which 
was  upon  the  face  of  the  ground,  both  man,  and 
cattle,  and  creeping  thing,  and  fowl  of  the  heaven; 
and  they  were  blotted  out  from  the  earth ;  and  Noah 
only  was  left,  and  they  that  were  with  him  in  the 
ark. 

And  the  waters  prevailed  upon  the  earth  a 
hundred  and  fifty  days. 

And  God  remembered  Noah,  and  every  living 
thing,  and  all  the  cattle  that  were  with  him  in  the 
ark;  and  God  made  a  wind  to  pass  over  the  earth, 
and  the  waters  calmed  down;  the  fountains  also  of 
the  deep  and  the  windows  of  heaven  were  stopped, 
and  the  rain  from  heaven  was  restrained.  And  the 
waters  returned  from  off  the  earth  continually ;  and 
after  the  end  of  a  hundred  and  fifty  days  the  waters 
decreased.  And  the  ark  rested  in  the  seventh 
month,15  on  the  seventeenth  day  of  the  month,  upon 

15  Tishri. 
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the  mountains  of  Ararat16.  And  the  waters  de- 
creased continually  until  the  tenth  month;  in  the 
tenth  month,  on  the  first  day  of  the  month,  were  the 
tops  of  the  mountains  seen. 

And  it  came  to  pass  at  the  end  of  forty  days,  that 
Noah  opened  the  window  of  the  ark  which  he  had 
made.  And  he  sent  forth  a  raven,  and  it  went 
forth  to  and  fro,  until  the  waters  were  dried  up 
from  off  the  earth.  And  he  sent  forth  a  dove  from 
him,  to  see  if  the  waters  had  subsided  from  off  the 
face  of  the  ground.  But  the  dove  found  no  rest  for 
the  sole  of  her  foot,  and  she  returned  unto  him  to 
the  ark,  for  the  waters  were  on  the  face  of  the  earth ; 
and  he  put  forth  his  hand,  and  took  her,  and 
brought  her  in  unto  him  into  the  ark.  And  he 
stayed  yet  other  seven  days;  and  again  he  sent 
forth  the  dove  out  of  the  ark.  And  the  dove  came 
in  to  him  towards  evening;  and  lo  in  her  mouth  an 
olive-leaf  freshly  plucked ;  so  Noah  knew  that  the 
waters  had  subsided  from  off  the  earth.  And  he 
stayed  yet  other  seven  days;  and  sent  forth  the 
dove;  and  she  returned  not  again  unto  him  any 
more17. 


ig  Ararat  is  a  chain  of  mountains  in  Asia  which  rises  to  a  height 
of  from  6,000  to  7,000  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea. 

17  Showing  that  she  had  touched  ground  and  that  the  flood  was 
at  an  end.  Therefore,  the  olive  leaf,  which  was  the  first  to  be 
plucked  after  the  flood,  is  regarded  as  a  symbol  of  peace. 
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And  God  spoke  unto  Noah,  saying:  'Go  forth 
from  the  ark,  thou,  and  thy  wife,  and  thy  sons,  and 
thy  sons'  wives  with  thee.  Bring  forth  with  thee 
every  living  thing  that  is  with  thee  of  all  flesh,  both 
fowl,  and  cattle,  and_  every  creeping  thing  that 
creepeth  upon  the  earth;  that  they  may  swarm  in 
the  earth,  and  be  fruitful,  and  multiply  upon  the 


' ; 


earth.'  And  Noah  went  forth,  and  his  sons,  and 
his  wife,  and  his  sons'  wives  with  him;  every  beast, 
every  creeping  thing,  and  every  fowl,  whatsoever 
moveth  upon  the  earth,  went  forth  out  of  the  ark. 

31 


GENESIS 

And  Noah  built  an  altar  unto  the  Lord;  and 
took  of  every  clean  beast,  and  of  every  clean  fowl, 
and  offered  burnt-offerings18  on  the  altar.  And 
the  Lord  smelled  the  sweet  odor ;  and  the  Lord  said 
in  His  heart:  'I  will  not  again  curse  the  ground 
any  more  for  man's  sake ;  neither  will  I  again  smite 
any  more  everything  living,  as  I  have  done.  While 
the  earth  remaineth,  seedtime  and  harvest,  and  cold 
and  heat,  and  summer  and  winter,  and  day  and 
night  shall  not  cease.19 

And  God  spoke  unto  Noah,  and  to  his  sons  with 
him,  saying:  'As  for  Me,  behold,  I  establish  My 
covenant  with  you,  and  with  your  seed  after  you; 
and  with  every  living  creature  that  is  with  you,  the 
fowl,  the  cattle,  and  every  beast  of  the  earth  with 
you ;  of  all  that  go  out  of  the  ark,  even  every  beast 
of  the  earth.  And  I  will  establish  My  covenant 
with  you ;  neither  shall  all  flesh  be  cut  off  any  more 
by  the  waters  of  the  flood;  neither  shall  there  any 
more  be  a  flood  to  destroy  the  earth.' 

And  God  said:  'This  is  the  sign  of  the  covenant 
which  I  make  between  Me  and  you  and  every  living 
creature  that  is  with  you,  for  perpetual  generations : 
I  have  set  My  bow  20  in  the  cloud,  and  it  shall  be  for 

18  A  burnt  offering  is  the  sacrifice  of  an  animal  which  is  entirely 
burnt  in  fire.  In  other  sacrifices,  some  parts  of  the  flesh  of  the 
animals  may  be  eaten. 

19  That  is,  Nature  shall  no  more  be  disturbed  as  it  was  during 
the  flood. 

20  That  is,  My  rainbow. 
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a  sign  of  a  covenant  between  Me  and  the  earth. 
And  it  shall  come  to  pass,  when  I  bring  clouds  over 
the  earth,  and  the  bow  is  seen  in  the  cloud,  that  I 
will  remember  My  covenant,  which  is  between  Me 
and  you  and  every  living  creature  of  all  flesh;  and 
the  waters  shall  no  more  become  a  flood  to  destroy 
all  flesh.  And  the  bow  shall  be  in  the  cloud;  and 
I  will  look  upon  it,  that  I  may  remember  the  ever- 
lasting covenant  between  God  and  every  living 
creature  of  all  flesh  that  is  upon  the  earth.' 21 

And  the  sons  of  Xoah,  that  went  forth  from  the 
ark,  were  Shem,  and  Ham,  and  Japheth ;  and  Ham 
is  the  father  of  Canaan.  These  three  were  the  sons 
of  Xoah,  and  of  these  the  whole  earth  became 
populated.  And  of  these  were  the  nations  divided 
in  the  earth  after  the  flood. 


21  This  covenant  between  God  and  Noah  is  referred  to  in  the  bene- 
diction which  we  recite  when  we  see  the  rainbow  in  the  sky: 
"  Blessed  art  Thou,  O  Lord  our  God,  King  of  the  Universe,  who 
rememberest  the  covenant,  art  faithful  to  thy  covenant  and  keepest 
thy  promise. " 
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And  the  whole  earth  was  of  one  language  and  of 
one  speech.  And  it  came  to  pass,  as  they  journeyed 
east,  that  they  found  a  plain  in  the  land  of  Shinar1 ; 
and  they  dwelt  there.  And  they  said  one  to  another: 
'Come,  let  us  make  brick,  and  burn  them  thorough- 


ly V  And  they  said:  'Come  let  us  build  ourselves 
a  city,  and  a  tower,  with  its  top  in  heaven,  and  let 
us  make  ourselves  a  name;  lest  we  be  scattered 
abroad  upon  the  face  of  the  whole  earth.' 

And  the  Lord  came  down  to  see  the  city  and  the 

1  Shinar  is  the  name  given  to  the  southern  part  of  Babylonia. 

2  Bricks  were  made  of  clay  and  then  made  hard  by  baking. 
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tower,  which  the  children  of  men  built.  And  the 
Lord  said:  'Behold,  they  are  one  people,  and  they 
have  all  one  language;  and  this  is  what  they  begin 
to  do;  and  now  nothing  will  be  too  difficult  for 
them,  which  they  purpose  to  do.  Come,  let  us  go 
down,  and  there  confuse  their  language,  that  they 
may  not  understand  one  another's  speech.'  So  the 
Lord  scattered  them  from  thence  upon  the  face  of 
all  the  earth;  and  they  left  off  to  build  the  city. 

Therefore  was  the  name  of  it  called  Babel8: 
because  the  Lord  did  there  confuse  the  language 
of  all  the  earth;  and  from  thence  did  the  Lord 
scatter  them  abroad  upon  the  face  of  all  the  earth. 


3  The  name  Babel  is  similar  in  sound  to  the  Hebrew  word  balal, 
which  mean§  "to  mix,  to  confuse." 
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Now  these  are  the  generations  of  Terah.1  Terah 
begot  Abram,  Nahor  and  Haran ;  and  Haran  begot 
Lot.  And  Terah  took  Abram  his  son,  and  Lot  the 
son  of  Haran,  his  son's  son,  and  Sarai,  his  daughter- 
in-law,  his  son  Abram's  wife;  and  they  went  forth 
with  them  from  Ur  of  the  Chaldees,  to  go  into  the 
land  of  Canaan;  and  they  came  unto  Haran  and 
dwelt  there.  And  the  days  of  Terah  were  two 
hundred  and  five  years;  and  Terah  died  in  Haran. 

Now  the  Lord  said  unto  Abram:  'Get  thee  out 
of  thy  country,  and  from  thy  kindred,  and  from  thy 
father's  house,  unto  the  land  that  I  will  show  thee. 
And  I  will  make  of  thee  a  great  nation,  and  I  will 
bless  thee,  and  make  thy  name  great;  and  be  thou 
a  blessing.la  And  I  will  bless  them  that  bless  thee, 
and  him  that  curseth  thee  will  I  curse ;  and  in  thee 
shall  all  the  families  of  the  earth  be  blessed. 

So  Abram  went,  as  the  Lord  had  spoken  unto 
him;  and  Lot  went  with  him;  and  Abram  was 
seventy-five  years   old  when  he  departed  out  of 

l  Terah  was  a  descendant  of  Shem,  the  oldest  of  the  three  sons 
of  Noah.  Therefore  the  descendants  of  Abraham,  Terah 's  son,  are 
called  Semites. 

la  That  is,  people  shall  bless  each  other,  saying,  ' '  Thou  ghalt  be 
like  Abram.  * ' 
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Haran.  And  Abram 
took  Sarai  his  wife,  and 
Lot  his  brother's  son, 
and  all  their  wealth 
that  they  had  gathered, 
and  the  slaves  that  they 
had  gotten  in  Haran; 
and  they  went  forth  to 
go  into  the  land  of 
Canaan;  and  into  the 
land  of  Canaan  they 
came. 

And  Abram  passed 
through  the  land  unto 
the  place  of  Shechem, 
unto  the  terebinth2  of 
Moreh.  And  the  Lord 
appeared  unto  Abram, 
and  said:  'Unto  thy 
seed  2a  will  I  give  this 
land';     and     he     built 

there  an  altar  unto  the  Lord,  who  appeared 
him. 

And  he  removed  from  thence  unto  the  mountain 
on  the  east  of  Beth-el,  and  pitched  his  tent,  having 
Beth-el  on  the  west,  and  Ai  on  the  east;  and  he 


unto 


2  A  large,  strong  tree,  resembling  the  oak. 
2a  Children,  descendants. 
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built  there  an  altar  unto  the  Lord,  and  called  upon 3 
the  name  of  the  Lord. 

And  Abram  journeyed,  going  on  still  toward 
the  South. 

And  there  was  a  famine  in  the  land;  and  Abram 
went  down4  into  Egypt  to  sojourn  there;  for  the 
famine  was  sore  in  the  land5. 

And  Abram  went  up 4  out  of  Egypt,  he,  and  his 
wife,  and  all  that  he  had,  and  Lot  with  him,  into  the 
South. 


And  Abram  was  very  rich  in  cattle,  in  silver,  and 
in  gold.  And  he  went  on  his  journeys  from  the 
South  even  to  Beth-el,  unto  the  place  where  his 
tent  had  been  at  the  beginning,  between  Beth-el 
and  Ai;  unto  the  place  of  the  altar,  which  he  had 
made  there  at  the  first;  and  Abram  called  there  on 
the  name  of  the  Lord. 

And  Lot  also,  who  went  with  Abram,  had  flocks, 
and  herds,  and  tents.  And  the  land  was  not  able 
to  bear  them,  that  they  might  dwell  together;  for 
their  flocks  were  large  so  that  they  could  not  dwell 


3  That  is,  he  worshipped. 

4  Egypt  lies  in  the  plain,  whereas  Palestine  is  mountainous.  For 
this  reason  the  Bible  always  speaks  of  going  down  to  Egypt,  and 
coming  up  out  of  Egypt. 

5  Egypt  was  very  fertile  and  produced  much  corn,  so  that  in  times 
of  famine  all  the  people  around  Egypt  went  there  to  get  bread. 
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together6.  And  there  was  a  quarrel  between  the 
herdmen  of  Abram's  cattle  and  the  herdmen  of 
Lot's  cattle.     And  Abram  said  unto  Lot:    'Let 


there  be  no  quarrel,  I  pray  thee,  between  me  and 
thee,  and  between  my  herdmen  and  thy  herdmen; 
for  we  are  brethren 7.  Is  not  the  whole  land  before 
thee?  Separate  thyself,  I  pray  thee,  from  me;  if 
thou  wilt  take  the  left  hand,  then  I  will  go  to  the 
right ;  or  if  thou  take  the  right  hand,  then  I  will  go 
to  the  left.' 

And  Lot  lifted  up  his  eyes,  and  beheld  all  the 

6  The   land   was   not   large    enough   to   provide    sufficient    pasture 
ground  for  their  herds. 

7  < '  Brother ' '  in  the  Bible  often  stands  for  ' '  relative. ' '     Lot  was 
Abraham's  nephew. 

39 


GENESIS 

plain  of  the  Jordan,  that  it  was  well  watered  every- 
where, before  the  Lord  destroyed  Sodom  and 
Gomorrah,  like  the  garden  of  the  Lord,  like  the 
land  of  Egypt,  as  thou  goest  unto  Zoar.  So  Lot 
chose  him  all  the  plain  of  the  Jordan;  and  Lot 
journeyed  east;  and  they  separated  themselves  the 
one  from  the  other.     Abram  dwelt  in  the  land  of 


Canaan,  and  Lot  dwelt  in  the  cities  of  the  Plain, 
and  moved  his  tent  as  far  as  Sodom. 
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And  it  came  to  pass  in  the  days  of  Amraphel 
king  of  Shinar,  Arioch  king  of  Ellasar,  Chedor- 
laomer  king  of  Elam,  and  Tidal  king  of  Goiim,  that 
they  made  war  with  Bera  king  of  Sodom,  and  with 
Birsha  king  of  Gomorrah,  Shinab  king  of  Admah, 
and  Shemeber  king  of  Zeboiim,  and  the  king  of  Bela 
— the  same  is  Zoar.  All  these  came  as  allies  unto 
the  vale  of  Siddim — the  same  is  the  Salt  Sea. 
Twelve  years  they  served  Chedorlaomer,  and  in  the 
thirteenth  year  they  rebelled.  And  there  went  out 
the  king  of  Sodom,  and  the  king  of  Gomorrah,  and 
the  king  of  Admah,  and  the  king  of  Zeboiim,  and 
the  king  of  Bela — the  same  is  Zoar;  and  they  set  the 
battle  in  array  against  them  in  the  vale  of  Siddim; 
against  Chedorlaomer  king  of  Elam,  and  Tidal 
king  of  Goiim,  and  Amraphel  king  of  Shinar,  and 
Arioch  king  of  Ellasar ;  four  kings  against  the  five. 

Now  the  vale  of  Siddim  was  full  of  slime  pits; 
and  the  kings  of  Sodom  and  Gomorrah  fled,  and 
they  fell  there,  and  they  that  remained  fled  to  the 
mountain.  And  they  took  all  the  goods  of  Sodom 
and  Gomorrah,  and  all  their  food,  and  went  their 
way.  And  they  took  Lot,  Abram's  brother's  son, 
who  dwelt  in  Sodom,  and  his  goods,  and  departed. 

And  there  came  one  that  had  escaped,  and  told 
Abram  the  Hebrew — now  he  dwelt  by  the  tere- 
binths of  Mamre  the  Amorite,  brother  of  Eshcol, 
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and  brother  of  Aner;  and  these  were  confederate 
with  Abram. 

And  when  Abram  heard  that  his  brother  8  was 
taken  captive,  he  led  forth  his  trained  men,  born  in 
his  house,  three  hundred  and  eighteen,  and  pursued 
as  far  as  Dan.8a  And  he  divided  himself  against 
them  by  night,  he  and  his  servants,  and  smote  them, 
and  pursued  them  unto  Hobah,  which  is  on  the  left 
hand  of  Damascus.  And  he  brought  back  all  the 
goods,  and  also  brought  back  his  brother  Lot,  and 
his  goods,  and  the  women  also,  and  the  people.  And 
the  king  of  Sodom  went  out  to  meet  him,  after  his 
return  from  the  slaughter  of  Chedorlaomer  and  the 
kings  that  were  with  him,  at  the  vale  of  Shaveh — 
the  same  is  the  King's  Vale.  And  Melchizedek 
king  of  Salem9  brought  forth  bread  and  wine;  and 
he  was  priest  of  God  the  Most  High.  And  he 
blessed  him,  and  said:  'Blessed  be  Abram  of  God 
Most  High,  Maker  of  heaven  and  earth ;  and  blessed 
be  God  the  Most  High,  who  hath  delivered  thine 
enemies  into  thy  hand.'  And  he  gave  him  a  tenth 
of  all 10.  And  the  king  of  Sodom  said  unto  Abram: 
'Give  me  the  persons,  and  take  the  goods  to  thyself.' 

8  Relative,  kinsman. 

8a  Furthest  North  in  Palestine. 

9  Salem  is  probably  another  name  for  Jerusalem. 

10  As  was  customary,  Abraham  gave  Melchizedek,  the  priest,  a 
tenth  of  the  booty;  but  unlike  the  custom  of  victors,  he  kept  nothing 
for  himself. 
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And  Abram  said  to  the  king  of  Sodom:  'I  have 
lifted  up  my  hand11  unto  the  Lord,  God  Most 
High,  Maker  of  heaven  and  earth,  that  I  will  not 
take  a  thread  nor  a  shoe-latchet 12  nor  anything  that 


is  thine,  lest  thou  shouldest  say:  I  have  made 
Abram  rich ;  except  that  which  the  young  men  have 
eaten,  and  the  portion  of  the  men  which  went  with 
me.  Aner,  Eshcol,  and  Mamre,  let  them  take  their 
portion.' 


11  That  is,  I  have  sworn. 

12  That  is,  the  least  little  thing. 
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After  these  things  the  word  of  the  Lord  came 
unto  Abram  in  a  vision,  saying:  'Fear  not,  Abram, 
I  am  thy  shield1;  thy  reward  shall  be  exceeding 
great.'  And  Abram  said:  'O  Lord  God,  what 
wilt  Thou  give  me 2,  seeing  I  go  hence  childless,  and 
he  that  shall  be  possessor  of  my  house  is  Eliezer  of 
Damascus?'  And  Abram  said:  'Behold,  to  me 
Thou  hast  given  no  seed,  and,  lo,  one  born  in  my 
house  8  is  to  be  mine  heir.  And  behold,  the  word  of 
the  Lord  came  unto  him,  saying:  'This  man  shall 
not  be  thine  heir;  but  thy  son  shall  be  thine  heir.' 
And  He  brought  him  forth  abroad,  and  said:'  'Look 
now  toward  heaven,  and  count  the  stars  if  thou  be 
able  to  count  them';  and  He  said  unto  him:  'So 
shall  thy  seed  be.'  And  he  believed  in  the  Lord; 
and  He  counted  it  to  him  for  righteousness4. 

Now  Sarai  Abram's  wife  bore  him  no  children, 
and  she  had  a  handmaid,  an  Egyptian,  whose  name 
was  Hagar.  And  Sarai  said  unto  Abram:  'Behold, 
now,  the  Lord  hath  restrained  me  from  bearing, 
take,  I  pray  thee,  my  handmaid;  it  may  be  that 
I  shall  be  built  up  through  her5.'     And  Abram 

1  Protection. 

2  That  is,  of  what  use  is  to  me  all  that  you  give  me  1 

3  That  is,  one  of  my  slaves,  and  not  my  own  child. 

4  That  is,  God  considered  Abram 's  faith  in  Him  a  proof  of  his 
righteousness. 

5  That  is,  since  God  has  not  granted  me  children  of  my  own, 
perhaps  I  shall  get  a  son  through  her. 
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hearkened  to  the  voice  of  Sarai.  And  Sarai  Abram's 
wife  took  Hagar  the  Egyptian,  her  handmaid,  after 
Abram  had  dwelt  ten  years  in  the  land  of  Canaan, 
and  gave  her  to  Abram  her  husband  to  be  his  wife. 
And  Hagar  bore  Abram  a  son;  and  Abram  called 
the  name  of  his  son,  whom  Hagar  bore,  Ishmael. 
And  Abram  was  eighty-six  years  old,  when  Hagar 
bore  Ishmael  to  Abram. 

And  when  Abram  was  ninety-nine  years  old,  the 
Lord  appeared  to  Abram,  and  said  unto  him:  'I 
am  God  Almighty;  walk  before  Me,  and  be  thou 
whole-hearted.  And  I  will  make  My  covenant 
between  Me  and  thee,  and  will  multiply  thee  ex- 
ceedingly.' And  Abram  fell  on  his  face;  and  God 
talked  with  him,  saying:  'As  for  Me,  behold,  My 
covenant  is  with  thee,  and  thou  shalt  be  the  father 
of  a  multitude  of  nations.  Neither  shall  thy  name 
any  more  be  called  Abram,  but  thy  name  shall  be 
Abraham;  for  the  father  of  a  multitude  of  nations 
have  I  made  thee.5a  And  I  will  make  thee  exceeding 
fruitful,  and  I  will  make  nations  of  thee,  and  kings 
shall  come  out  of  thee.  And  I  will  establish  M3' 
covenant  between  Me  and  thee  and  thy  seed  after 
thee  throughout  their  generations  for  an  everlasting 


5a  In  Hebrew  the  first  part  of  Abraham 's  name  "ab"  means 
father;  the  addition  of  "h"  in  his  name  was  to  make  the  last  part 
sound  like  "hamon,"  meaning  multitude. 
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covenant,  to  be  a  God  unto  thee  and  to  thy  seed 
after  thee.  And  I  will  give  unto  thee,  and  to  thy 
seed  after  thee,  the  land  of  thy  sojournings,  all  the 
land  of  Canaan,6  for  an  everlasting  possession;  and 
I  will  be  their  God.' 

And  God  said  unto  Abraham:  'As  for  Sarai 
thy  wife,  thou  shalt  not  call  her  name  Sarai,  but 
Sarah  6a  shall  her  name  be.  And  I  will  bless  her, 
and  moreover  I  will  give  thee  a  son  of  her;  yea,  I 
will  bless  her,  and  she  shall  be  a  mother  of  nations ; 
kings  of  peoples  shall  be  of  her.'  Then  Abraham 
fell  upon  his  face,  and  laughed,  and  said  in  his 
heart:  'Shall  a  child  be  born  unto  him  that  is  a 
hundred  years  old?  and  shall  Sarah,  that  is  ninety 
years  old,  bear?'  And  Abraham  said  unto  God: 
'Oh  that  Ishmael  might  live  before  Thee!'  And 
God  said:  'Nay,  but  Sarah  thy  wife  shall  bear  thee 
a  son;  and  thou  shalt  call  his  name  Isaac7;  and  I 
will  establish  My  covenant  with  him  for  an  ever- 
lasting covenant  for  his  seed  after  him. 

And  the  Lord  appeared  unto  him  by  the  tere- 
binths of  Mamre,  as  he  sat  in  the  tent  door  in  the 


6  Later  called  Palestine,  after  the  Philistines,  who  inhabited  parts 
of  the  country  after  the  Canaanites.  The  Jews  call  the  country 
Erez  Yisroel,  the  Land  of  Israel. 

6a  In  Hebrew,  "Princess." 

1  From  the  Hebrew,  meaning  ' '  to  laugh. ' ' 
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heat  of  the  day8;  and  he  lifted  up  his  eyes  and 


looked,  and,  lo,  three  men  stood  opposite  him;  and 
when  he  saw  them,  he  ran  to  meet  them  from  the 
tent  door,  and  bowed  down  to  the  earth,  and  said: 
'My  lord 9,  if  now  I  have  found  favour  in  thy  sight, 
pass  not  away,  I  pray  thee,  from  thy  servant.  Let 
now  a  little  water  be  fetched,  and  wash  your  feet 10, 
and  recline  yourselves  under  the  tree.  And  I  will 
fetch  a  morsel  of  bread,  and  strengthen  ye  your 
heart ;  after  that  ye  shall  pass  on ;  since  ye  are  come 
to  your  servant.'  And  they  said:  'So  do,  as  thou 
hast  said.' 

And  Abraham  hastened  into  the  tent  unto  Sarah, 

8  In  spite  of  the  heat,  Abraham  sat  at  the  door  of  his  tent,  looking 
out  for  travellers  to  whom  he  could  offer  hospitality. 

9  Speaking  to  the  oldest  among  them. 

10  It  was  customary  for  travellers  to  wash  their  feet  after  a  jour- 
ney because  they  wore  no  shoes  and  the  sand  burned  their  feet, 
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and  said:  'Make  ready  quickly  three  measures  of 
fine  meal,  knead  it,  and  make  cakes.'  And  Abraham 
ran  unto  the  herd,  and  fetched  a  calf  tender  and 
good,  and  gave  it  unto  the  servant ;  and  he  hastened 
to  prepare  it.  And  he  took  curd11,  and  milk,  and 
the  calf  which  he  had  prepared,12  and  set  it  before 
them;  and  he  stood  by  them  under  the  tree,  and 
they  did  eat.  And  they  said  unto  him:  'Where  is 
Sarah  thy  wife?'  And  he  said:  'Behold,  in  the 
tent.'  And  he  13  said:  'I  will  certainly  return  unto 
thee  when  the  season  cometh  round14;  and,  lo, 
Sarah  thy  wife  shall  have  a  son.' 

And  Sarah  heard  in  the  tent  door,  which  was 
behind  him, — now  Abraham  and  Sarah  were  old, 
and  well  advanced  in  age, — and  Sarah  laughed 
within  herself,  saying:  'After  I  have  grown  old 
shall  I  have  youthful  strength,  my  lord  being  old 
also  ?'  And  the  Lord  said  unto  Abraham :  'Where- 
fore did  Sarah  laugh,  saying:  Shall  I  of  a  surety 
bear  a  child,  who  am  old?  Is  any  thing  too  hard 
for  the  Lord?  At  the  set  time  I  will  return  unto 
thee,  when  the  season  cometh  round,  and  Sarah 
shall  have  a  son.' 


11  The  part  of  the  milk  out  of  which  cheese  is  made. 

12  At  that  time,  the  use  of  milk  and  meat  for  the  same  meal  had 
not  yet  been  forbidden. 

13  That  is,  one  of  the  three  men. 

14  That  is,  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
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And  the  men  rose  up  from  thence,  and  looked 
out  toward  Sodom;  and  Abraham  went  with  them 
to  bring  them  on  the  way.  And  the  Lord  said: 
'Shall  I  hide  from  Abraham  that  which  I  am  doing; 
seeing  that  Abraham  shall  surely  become  a  great 
and  mighty  nation,  and  all  the  nations  of  the  earth 
shall  be  blessed  in  him?  For  I  have  known  him,  to 
the  end  that  he  may  command  his  children  and  his 
household  after  him,  that  they  may  keep  the  way 
of  the  Lord,  to  do  righteousness  and  justice;  to  the 
end  that  the  Lord  may  bring  upon  Abraham  that 
which  He  hath  spoken  of  him.'  And  the  Lord  said : 
'Verily,  the  cry  of  Sodom  and  Gomorrah  is  great, 
and,  verily,  their  sin  is  exceeding  grievous.  I  will 
go  down  now,  and  see  whether  they  have  done  alto- 
gether according  to  the  cry  of  it,  which  is  come  unto 
Me;  and  if  not,  I  will  know.' 1 

And  the  men  turned  from  thence,  and  went 
toward  Sodom;  but  Abraham  stood  yet  before  the 
Lord.  And  Abraham  drew  near,  and  said:  'Wilt 
Thou  indeed  sweep  away  the  righteous  with  the 
wicked?  Perhaps  there  are  fifty  righteous  within 
the  city;  wilt  Thou  indeed  sweep  away  and  not 
forgive  the  place  for  the  fifty  righteous  that  are 
therein?  That  be  far  from  Thee  to  do  after  this 
manner,  to  slay  the  righteous  with  the  wicked,  that 
so  the  righteous  should  be  as  the  wicked;  that  be 

X  God  is  here  described  as  the  Judge  of  mankind. 
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far  from  Thee ;  shall  not  the  Judge  of  all  the  earth 
do  justly?'  And  the  Lord  said:  'If  I  find  in 
Sodom  fifty  righteous  within  the  city,  then  I  will 


SITE  OF  SODOM 

forgive  all  the  place  for  their  sake.'  And  Abraham 
answered  and  said:  'Behold  now,  I  have  taken 
upon  me  to  speak  unto  the  Lord,  who  am  but 
dust  and  ashes.  Perhaps  there  shall  lack  five  of  the 
fifty  righteous;  wilt  Thou  destroy  all  the  city  for 
lack  of  five?'  And  He  said:  'I  will  not  destroy  it, 
if  I  find  there  forty-five.'  And  he  spoke  unto 
Him  yet  again,  and  said:  'Perhaps  there  shall  be 
forty  found  there.'  And  He  said:  'I  will  not  do  it 
for  the  forty's  sake.'  And  he  said:  'Oh,  let  not  the 
Lord  be  angry,  and  I  will  speak.     Perhaps  there 
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shall  thirty  be  found  there.'  And  He  said:  'I  will 
not  do  it,  if  I  find  thirty  there.'  And  he  said: 
'Behold  now,  I  have  taken  upon  me  to  speak  unto 
the  Lord.  Perhaps  there  shall  be  twenty  found 
there.'  And  He  said:  'I  will  not  destroy  it  for  the 
twenty's  sake.'  And  he  said:  'Oh,  let  not  the  Lord 
be  angry,  and  I  will  speak  yet  but  this  once.  Per- 
haps ten  shall  be  found  there.'  And  He  said:  'I 
will  not  destroy  it  for  the  ten's  sake.'  And  the  Lord 
went  His  way,  as  soon  as  He  had  left  off  speaking 
to  Abraham;  and  Abraham  returned  unto  his  place. 
And  the  two  angels  came  to  Sodom  in  the  eve- 


ning: and  Lot  sat  in  the  gate  of  Sodom;  lb  and  Lot 
saw  them,  and  rose  up  to  meet  them;  and  he  fell 
down  on  his  face  to  the  earth;  and  he  said :  'Behold 
now,  my  lords,  turn  aside,  I  pray  you.  into  your 
servant's  house,  and  stay  all  night,  and  wash  your 

lb  That  is,  near  the  entrance  to  the  town ;  all  ancient  towns  were 
surrounded  by  thick  walls  and  could  be  entered  only  through  gates. 
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feet,  and  ye  shall  rise  up  early,  and  go  on  your 
way.'  And  they  said:  'Nay;  but  we  will  remain 
in  the  broad  place l  all  night.'  And  he  urged  them 
greatly;  and  they  turned  in  unto  him,  and  entered 
into  his  house ;  -and  he  made  them  a  feast,  and  did 
bake  unleavened  bread,2  and  they  did  eat. 

But  before  they  \slj  down,  the  men  of  the  city,  the 
men  of  Sodom,  surrounded  the  house,  both  young 
and  old,  all  the  people  from  every  quarter.3  And 
they  called  unto  Lot,  and  said  unto  him:  'Where  are 
the  men  that  came  in  to  thee  this  night?  bring  them 
out  unto  us.'  And  Lot  went  out  unto  them  to  the 
door,  and  shut  the  door  after  him.  And  he  said: 
'I  pray  you,  my  brethren,  do  not  so  wickedly.'  And 
they  said:  'Stand  back.'  And  they  said:  'This 
one  fellow  came  in  to  sojourn,  and  he  will  needs 
play  the  judge4;  now  will  we  deal  worse  with  thee, 
than  with  them.'  And  they  pressed  sore  upon  the 
man,  even  Lot,  and  drew  near  to  break  the  door. 
But  the  men 5  put  forth  their  hand,  and  brought  Lot 
into  the  house  to  them,  and  the  door  they  shut. 
And  thev  smote  the  men  that  were  at  the  door  of 


1  That  is,  the  principal  square  of  the  city. 

2  There  was  not  sufficient  time  for  the  dough  to  rise  because  of 
the  haste  of  the  men. 

3  Lot,  like  his  uncle  Abraham,  was  hospitable.  But  the  people 
of  Sodom  were  not  hospitable  and  were  angry  with  Lot  for  sheltering 
strangers.     For  this  reason  they  attacked  his  house. 

4  Lot,  who  has  lived  among  us  for  so  short  a  time,  dares  give  us 
advice ! 

5  That  is,  the  strangers. 
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the  house  with  blindness,  both  small  and  great;  so 
that  they  wearied  themselves  to  find  the  door. 

And  the  men  said  unto  Lot :  'Hast  thou  here  any 
one  besides?  son-in-law,  and  thy  sons,  and  thy 
daughters,  and  whomsoever  thou  hast  in  the  city; 
bring  them  out  of  the  place ;  for  we  will  destroy  this 
place,  because  the  cry  against  them  is  great  before 
the  Lord;  and  the  Lord  hath  sent  us  to  destroy  it.' 
And  Lot  went  out,  and  spoke  unto  his  sons-in-law, 
and  said:  'Up,  get  you  out  of  this  place;  for  the 
Lord  will  destroy  the  city.'  But  he  seemed  unto 
his  sons-in-law  as  one  that  jested. 

And  when  the  morning  arose,  then  the  angels 
hastened  Lot,  saying:  'Arise,  take  thy  wife,  and 
thy  two  daughters  that  are  here ;  lest  thou  be  swept 
away  in  the  wickedness  of  the  city.'  But  he  ling- 
ered; and  the  men  laid  hold  upon  his  hand,  and 
upon  the  hand  of  his  wife,  and  upon  the  hand  of 
his  two  daughters;  the  Lord  being  merciful  unto 
him.  And  they  brought  him  forth,  and  set  him 
outside  the  city. 

And  it  came  to  pass,  when  they  had  brought  them 
forth  abroad,  that  he  said:  'Escape  for  thy  life; 
look  not  behind  thee,  neither  stay  thou  in  all  the 
Plain;  escape  to  the  mountain,  lest  thou  be  swept 
away.'  And  Lot  said  unto  them:  'Oh,  not  so,  my 
lord;  behold  now,  thy  servant  hath  found  grace  in 
thy  sight,  and  thou  hast  magnified  thy  mercy,  which 
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thou  hast  shown  unto  me  in  saving  my  life;  and  I 
cannot  escape  to  the  mountain,  lest  the  evil  overtake 
me,  and  I  die.  Behold  now,  this  city  is  near  to  flee 
unto,  and  it  is  a  little  one;  oh,  let  me  escape  thither 
— is  it  not  a  little  one? — and  my  soul  shall  live6'. 
And  he  said  unto  him:  'See,  I  have  accepted  thee 
concerning  this  thing  also,  that  I  will  not  overthrow 
the  city  of  which  thou  hast  spoken.  Hasten  thou, 
escape  thither ;  for  I  cannot  do  any  thing  till  thou 
become  thither.' — Therefore  the  name  of  the  city 
was  called  Zoar. 


The  sun  was  risen  upon  the  earth  when  Lot  came 
unto  Zoar.  Then  the  Lord  caused  to  rain  upon 
Sodom  and  upon   Gomorrah  brimstone   and  fire 

6  Lot  feared  lest  he  be  overtaken  by  the  destruction  of  the 
neighborhood  of  Sodom  before  he  would  reach  the  mountains  which 
were  too  far  off.  He  asked,  therefore,  that  a  small  city  in  that  region 
be  spared  so  that  he  might  find  protection  there.  The  name  of  the 
city  was  ' '  Zoar, ' ;  which  in  Hebrew  means  ' i  little. ' ' 
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from  the  Lord  out  of  heaven;  and  He  overthrew 
those  cities,  and  all  the  Plain,  and  all  the  inhabitants 
of  the  cities,  and  that  which  grew  upon  the  ground. 
But  his  wife  looked  back  from  behind  him,  and  she 
became  a  pillar  of  salt. 

And  Abraham  got  up  early  in  the  morning  to 
the  place  where  he  had  stood  before  the  Lord.   And 


he  looked  out  toward  Sodom  and  Gomorrah,  and 
toward  all  the  land  of  the  Plain,  and  beheld,  and, 
lo,  the  smoke  of  the  land  went  up  as  the  smoke  of 
a  furnace. 
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And  the  Lord  remembered  Sarah  as  He  had  said, 
and  the  Lord  did  unto  Sarah  as  He  had  spoken. 
And  Sarah  bore  Abraham  a  son  in  his  old  age,  at 
the  set  time  of  which  God  had  spoken  to  him.  And 
Abraham  called  the  name  of  his  son  that  was  born 
unto  him,  whom  Sarah  bore  to  him,  Isaac.  And 
Abraham  circumcised  his  son  Isaac  when  he  was 
eight  days  old,  as  God  had  commanded  him.  And 
Abraham  was  a  hundred  years  old,  when  his  son 
Isaac  was  born  unto  him.  And  Sarah  said:  'God 
hath  made  laughter  for  me ;  every  one  that  heareth 
will  laugh  on  account  of  me.'  And  she  said:  'Who 
would  have  said  unto  Abraham,  that  Sarah  should 
give  children  suck?  for  I  have  borne  him  a  son  in 
his  old  age.' 

And  the  child  grew,  and  was  weaned.  And 
Abraham  made  a  great  feast  on  the  day  that  Isaac 
was  weaned.  And  Sarah  saw  the  son  of  Hagar  the 
Egyptian,  whom  she  had  borne  unto  Abraham, 
making  sport1.  Wherefore  she  said  unto  Abra- 
ham: 'Cast  out  this  bondwoman  2  and  her  son;  for 
the  son  of  this  bondwoman  shall  not  be  heir  with 
my  son,  even  with  Isaac'  And  the  thing  was  very 
grievous3  in  Abraham's  sight  on  account  of  his  son. 
And  God  said  unto  Abraham:  'Let  it  not  be 
grievous  in  thy  sight  because  of  the  lad,  and  because 
of  thy  bondwoman ;  in  all  that  Sarah  saith  unto  thee, 

i  That  is,  scoffing. 

2  Female  slave. 

3  That  is,  Abraham  felt  very  sorry  for  Ishmael. 

57 


GENESIS 

hearken  unto  her  voice;  for  in  Isaac  shall  seed  be 
called  to  thee  \  And  also  of  the  son  of  the  bond- 
woman will  I  make  a  nation,  because  he  is  thy  seed.' 

And  Abraham  rose  up  early  in  the  morning,  and 
took  bread  and  a  bottle  of  water 5,  and  gave  it  unto 
Hagar,  putting  it  on  her  shoulder,  and  the  child, 
and  sent  her  away;  and  she  departed,  and  strayed 
in  the  wilderness  of  Beer-sheba.  And  the  water  in 
the  bottle  was  spent,  and  she  cast  the  child  under 
one  of  the  shrubs.  And  she  went,  and  sat  her  down 
opposite  him  a  good  way  off,  the  distance  of  a  bow- 
shot ;  for  she  said :  'Let  me  not  look  upon  the  death 
of  the  child.'  And  she  sat  over  against  him,  and 
lifted  up  her  voice,  and  wept.  And  God  heard  the 
voice  of  the  lad;  and  the  angel  of  God  called  to 
Hagar  out  of  heaven,  and  said  unto  her:  'What 
aileth  thee,  Hagar?  fear  not;  for  God  hath  heard 
the  voice  of  the  lad  where  he  is.  Arise,  lift  up  the 
lad,  and  hold  him  fast  by  thy  hand ;  for  I  will  make 
him  a  great  nation.'  And  God  opened  her  eyes, 
and  she  saw  a  well  of  water;  and  she  went,  and 
filled  the  bottle  with  water,  and  gave  the  lad  drink. 

And  God  was  with  the  lad,  and  he  grew;  and  he 
dwelt  in  the  wilderness,  and  became  a  hunter.  And 
he  dwelt  in  the  wilderness  of  Paran ;  and  his  mother 
took  him  a  wife  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt. 

4  That  is,  only  the  descendants  of  Isaac  (and  not  of  Ishmael) 
will  bear  your  name.  The  Jews  are  known  as  the  ' '  children  of  Abra- 
ham. ' ' 

5  For  it  is  hard  to  find  water  in  the  desert. 
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And  it  came  to  pass  after  these  things,  that  God 
did  test  Abraham,  and  said  unto  him:  'Abraham'; 
and  he  said:  'Here  am  I.'  And  He  said:  'Take 
now  thy  son,  thine  only  son,  whom  thou  lovest,  even 
Isaac,  and  get  thee  into  the  land  of  Moriah  ! ;  and 
offer  him  these  for  a  burnt-offering  upon  one  of 
the  mountains  which  I  will  tell  thee  of.'  And  Abra- 
ham rose  early  in  the  morning  and  saddled  his  ass 
and  took  two  of  his  young  men  with  him,  and  Isaac, 
his  son;  and  he  chopped  the  wood  for  the  burnt- 
offering,  and  rose  up,  and  went  unto  the  place  of 
which  God  had  told  him. 

On  the  third  day  Abraham  lifted  up  his  eyes, 
and  saw  the  place  afar  off.  And  Abraham  said 
unto  his  young  men:  'Stay  ye  here  with  the  ass, 
and  I  and  the  lad  will  go  yonder;  and  we  will 
worship,  and  come  back  to  you.'  And  Abraham 
took  the  wood  of  the  burnt-offering,  and  laid  it 
upon  Isaac  his  son;  and  he  took  in  his  hand  the 
fire  2  and  the  knife ;  and  they  went  both  of  them 
together. 

And  Isaac  spoke  unto  Abraham  his  father,  and 
said:    'My  father.'     And  he  said:    'Here  am  I, 

1  According  to  Jewish  tradition,  this  was  the  place  where  the 
Temple  was  afterwards  erected. 

2  That  is,  a  pot  of  live  coals. 
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my  son.'  And  he  said:  'Behold  the  fire  and  the 
wood;  but  where  is  the  lamb  for  a  burnt-offering?' 
And  Abraham  said:  'God  will  provide  Himself 
the  lamb  for  a  burnt-offering,  my  son,' 3  So  they 
went  both  of  them  together. 

And  they  came  to  the  place  which  God  had  told 
him  of;  and  Abraham  built  the  altar  there  and 
laid  the  wood  in  order,  and  bound  Isaac  his  son, 
and  laid  him  on  the  altar,  upon  the  wood.  And 
Abraham  stretched  forth  his  hand,  and  took  the 
knife  to  slay  his  son. 

And  the  angel  of  the  Lord  called  unto  him  out 
of  heaven,  and  said:  'Abraham,  Abraham.'  And 
he  said:  'Here  am  I.'  And  he  said:  'Lay  not 
thy  hand  upon  the  lad,  neither  do  thou  anything 
unto  him;  for  now  I  know  that  thou  art  a  God- 
fearing man,  seeing  thou  has  not  withheld  thy  son, 
thine  only  son,  from  Me.' 4 

And  Abraham  lifted  up  his  eyes,  and  looked, 
and  behold  behind  him  a  ram  caught  in  the  thicket 
by  his  horns.  And  Abraham  went  and  took  the 
ram,  and  offered  him  up  for  a  burnt-offering  in  the 
stead  of  his  son.    And  the  angel  of  the  Lord  called 


3  Abraham  did  not  want  to  tell  Isaac  that  the  latter  was  to  be 
the  sacrifice. 

4  God  only  wished  to  test  Abraham's  faith.  This  incident  was 
to  show  Abraham  that  God  did  not  demand  human  sacrifices,  which 
were  customary  among  many  nations  during  those  times. 
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unto  Abraham  a  second  time  out  of  heaven,  and 
said:  'By  Myself  have  I  sworn,  saith  the  Lord, 
because  thou  hast  done  this  thing,  and  hast  not 
withheld  thy  son,  thine  only  son,  that  in  blessing  I 
will  bless  thee,  and  in  multiplying  I  will  multiply 
thy  seed  as  the  stars  of  the  heaven,  and  as  the  sand 
which  is  upon  the  seashore ;  and  thy  seed  shall  pos- 
sess the  gate  5  of  his  enemies ;  and  in  thy  seed  shall 
all  the  nations  of  the  earth  be  blessed ;  because  thou 
hast  hearkened  to  My  voice, 

So  Abraham  returned  unto  his  young  men,  and 
they  rose  up  and  went  together  to  Beersheba;  and 
Abraham  dwelt  at  Beersheba. 


5  "Gate"  in  Hebrew  often  stands  for  "city." 
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And  the  life  of  Sarah  was  a  hundred  and  twenty- 
seven  years;  these  were  the  years  of  the  life  of 
Sarah.    And  Sarah  died  in  Kiriath-arba — the  same 


is  Hebron 1 — in  the  land  of  Canaan ;  and  Abraham 
came  to  mourn  for  Sarah,  and  to  weep  for  her. 

And  Abraham  rose  up  from  before  his  dead,  and 
spoke  unto  the  children  of  Heth2,  saying:    'I  am  a 

l  Hebron  is  the  name  of  a  large  city  to  the  south  of  Jerusalem. 
Its  older  name  was  Kiriath-arba,  which  means  ' '  the  City  of  Arba, 
called  after  a  giant  by  the  name  of  Arba. 

2"Heth,M  or  ' ' Hittites, ' '  is  the  name  of  an  ancient  race  which 
lived  principally  in  Asia  Minor ;  some  parts  of  it  lived  in  Syria  and 
in  Palestine. 
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stranger  and  a  sojourner  with  you;  give  me  a  pos- 
session of  a  burying-place  with  you,  that  I  may 
bury  my  dead  out  of  my  sight.'  And  the  children 
of  Heth  answered  Abraham,  saying  unto  him: 
'Hear  us,  my  lord:  thou  art  a  mighty  prince  among 
us ;  in  the  choicest  of  our  sepulchres 3  bury  thy  dead ; 
none  of  us  shall  withhold  from  thee  his  sepulchre, 
but  that  thou  ma  vest  bury  thy  dead.'  And  Abra- 
ham rose  up,  and  bowed  down  to  the  people  of  the 
land,  even  to  the  children  of  Heth.  And  he  spoke 
with  them,  saying:  'If  it  be  your  mind  that  I 
should  bury  my  dead  out  of  my  sight,  hear  me,  and 
entreat  for  me  to  Ephron  the  son  of  Zohar4,  that 
he  may  give  me  the  cave  of  Machpelah,  which  he 
hath,  which  is  in  the  end  of  his  field;  for  the  full 
price  let  him  give  it  to  me  in  the  midst  of  you  for 
a  possession  of  a  burying-place.' 

Xow  Ephron  was  sitting  in  the  midst  of  the 
children  of  Heth;  and  Ephron  the  Hittite  answered 
Abraham  in  the  hearing  of  the  children  of  Heth, 
even  of  all  that  went  in  at  the  gate  of  his  city5, 
saying:  'Nay,  my  lord,  hear  me:  the  field  give  I 
thee,  and  the  cave  that  is  therein,  I  give  it  thee; 
in  the  presence  of  the  sons  of  my  people  give  I  it 
thee;  bury  thy  dead.'  And  Abraham  bowed  down 
before  the  people  of  the  land.    And  he  spoke  unto 

3  A  sepulchre  is  a  burying  place. 

4  A  prominent  leader  of  the  Hittites  in  Hebron. 

5  That  is,  all  the  men  prominent  in  public  affairs. 
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Ephron  in  the  hearing  of  the  people  of  the  land, 
saying:  'But  if  thou  wilt,  I  pray  thee,  hear  me: 
I  will  give  the  price  of  the  field;  take  it  of  me, 
and  I  will  bury  my  dead  there.'  And  Ephron 
answered  Abraham,  saying  unto  him:  'My  lord, 
hearken  unto  me:  a  piece  of  land  worth  four  hun- 
dred shekels 6  of  silver,  what  is  that  between  me  and 
thee?  bury  therefore  thy  dead.'  And  Abraham 
hearkened  unto  Ephron;  and  Abraham  weighed  to 


Ephron  the  silver,  which  he  had  named  in  the  hear- 

6  In  olden  days,  before  coins  were  in  use,  it  was  the  custom  to 
weigh  money,  instead  of  counting  it.  The  "shekel"  was  the  standard 
of  weight  and  later  became  the  name  of  a  Jewish  coin. 
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ing  of  the  children  of  Heth,  four  hundred  shekels 
of  silver,  current  money  with  the  merchant. 6a 

So  the  field  of  Ephron,  which  was  in  Machpelah, 
which  was  before  Mamre,  the  field,  and  the  cave 
which   was   therein,   and   all   the   trees   that   were 

in  the  field,  that 
were  in  all  the 
border  thereof 
round  about, 
were  made  sure 
unto  Abraham 
for  a  possession 
in  the  presence  of 
the  children  of 
Heth,  before  all 
that  went  in  at 
the  gate  of  his 
city.  And  after 
this,  Abraham 
buried  Sarah  his 
wife  in  the  cave  of  the  field  of  Machpelah  before 
Mamre —  the  same  is  Hebron  —  in  the  land  of 
Canaan.  And  the  field,  and  the  cave  that  is  therein, 
were  made  sure  unto  Abraham  for  a  possession  of 
a  burying-place  by  the  children  of  Heth. 

6a  The  entire  transaction  between  Abraham  and  Ephron  is  in  the 
regular  form  of  trading  in  the  Orient,  and  is  given  in  full  to  show 
that  Abraham  acquired  his  right  to  the  Cave  in  accordance  with  the 
law  of  the  land. 
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And  Abraham  was  old,  Avell  advanced  in  age ;  and 
the  Lord  had  blessed  Abraham  in  all  things.  And 
Abraham  said  unto  his  servant1,  the  elder  of  his 
house,  that  ruled  over  all  that  he  had :  'Put,  I  pray 
thee,  thy  hand  under  my  thigh2.  And  I  will  make 
thee  swear  by  the  Lord,  the  God  of  heaven  and  the 
God  of  the  earth,  that  thou  shalt  not  take  a  wife 
for  my  son  of  the  daughters  of  the  Canaanites, 
among  whom  I  dwell.  But  thou  shalt  go  unto  my 
country,  and  to  my  kindred,  and  take  a  wife  for 
my  son,  even  for  Isaac'  And  the  servant  said  unto 
him:  'Perhaps  the  woman  will  not  be  willing  to 
follow  me  unto  this  land;  must  I  needs  bring  thy 
son  back  unto  the  land  from  whence  thou  earnest?' 
And  Abraham  said  unto  him:  'Beware  thou  that 
thou  bring  not  my  son  back  thither.  The  Lord, 
the  God  of  heaven,  who  took  me  from  my  father's 
house,  and  from  the  land  of  my  birth,  and  who 
spoke  unto  me,  and  who  swore  unto  me,  saying: 
Unto  thy  seed  will  I  give  this  land;  He  will  send 
His  angel  before  thee,  and  thou  shalt  take  a  wife 
for  my  son  from  thence.  And  if  the  woman  be  not 
willing  to  follow  thee,  then  thou  shalt  be  clear3 
from  this  my  oath;  only  thou  shalt  not  bring  my 

1  That  is,  Eliezer. 

2  This  was  the  manner  of  taking  a  very. solemn  oath  in  those  days. 

3  Released. 
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son  back  thither.'  And  the  servant  put  his  hand 
under  the  thigh  of  Abraham  his  master,  and  swore 
to  him  concerning  this  matter. 

And  the  servant  took  ten  camels,  of  the  camels 
of  his  master,  and  departed;  having  all  goodly 
things  of  his  master's  in  his  hand ;  and  he  arose,  and 
went  to  Aram-naharaim 4,  unto  the  city  of  Nahor 5. 
And  he  made  the  camels  to  kneel  down  outside  the 
city  by  the  well  of  water  at  the  time  of  evening, 
the  time  that  women  go  out  to  draw  water 6.  And 
he  said :  'O  Lord,  the  God  of  my  master  Abraham, 
send  me,  I  pray  Thee,  good  luck  this  day,  and 
show  kindness  unto  my  master  Abraham.  Behold, 
I  stand  by  the  fountain  of  water;  and  the  daugh- 
ters of  the  men  of  the  city  come  out  to  draw  water. 
So  let  it  come  to  pass,  that  the  maiden  to  whom  I 
shall  say:  Let  down  thy  pitcher,  I  pray  thee,  that 
I  may  drink;  and  she  shall  say:  Drink,  and  I  will 
give  thy  camels  drink  also7;  let  the  same  be  she 
that  Thou  hast  appointed  for  Thy  servant,  even 
for  Isaac;  and  thereby  shall  I  know  that  Thou 
hast  shown  kindness  unto  my  master.' 

And  it  came  to  pass,  before  he  had  done  speak- 

4  The  name  means  ' '  Between  the  Two  Rivers, ' '  that  is,  between 
the  Tigris  and  the  Euphrates.  Today  it  is  called  Mesopotamia,  which 
is  a  Greek  word  meaning  the  same  thing. 

5  Abraham 's  brother. 

6  For  in  the  East,  the  well  is  the  meeting  pl^ce  of  the  women  of 
the  town. 

7  Thereby  showing  hospitality  to  strangers  and  kindness  to  animals.. 
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ing,  that,  behold,  Rebekah  came  out,  who  was  born 
to  Bethuel  the  son  of  Mileah,  the  wife  of  Nahor, 
Abraham's  brother,  with  her  pitcher  upon  her;  and 
she  went  down  to  the  fountain  and  filled  her  pitcher, 
and  came  up. 

And  the  servant  ran  to  meet  her,  and  said: 
'Give  me  to  drink,  I  pray  thee,  a  little  water  of 
thy  pitcher.'     And  she  said:     'Drink,  my  lord'; 
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and  she  hastened,  and  let  down  her  pitcher  upon  her 
hand,  and  gave  him  drink.  And  when  she  had  done 
giving  him  drink,  she  said:  'I  will  draw  for  thy 
camels  also,  until  they  have  done  drinking.'  And 
she  hastened,  and  emptied  her  pitcher  into  the 
trough,  and  ran  again  unto  the  well  to  draw,  and 


drew  for  all  his  camels.  And  the  man  looked 
steadfastly  on  her;  holding  his  peace8,  to  find  out 
whether  the  Lord  had  made  his  journey  prosperous 
or  not. 


8  That  is,  keeping  quiet. 
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And  it  came  to  pass, 
as  the  camels  had 
done  drinking,  that 
the  man  took  a 
golden  ring  of  half  a 
shekel  weight9,  and 
two  bracelets  for  her 
hands  of  ten  shekels 
weight  of  gold;  and 
said:  'Whose  daugh- 
ter art  thou?  tell  me,  I  pray  thee.  Is  there 
room  in  thy  father's  house  for  us  to  lodge  in?'  And 
she  said  unto  him:  'I  am  the  daughter  of  Bethuel 
the  son  of  Milcah,  whom  she  bore  unto  Xahor.' 
She  said  moreover  unto  him:  'We  have  both  straw 
and  fodder  enough,  and  room  to  lodge  in.'  And 
the  man  bowed  his  head,  and  prostrated  himself 
before  the  Lord.  And  he  said:  'Blessed  be  the 
Lord,  the  God  of  my  master  Abraham,  who  hath 
not  forsaken  His  mercy  and  His  truth  toward  my 
master ;  as  for  me,  the  Lord  hath  led  me  in  the  way 
to  the  house  of  my  master's  brethren.' 

And  the  maiden  ran,  and  told  her  mother's 
household  according  to  these  words.  And  Rebekah 
had  a  brother,  and  his  name  was  Laban ;  and  Laban 
ran  out  unto  the  man,  unto  the  fountain.  And  it 
came  to  pass,  when  he  saw  the  ring,  and  the  brace- 


9  The  "shekel"  was  the  standard  of  weight. 
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lets  upon  his  sister's  hands,  and  when  he  heard  the 
words  of  Rebekah  his  sister,  saying:  'Thus  spoke 
the  man  unto  me,'  that  he  came  unto  the  man;  and, 
behold,  he  stood  by  the  camels  at  the  fountain. 
And  he  said:  'Come  in,  thou  blessed  of  the  Lord; 
wherefore  standest  thou  without?  for  I  have  cleared 
the  house,  and  made  room  for  the  camels.'  And  the 
man  came  into  the  house,  and  he  ungirded  the 
camels ;  and  he  gave  straw  and  fodder  for  the  cam- 
els, and  water  to  wash  his  feet  and  the  feet  of  the 
men  that  were  with  him.  And  there  was  set  food 
before  him  to  eat ;  but  he  said :  'I  will  not  eat,  until 
I  have  told  mine  errand.'    And  he  said :    'Speak  on.' 

And  he  said:  'I  am  Abraham's  servant.  And 
the  Lord  hath  blessed  my  master  greatly;  and  he 
is  become  great ;  and  He  hath  given  him  flocks  and 
herds,  and  silver  and  gold,  and  men-servants  and 
maid-servants,  and  camels  and  asses.  And  Sarah 
my  master's  wife  bore  a  son  to  my  master  when 
she  was  old;  and  unto  him  hath  he  given  all  that 
he  hath.  And  my  master  made  me  swear,  saying: 
Thou  shalt  not  take  a  wife  for  my  son  of  the 
daughters  of  the  Canaanites,  in  whose  land  I  dwell. 
But  thou  shalt  go  unto  my  father's  house,  and  to 
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my  kindred,  and  take  a  wife  for  my  son.  And  I 
said  unto  my  master:  Perhaps  the  woman  will 
not  follow  me.  And  he  said  unto  me:  The  Lord, 
before  whom  I  walk,  will  send  His  angel  with  thee, 
and  prosper  thy  way;  and  thou  shalt  take  a  wife 
for  my   son   of  my  kindred,   and   of  my  father's 


house ;  then  shalt  thou  be  clear  from  my  oath,  when 
thou  comest  to  my  kindred ;  and  if  they  give  her  not 
to  thee,  thou  shalt  be  clear  from  my  oath.  And  I 
came  this  day  unto  the  fountain,  and  said :  O  Lord, 
the  God  of  my  master  Abraham,  if  now  Thou  do 
prosper  my  way  which  I  go:  behold,  I  stand  by 
the  fountain  of  water;  and  let  it  come  to  pass,  that 
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the  maiden  that  cometh  forth  to  draw,  to  whom  I 
shall  say:  Give  me,  I  pray  thee,  a  little  water  from 
thy  pitcher  to  drink ;  and  she  shall  say  to  me :  Both 
drink  thou,  and  I  will  also  draw  for  thy  camels; 
let  the  same  be  the  woman  whom  the  Lord  hath 
appointed  for  my  master's  son.  And  before  I  had 
done  speaking  to  my  heart,  behold,  Jtebekah  came 
forth  with  her  pitcher  on  her  shoulder;  and  she 
went  down  unto  the  fountain,  and  drew.  And  I 
said  unto  her:  Let  me  drink,  I  pray  thee.  And 
she  made  haste,  and  let  down  her  pitcher  from  her 
shoulder,  and  said:  Drink,  and  I  will  give  thy 
camels  drink  also.  So  I  drank,  and  she  made  the 
camels  drink  also.  And  I  asked  her,  and  said: 
Whose  daughter  art  thou?  And  she  said:  The 
daughter  of  Bethuel,  Nahor's  son,  whom  Milcah 
bore  unto  him.  And  I  put  the  ring  upon  her  nose,10 
and  the  bracelets  upon  her  hands.  And  I  bowed 
my  head,  and  prostrated  myself  before  the  Lord, 
and  blessed  the  Lord,  the  God  of  my  master  Abra- 
ham, who  had  led  me  in  the  right  way  to  take  my 
master's  brother's  daughter  for  his  son.  And  now 
if  ye  will  deal  kindly  and  truly  with  my  master,  tell 
me ;  and  if  not,  tell  me ;  that  I  may  turn  to  the  right 
hand,  or  to  the  left.'  10a 


10  It  is   still  the  custom   among  many  Oriental  peoples  to  wear 
nose  rings. 

10a  That  is,  that  I  may  know  what  to  do. 
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Then  Laban  and  Bethuel  answered  and  said: 
'The  thing  comes  from  the  Lord;  we  cannot  speak 
unto  thee  bad  or  good.11  Behold,  Rebekah  is  before 
thee,  take  her,  and  go,  and  let  her  be  thy  master's 
son's  wife,  as  the  Lord  hath  spoken.' 

And  it  came  to  pass,  that,  when  Abraham's  ser- 
vant heard  their  words,  he  bowed  himself  down  to 
the  earth  unto  the  Lord.  And  the  servant  brought 
forth  jewels  of  silver,  and  jewels  of  gold,  and  rai- 
ment, and  gave  them  to  Rebekah;  he  gave  also  to 
her  brother  and  to  her  mother  precious  things. 
And  they  did  eat  and  drink,  he  and  the  men  that 
were  with  him,  and  sta}red  all  night;  and  they  rose 
up  in  the  morning,  and  he  said:  'Send  me  away 
unto  my  master.'  And  her  brother  and  her  mother 
said:  'Let  the  maiden  stay  wTith  us  a  few  days,  at 
the  least  ten;  after  that  she  shall  go.  And  he 
said  unto  them:  'Delay  me  not,  seeing  the  Lord 
hath  prospered  my  way,  send  me  away  that  I  may 
go  to  my  master.'  And  they  said:  'We  will  call 
the  maiden,  and  inquire  at  her  mouth.' lla  And  they 
called  Rebekah,  and  said  unto  her:     'Wilt  thou 


11  That  is,  it  is  not  for  us  to  interfere  in  any  way. 
Ha  That  is,  ask  her„ 
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73  go  with  this 
I  man?'  And 
]  she  said:  'I 
will  go.'  And 
they  sent 
away  Rebekah 
their  sister, 
and  her  nurse, 
and  Abra- 
ham's servant, 
and  his  men. 
And  they 
blessed  Re- 
bekah,  and 
said  unto  her: 
'Our  sister,  be 
thou  the 
mother  of 
thousands  of 
ten  thou- 
sands, and  let  thy  seed  possess  the  gate  of  those  that 
hate  them.' llb 

And  Rebekah  arose,  and  her  maidens,  and 
they  rode  upon  the  camels,  and  followed 
the   man.      And  the   servant   took   Rebekah,   and 


lib  That  is,  conquer  the  cities  of  their  enemies. 
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went  his  way.  And  Isaac  went  out  to  meditate l2 
in  the  field  towards  evening;  and  he  lifted  up  his 
eyes,  and  saw,  and,  behold,  there  were  camels  com- 
ing. And  Rebekah  lifted  up  her  eyes,  and  when 
she  saw  Isaac,  she  alighted13  from  the  camel.  And 
she  said  unto  the  servant:  'What  man  is  this  that 
walketh  in  the  field  to  meet  us?'  And  the  servant 
said:  'It  is  my  master.'  And  she  took  her  veil, 
and  covered  herself14. 

And  the  servant  told  Isaac  all  the  things  that 
he   had   done.     And   Isaac   brought   her   into   his 


mother  Sarah's  tent,  and  took  Rebekah,  and  she 
became  his  wife :  and  he  loved  her.  And  Isaac  was 
comforted  for  his  mother. 

12  The  Rabbis  explain  that  "to  meditate' '  here  means  "to  pray, 
and  that  Isaac  went  out  to  recite  the  afternoon  prayer  called  Minna. 

13  That  is.  she  slipped  down  in  order  to  avoid  being  seen  by  a  man. 
1^  In  the  East,  it  has  always  been  customary  for  women  to  wear 

heavy  veils  so  as  not  to  be  seen  by  men.  They  are  not  veiled  in  the 
presence  of  slaves. 
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And  this  is  the  story  of  Isaac,  Abraham's  son: 
Abraham  begot  Isaac.  And  Isaac  was  forty  years 
old  when  he  took  Rebekah,  the  daughter  of  Bethuel 
the  Aramean,  of  Paddan-aram,  the  sister  of  Laban 
the  Aramean,  to  be  his  wife.  And  Isaac  entreated 
the  Lord  for  his  wife,  because  she  was  childless; 
and  the  Lord  let  Himself  be  entreated  of  him1, 
and  Rebekah  his  wife  conceived.  And  the  children 
struggled  together  within  her;  and  she  said:  'If 
it  be  so,  wherefore  do  I  live?'  And  she  went  to 
inquire  of  the  Lord.    And  the  Lord  said  unto  her : 

Two  nations  are  in  thy  womb, 

And  two  peoples  shall  be  separated  from  thy 
bowels ; 

And  the  one  people  shall  be  stronger  than  the 
other  people ; 

And  the  elder  shall  serve  the  younger. 
And  when  her  days  to  give  birth  were  fulfilled, 
behold,  there  were  twins  in  her  womb.  And  the 
first  came  forth  ruddy,  all  over  like  a  hairy  mantle ; 
and  they  called  his  name  Esau2.  And  after  that 
came  forth  his  brother,  and  his  hand  had  hold  on 
to  Esau's  heel;  and  his  name  was  called  Jacob3. 

i  That  is,  God  granted  his  request. 

2  That  is,  "the  hairy." 

3  Jacob  in  Hebrew  means  "one  that  takes  by  the  heel, " 
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And  the  boys  grew;  and  Esau  was  a  skillful 
hunter,  a  man  of  the  field;  and  Jacob  was  a  quiet 
man,  dwelling  in  tents4.  Now  Isaac  loved  Esau, 
because  he  did  eat  of  his  venison5;  and  Rebekah 
loved  Jacob. 

One  day,  Jacob  cooked  pottage6;  and  Esau  came 
in  from  the  field,  and  he  was  faint.  And  Esau 
said  to  Jacob :    'Let  me  swallow,  I  pray  thee,  some 


fAJ 


of  this  red,  red  pottage ;  for  I  am  faint.'  Therefore 
was  his  name  called  Edom7.  And  Jacob  said: 
'Sell  me  first  thy  birthright8.     And   Esau  said: 

4  That  is,  one  who  loved  to  sit  at  home.    The  Rabbis  explain  this 
expression  to  mean  that  he  was  of  a  studious  disposition. 

5  The  meat  of  hunted  animals.    Later  on  the  Jews  were  forbidden 
to  eat  such  meat. 

6  That  is,  a  thick  broth ;  a  kind  of  porridge. 

7  Edom  is  related  to  the  Hebrew  word  Adorn,  which  means  "red." 

8  The  birthright  is  the  right  of  the  eldest  son  to  succeed  his  father. 
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'Behold,  I  am  about  to 
die9 ;  and  what  profit  shall 
the  birthright  do  to  me?' 
And  Jacob  said:  'Swear 
to  me  first' ;  and  he  swore 
unto  him;  and  he  sold  his 
birthright  unto  Jacob. 
And  Jacob  gave  Esau 
bread  and  pottage  of  len- 
tils; and  he  did  eat  and 
drink,  and  rose  up,  and 
went  his  way.  So  Esau 
despised  his  birthright 10. 

And  it  came  to  pass,  that  when  Isaac  was  old,  and 
his  eyes  were  dim,  so  that  he  could  not  see,  he  called 
Esau  his  elder  son,  and  said  unto  him:  'My  son'; 
and  he  said  unto  him:  'Here  am  I.'  And  he  said: 
'Behold  now,  I  am  old,  I  know  not  the  day  of  my 
death.  Xow  therefore  take,  I  pray  thee,  thy  weap- 
ons, thy  quiver11  and  thy  bow,  and  go  out  to  the 
field,  and  take  me  venison ;  and  make  me  tasty  food, 
such  as  I  love,  and  bring  it  to  me,  that  I  may  eat; 
that  my  soul  may  bless  thee  before  I  die.'  And 
Rebekah  heard  when  Isaac  spoke  to  Esau  his  son. 
And  Esau  went  to  the  field  to  hunt  for  venison,  and 

9  That  is,  I  am  so  hungry  that  I  am  about  to  die. 

10  Esau  showed  how  lightly  he  regarded  his  claims  to  birth- 
right by  selling  it  for  a  mess  of  pottage. 

11  A  bag  containing  arrows. 
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to  bring  it.  And  Rebekah  spoke  unto  Jacob  her 
son,  saying:  'Behold,  I  heard  thy  father  speak  unto 
Esau  thy  brother,  saying:  Bring  me  venison,  and 
make  me  tasty  food,  that  I  may  eat,  and  bless 
thee  before  the  Lord  before  my  death.  Now  there- 
fore, my  son,  hearken  to  my  voice  according  to 
that  which  I  command  thee.  Go  now  to  the  flock, 
and  fetch  me  from  thence  two  good  kids  of  the 
goats;  and  I  will  make  them  tasty  food  for  thy 
father,  such  as  he  loveth ;  and  thou  shalt  bring  it  to 
thy  father,  that  he  may  eat,  so  that  he  may  bless 
thee  before  his  death.'  And  Jacob  said  to  Rebekah 
his  mother:  'Behold,  Esau  my  brother  is  a  hairy 
man,  and  I  am  a  smooth  man.  My  father  perhaps 
will  touch  me,  and  I  shall  seem  to  him  as  a  deceiver; 
and  I  shall  bring  a  curse  upon  me,  and  not  a  bless- 
ing.' And  his  mother  said  unto  him:  'Upon  me 
be  thy  curse,  my  son;  only  hearken  to  my  voice12, 
and  go  fetch  me  them.' 

And  he  went,  and  fetched,  and  brought  them  to 
his  mother;  and  his  mother  made  tasty  food,  such 
as  his  father  loved.    And  Rebekah  took  the  choicest 

12  That  is,  obey  me. 
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garments  of  Esau  her  elder  son,  which  were  with 
her  in  the  house,  and  put  them  upon  Jacob  her 
younger  son.  And  she  put  the  skins  of  the  kids 
of  the  goats  upon  his  hands,  and  upon  the  smooth 
of  his  neck 13.  And  she  gave  the  tasty  food  and  the 
bread,  which  she  had  prepared,  into  the  hand  of 
her  son  Jacob. 

And  he  came  unto  his  father,  and  said:  'My 
father';  and  he  said:  'Here  am  I;  who  art  thou, 
my  son?'  And  Jacob  said  unto  his  father:  'I  am 
Esau  thy  first-born14,  I  have  done  according  as 
thou  didst  command  me.  Arise,  I  pray  thee,  sit 
and  eat  of  my  venison,  that  thy  soul  may  bless  me/ 
And  Isaac  said  unto  his  son:  'How  is  it  that  thou 
hast  found  it  so  quickly,  my  son?'  And  he  said: 
'Because  the  Lord  thy  God  sent  me  good  speed.' 
And  Isaac  said  unto  Jacob:  'Come  near,  I  pray 
thee,  that  I  may  feel  thee,  my  son,  whether  thou 
be  my  very  son  Esau  or  not.'  And  Jacob  went  near 
unto  Isaac  his  father;  and  he  felt  him,  and  said: 
'The  voice  is  the  voice  of  Jacob,  but  the  hands  are 
the  hands  of  Esau.'  And  he  recognized  him  not, 
because  his  hands  were  hairy,  as  his  brother  Esau's 
hands ;  so  he  blessed  him.  And  he  said :  'Art  thou 
my  very  son  Esau?'     And  he  said:     'I  am.'     And 

13  That  is,  upon  the  smooth  skin  of  his  neck,  thus  making  him 
appear  hairy  like  Esau. 

14  Jacob  now  considered  himself  to  be  the  first  born,  since  Esau 
had  sold  him  his  birthright. 
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he  said:  'Bring  it  near  to  me,  and  I  will  eat  of  my 
son's  venison,  that  my  soul  may  bless  thee.'  And 
he  brought  it  near  to  him,  and  he  did  eat;  and  he 
brought  him  wine,  and  he  drank.  And  his  father 
Isaac  said  unto  him:  'Come  near  now,  and  kiss 
me,  my.  son.'  And  he  came  near,  and  kissed  him. 
And  he  smelled  the  smell  of  his  garment,  and 
blessed  him,  and  said: 
'See,  the  smell  of  my  son 
Is  as  the  smell  of  a   field  which  the  Lord  hath 

blessed.15 
So  God  give  thee  of  the  dew  of  heaven, 
And  of  the  fat  places  of  the  earth, 
And  plenty  of  corn  and  wine. 
Let  peoples  serve  thee, 
And  nations  bow  down  to  thee. 
Be  lord  over  thy  brethren, 
And  let  thy  mother's  sons  bow  down  to  thee. 
Cursed  be  every  one  that  curseth  thee, 
And  blessed  be  every  one  that  blesseth  thee.' 

And  it  came  to  pass,  as  soon  as  Isaac  had  made  an 
end  of  blessing  Jacob,  and  Jacob  was  yet  scarcely 
gone  out  from  the  presence  of  Isaac  his  father,  that 
Esau  his  brother  came  in  from  his  hunting.  And 
he  also  made  tasty  food,  and  brought  it  unto  his 
father ;  and  he  said  unto  his  father :  'Let  my  father 
arise,  and  eat  of  his  son's  venison,  that  thy  soul  may 

15  That  is,  of  a  field  in  full  bloom. 
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bless  me.'  And  Isaac  his  father  said  unto  him: 
'Who  art  thou?'  And  he  said:  'I  am  thy  son,  thy 
first-born,  Esau.'  And  Isaac  trembled  very  ex- 
ceedingly, and  said:  'Who  then  is  he  that  hath 
taken  venison,  and  brought  it  me,  and  I  have  eaten 
of  all  before  thou  earnest,  and  have  blessed  him? 
yea,  and  he  shall  be  blessed.' 

When  Esau  heard  the  words  of  his  father,  he 
cried  with  an  exceeding  great  and  bitter  cry,  and 
said  unto  his  father:  'Bless  me,  even  me  also,  O 
my  father.'  And  he  said:  'Thy  brother  came  with 
deceit,  and  hath  taken  away  thy  blessing.'  And 
he  said:  'Is  not  he  rightly  named  Jacob16?  for  he 
hath  tricked  me  these  two  times:  he  took  away  my 
birthright;  and,  behold,  now  he  hath  taken  away 
my  blessing.'  And  he  said:  'Hast  thou  not  re- 
served a  blessing  for  me?'  And  Isaac  answered 
and  said  unto  Esau:  'Behold,  I  have  made  him 
thy  lord,  and  all  his  brethren  have  I  given  to  him 
for  servants;  and  with  corn  and  wine  have  I  sus- 
tained him;  and  what  then  shall  I  do  for  thee,  my 
son?'  And  Esau  said  unto  his  father:  'Hast  thou 
but  one  blessing,  my  father  ?  bless  me,  even  me  also, 
O  my  father.'  And  Esau  lifted  up  his  voice,  and 
wept.  And  Isaac  his  father  answered  and  said 
unto  him: 


16  Jacob  sounds  similar  to  the  Hebrew  word  AJcab,  which  means 
"to  deceive,  to  cheat."  Another  explanation  of  the  name  "Jacob" 
is  mentioned  previously. 
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'Behold,  of  the  fat  places  of  the  earth  shall  be  thy 

dwelling, 
And  of  the  dew  of  heaven  from  above; 
And  by  thy  sword  shalt  thou  live,17  and  thou  shalt 

serve  thy  brother; 
And  it  shall  come  to  pass  when  thou  shalt  break 

loose,18 
That  thou  shalt  shake  his  yoke  from  off  thy  neck.' 
And  Esau  hated  Jacob  because  of  the  blessing 
wherewith  his  father  blessed  him.  And  Esau  said 
in  his  heart:  'Let  the  days  of  mourning  for  my 
father  be  at  hand19,  then  will  I  slay  my  brother 
Jacob.'  And  the  words  of  Esau  her  elder  son  were 
told  to  Rebekah ;  and  she  sent  and  called  Jacob  her 
younger  son,  and  said  unto  him:  'Behold,  thy 
brother  Esau,  with  regard  to  thee,  doth  console 
himself20,  intending  to  kill  thee.  Now  therefore, 
my  son,  hearken  to  my  voice ;  and  arise,  flee  thou  to 
Laban  my  brother  to  Haran;  and  stay  with  him  a 
few  days 21,  until  thy  brother's  fury  pass  away;  until 
thy  brother's  anger  pass  away  from  thee,  and  he 
forget  that  which  thou  hast  done  to  him ;  then  I  will 
send,  and  fetch  thee  from  thence;  why  should  I 
lose  you  both  in  one  day?' 

i~  That  is,  thou  shalt  be  a  soldier. 

18  That  is,  revolt  against  thy  brother. 

19  That  is,  as  soon  as  my  father  dies. 

20  For  having  been  robbed  of  his  blessing. 

21  That  is,  for  some  time. 
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And  Jacob  went  out  from  Beersheba,  and  went 
toward  Haran.  And  he  reached  a  place,  and 
stayed  there  all  night,  because  the  sun  was  set ;  and 
he  took  one  of  the  stones  of  the  place,  and  put  it 
under  his  head,  and  lay  down  in  that  place  to  sleep. 


And  he  dreamed,  and  behold  a  ladder  set  up  on  the 
earth,  and  the  top  of  it  reached  to  heaven;  and  be- 
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hold  the  angels  of  God  ascending  and  descending 
on  it.  And,  behold,  the  Lord  stood  beside  him,  and 
said:  'I  am  the  Lord,  the  God  of  Abraham  thy 
father,  and  the  God  of  Isaac.  The  land  whereon 
thou  liest,  to  thee  will  I  give  it,  and  to  thy  seed. 
And  thy  seed  shall  be  as  the  dust  of  the  earth 1,  and 
thou  shalt  spread  abroad2  to  the  west,  and  to  the 
east,  and  to  the  north,  and  to  the  south.  And  in 
thee  and  in  thy  seed  shall  all  the  families  of  the 
earth  be  blessed.  And,  behold,  I  am  with  thee,  and 
will  keep  thee  whithersoever  thou  goest,  and  will 
bring  thee  back  into  this  land;  for  I  will  not  leave 
thee,  until  I  have  done  that  which  I  have  spoken 
to  thee  of.' 

And  Jacob  awaked  out  of  his  sleep,  and  he 
said:  'Surely  the  Lord  is  in  this  place;  and  I 
knew  it  not.'  And  he  was  afraid,  and  said:  'How 
full  of  awe  is  this  place !  this  is  none  other  than  the 
house  of  God,  and  this  is  the  gate  of  heaven.'  And 
Jacob  rose  up  early  in  the  morning,  and  took  the 
stone  that  he  had  put  under  his  head,  and  set  it  up 
for  a  pillar,  and  poured  oil  upon  the  top  of  it 3.  And 
he  called  the  name  of  that  place  Beth-el,4  but  the 
name  of  the  city  was  Luz  formerly. 


i  That  is,  as  numerous  as  the  grains  of  dust. 

2  That  is,  occupy  the  land. 

3  In  order  to  consecrate  it. 

4  Bethel  in  Hebrew  means  the  ' l  House  of  God. ' ' 
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And  Jacob  vowed  a  vow,  saying:  'If  God  will 
be  with  me,  and  will  keep  me  in  this  way  that  I  go, 
and  will  give  me  bread  to  eat,  and  raiment  to  put 
on,  so  that  I  come  back  to  my  father's  house  in 
peace,  then  shall  the  Lord  be  my  God,  and  this 
stone,  which  I  have  set  up  for  a  pillar,  shall  be  God's 
house;  and  of  all  that  Thou  shalt  give  me  I  will 
surely  give  the  tenth  unto  Thee.5' 

Then  Jacob  went  on  his  journey,  and  came  to  the 
land  of  the  children  of  the  east.  And  he  looked, 
and  behold  a  well  in  the  field,  and  lo  three  flocks  of 
sheep  lying  there  by  it. — For  out  of  that  well  they 
watered  the  flocks.  And  the  stone  upon  the  well's 
mouth6  was  great.  And  thither  were  all  the  flocks 
gathered ;  and  they  rolled  the  stone  from  the  well's 
mouth,  and  watered  the  sheep,  and  put  the  stone 
back  upon  the  well's  mouth  in  its  place. — And 
Jacob  said  unto  them:  'My  brethren,  whence  are 
ye?'  And  they  said:  'Of  Haran  are  we.'  And 
he  said  unto  them:  'Know  ye  Laban  the  son  of 
Nahor?'  And  they  said:  'We  know  him.'  And 
he  said  unto  them:  'Is  it  well  with  him?'  And  they 
said:  'It  is  well;  and,  behold,  Rachel  his  daughter 
cometh  with  the  sheep.'     And  he  said:     'Lo,  it  is 

5  According  to  Jewish  law,  a  tenth,  in  Hebrew  called  Ma '  aser, 
of  all  corn  and  cattle  must  be  given  to  the  priest.  In  our  own  day, 
many  Jews  observe  the  custom  of  Ma '  aser  by  giving  a  tenth  of  their 
income  to  charity. 

6  The  well  was  covered  with  a  stone  to  prevent  the  water  from 
becoming  impure. 


A  STRANGE  DREAM 


yet  high  day,  neither  is  it  time  that  the  cattle  should 
be  gathered  together;  water  ye  the  sheep,  and  go 
and  feed  them.'  And  they  said :  'We  cannot ;  until 
all  the  flocks  be  gathered  together,  and  they  roll  the 
stone  from  the  well's  mouth;  then  we  water  the 
sheep/ 

While  he  was  yet  speaking  with  them,  Rachel 


came  with  her  father's  sheep ;  for  she  tended  them. 
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And  it  came  to  pass,  when  Jacob  saw  Rachel  the 
daughter  of  Laban  his  mother's  brother,  and  the 
sheep  of  Laban  his  mother's  brother,  that  Jacob 
went  near,  and  rolled  the  stone  from  the  well's 
mouth,  and  watered  the  flock  of  Laban  his  mother's 
brother.  And  Jacob  kissed  Rachel,  and  lifted  up 
his  voice,  and  wept.  And  Jacob  told  Rachel  that 
he  was  her  father's  brother,  and  that  he  was  Re- 
bekah's  son;  and  she  ran  and  told  her  father. 

And  it  came  to  pass,  when  Laban  heard  the 
tidings  of  Jacob  his  sister's  son,  that  he  ran  to  meet 
him,  and  embraced  him,  and  kissed  him,  and 
brought  him  to  his  house.  And  he  told  Laban  all 
these  things.  And  Laban  said  to  him:  'Surely 
thou  art  my  bone  and  my  flesh7.'  And  he  stayed 
with  him  the  space  of  a  month. 

And  Laban  said  unto  Jacob :  'Because  thou  art 
my  brother,  shouldest  thou  therefore  serve  me  for 
nought?  tell  me,  what  shall  thy  wages  be?'  Now 
Laban  had  two  daughters:  the  name  of  the  elder 
was  Leah,  and  the  name  of  the  younger  was  Rachel. 
And  Leah's  eyes  were  weak;  but  Rachel  was  of 
beautiful  form  and  fair  to  look  upon.  And  Jacob 
loved  Rachel;  and  he  said:  'I  will  serve  thee  seven 
years  for  Rachel  thy  younger  daughter.' 7a     And 

7  That  is,  my  near  relative. 

7a  It  is  still  the  custom  in  the  East  for  the  man  to  buy  his  wife 
from  her  father.  Jacob  at  this  time  was  poor  and  therefore  offered 
seven  years'  wages  for  Rachel. 
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Laban  said:  cIt  is  better  that  I  give  her  to  thee, 
than  that  I  should  give  her  to  another  man;  stay 
with  me.' 


And  Jacob  served  seven  years  for  Rachel;  and 
they  seemed  unto  him  but  a  few  days,  for  the  love 
he  had  to  her.  And  Jacob  said  unto  Laban :  'Give 
me  my  wife,  for  my  days  are  fulfilled.'  And  Laban 
gathered  together  all  the  men  of  the  place,  and 
made  a  feast.  And  it  came  to  pass  in  the  evening, 
that  he  took  Leah  his  daughter,  and  brought  her 
to  him.  And  Laban  gave  Zilpah  his  handmaid 
unto  his  daughter  Leah  for  a  handmaid.  And  it 
came  to  pass  in  the  morning  that,  behold,  it  was 
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Leah;  and  he  said  to  Laban:  'What  is  this  thou 
hast  done  unto  me?  did  not  I  serve  with  thee  for 
Rachel?  wherefore  then  hast  thou  deceived  me?' 
And  Laban  said:  'It  is  not  so  done  in  our  place, 
to  give  the  younger  before  the  first-born8.  Fulfill 
the  week  of  this  one9,  and  we  will  give  thee  the 
other  also  for  the  service  which  thou  shalt  serve 
with  me  yet  seven  other  years.'  And  Jacob  did  so, 
and  fulfilled  her  week;  and  he  gave  him  Rachel  his 
daughter  to  wife.  And  Laban  gave  to  Rachel  his 
daughter  Bilhah  his  handmaid  to  be  her  handmaid. 
And  he 10  loved  Rachel  more  than  Leah,  and  served 
with  him  yet  seven  other  years.  And  the  Lord  saw 
that  Leah  was  hated  and  he  gave  her  children,  but 
Rachel  was  barren.  Then  the  Lord  remembered 
Rachel  and  gave  her  a  son. 


8  That  is,  it  is  not   customary  with  us  that   a   younger  daughter 
should  marry  before  an  older  one. 

9  Tliat  is,  let  the  week  of  festivities  in  connection  with  Leah 's 
wedding  pass. 

10  Jacob. 
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And  it  came  to  pass,  when  Rachel  had  borne 
Joseph,  that  Jacob  said  unto  Laban:  'Send  me 
away,  that  I  may  go  unto  mine  own  place,  and  to 
my  country.  Give  me  my  wives  and  my  children 
for  whom  I  have  served  thee,  and  let  me  go;  for 
thou  knowest  my  service  wherewith  I  have  served 
thee.'  And  Laban  said  unto  him:  'If  now  I  have 
found  favour  in  thine  eyes — I  have  observed  the 
signs  \  and  the  Lord  hath  blessed  me  for  thy  sake. 
And  he  said :  'Appoint  me  thy  wages 2,  and  I  will 
give  it.'  And  he  said  unto  him:  'Thou  knowest 
how  I  have  served  thee,  and  how  thy  cattle  have 
fared  with  me.  For  it  was  little  which  thou  hadst 
before  I  came,  and  it  hath  increased  abundantly: 
and  the  Lokd  hath  blessed  thee  whithersoever  I 
turned.  And  now  when  shall  I  provide  for  mine 
own  house  also 3  ?'  And  he  said :  What  shall  I  give 
thee?'  And  Jacob  said:  'Thou  shalt  not  give  me 
anything;  if  thou  wilt  do  this  thing  for  me,  I  will 
again  feed  thy  flock  and  keep  it.  I  will  pass 
through  all  thy  flock  today,  removing  from  thence 
every  speckled  and  spotted  one,  and  every  dark  one 

i  That  is,  I  have  used  magic,  and  I  have  found  that  God  has  given 
me  wealth  because  of  you. 

2  That  is,  tell  me  what  your  wages  are. 

3  That  is,  until  now  I  have  worked  for  you  and  made  you  rich. 
When  am  I  going  to  establish  my  own  household? 
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among  the  sheep,  and  the  spotted  and  speckled 
among  the  goats;  and  of  such  shall  be  my  hire4.' 
And  Laban  said:  'Behold,  let  it  be  according  to 
thy  word  V  And  he  removed  that  day  the  he-goats 
that  were  streaked  and  spotted,  and  all  the  she- 
goats  that  were  speckled  and  spotted,  every  one 
that  had  white  in  it,  and  all  the  dark  ones  among 
the  sheep,  and  gave  them  into  the  hand  of  his  sons. 
And  he  set  three  days  journey  between  himself  and 
Jacob 6.    And  Jacob  fed  the  rest  of  Laban's  flocks. 

And  Jacob  took  for  himself  rods  of  fresh  poplar, 
and  of  the  almond  and  of  the  plane-tree ;  and  peeled 
white  streaks  in  them,  making  the  white  appear 
which  was  of  the  rods.  And  he  set  the  rods  which 
he  had  peeled  over  against  the  flocks  in  the  gutters 
in  the  watering-troughs  where  the  flocks  came  to 
drink.  And  the  flocks  brought  forth  streaked, 
speckled  and  spotted.  And  the  man  increased  6a 
exceedingly,  and  had  large  flocks,  and  maid- 
servants and  men-servants,  and  camels  and  asses. 

And  he  heard  the  words  of  Laban's  sons,  saying : 
'Jacob  hath  taken  away  all  that  was  our  father's; 
and  of  that  which  was  our  father's  hath  he  gotten  all 

4  That  is,  all  the  newborn  sheep  that  will  be  spotted  and  speckled 
shall  belong  to  me  as  my  wages. 

5  That  is,  I  agree  to  what  you  say.  Laban  was  sure  that  once 
the  speckled  and  the  spotted  animals  would  have  been  removed  from 
the  herd,  the  newly  born  animals  would  all  be  of  a  plain  color. 

6  So  that  the  other  plain  colored  animals  could  not  look  at  them 
and  give  birth  to  spotted  and  speckled  animals  like  them. 

6a  That  is,  grew  rich. 
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this  wealth.'  And  Jacob  beheld  the  face  of  Laban, 
and,  behold,  it  was  not  toward  him  as  beforetime7. 
And  the  Lord  said  unto  Jacob:  'Return  unto  the 
land  of  thy  fathers,  and  to  thy  kindred;  and  I  will, 
be  with  thee.'  And  Jacob  sent  and  called  Rachel 
and  Leah  to  the  field  unto  his  flock,  and  said  unto 
them:  'I  see  your  father's  face,  that  it  is  not 
toward  me  as  beforetime ;  but  the  God  of  my  father 
hath  been  with  me.  And  ye  know  that  with  all  my 
power  I  have  served  your  father.  And  your  father 
hath  mocked  me,  and  changed  my  wages  ten  times ; 
but  God  suffered  him  not 8  to  hurt  me.  If  he  said 
thus:  The  speckled  shall  be  thy  wages;  then  all 
the  flock  bore  speckled.  And  if  he  said  thus:  The 
streaked  shall  be  thy  wages,  then  bore  all  the  flock 
streaked.  Thus  God  hath  taken  away  the  cattle 
of  your  father,  and  given  them  to  me.  And  the 
angel  of  God  said  unto  me  in  a  dream:  I  am  the 
God  of  Beth-el,  where  thou  didst  anoint  a  pillar, 
where  thou  didst  vow  a  vow  unto  Me.  Now  arise, 
get  thee  out  from  this  land,  and  return  unto  the 
land  of  thy  birth.' 

And  Rachel  and  Leah  answered  and  said  unto 
him:  Ts  there  yet  any  portion9  or  inheritance  for 
us  in  our  father's  house?    Are  we  not  regarded  by 

7  It  was  not  so  friendly  as  before. 

8  That  is,  did  not  let  him. 

9  That  is,  have  we  any  share  of  the  wealth  in  our  father 's  house  ? 
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him  as  strangers?  for  he  hath  sold  us,  and  hath  also 
quite  devoured  our  price10.  For  all  the  riches 
which  God  hath  taken  away  from  our  father,  that 
is  ours  and  our  children's.  Now  then,  whatsoever 
God  hath  said  unto  thee,  do.' 

Then  Jacob  rose  up,  and  set  his  sons  and  his 
wives  upon  the  camels;  and  he  carried  away  all 
his  cattle,  and  all  his  wealth  which  he  had  gathered, 
to  go  to  Isaac  his  father  unto  the  land  of  Canaan. 


Now  Laban  was  gone  to  shear  his  sheep.  And 
Rachel  stole  the  teraphim11  that  were  her  father's. 
And  Jacob  outwitted  Laban  the  Aramean,  in  that 
he  told  him  not  that  he  fled.  So  he  fled  with  all  that 
he  had ;  and  he  rose  up,  and  passed  over  the  River 12, 

10  That  is,  the  price  he  received  for  us. 

11  Name  of  idols. 

12  That  is,  the  Euphrates. 
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and  set  his  face  toward  the  mountain  of  Gilead. 
And  it  was  told  Laban  on  the  third  day  that 
Jacob  was  fled.  And  he  took  his  brethren  with  him, 
and  pursued  after  him  seven  days'  journey;  and  he 
overtook  him  in  the  mountain  of  Gilead.  And  God 
came  to  Laban  the  Aramean  in  a  dream  of  the 
night,  and  said  unto  him:  'Take  heed  to  thyself 
that  thou  speak  not  to  Jacob  either  good  or  bad 13.' 
And  Laban  said  to  Jacob:  'What  hast  thou  done, 
that  thou  hast  outwitted  me,  and  carried  away 
my  daughters  as  though  captives  of  the  sword  14  ? 
Wherefore  didst  thou  flee  secretly,  and  outwit  me; 
and  didst  not  tell  me,  that  I  might  have  sent  thee 

13  That  is,  take  care  that  you  do  not  interfere  with  Jacob. 

14  That  is,  as  if  they  were  prisoners  of  war. 
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away  with  rejoicing  and  with  songs,  with  tabret  and 
with  harp;  and  didst  not  let  me  kiss  my  sons  and 
my  daughters?  now  hast  thou  done  foolishly.  It 
is  in  the  power  of  my  hand  to  do  you  hurt ;  but  the 
God  of  your  father  spoke  unto  me  yesternight, 
saying:  Take  heed  to  thyself  that  thou  speak  not 
to  Jacob  either  good  or  bad.  And  now  that  thou 
art  surely  gone,  because  thou  sore  longest  after  thy 
father's  house,  wherefore  hast  thou  stolen  my 
gods15?' 


And  Jacob  answered  and  said  to  Laban:  'Be- 
cause I  was  afraid;  for  I  said:  Lest  thou  shouldest 
take  thy  daughters  from  me  by  force.    With  whom- 

15  Referring  to  the  teraphim  which  Rachel  had  stolen. 
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soever  thou  findest  thy  gods,  he  shall  not  live,  before 
our  brethren  recognize  thou  15a  what  is  thine  with 
me  and  take  it  to  thee.  For  Jacob  knew  not  that 
Rachel  had  stolen  them. 

And  Laban  went  into  Jacob's  tent,  and  into 
Leah's  tent,  and  into  the  tent  of  the  two  maid- 
servants; but  he  found  them  not.  And  he  went  out 
of  Leah's  tent  and  entered  into  Rachel's  tent.  And 
Laban  felt  about  all  the  tent,  but  found  them  not. 
And  Jacob  was  angry  and  quarreled  with  Laban. 
And  Jacob  said  to  Laban:  'What  is  my  trespass? 16 
what  is  my  sin,  that  thou  hast  hotly  pursued  after 
me?  Set  it  here17  before  my  brethren  and  thy 
brethren,  that  they  may  judge  between  us  two. 
These  twenty  years  have  I  been  with  thee;  thy  fe- 
male sheep  and  thy  she-goats  have  not  cast 17a  their 
young,  and  the  male  sheep  of  thy  flocks  have  I 
not  eaten.  That  which  was  torn  of  beasts  I  brought 
not  unto  thee ;  I  bore  the  loss  of  it ;  of  my  hand  didst 
thou  require  it,  whether  stolen  by  day  or  stolen  by 
night.  Thus  I  was:  in  the  day  the  heat  consumed 
me,  and  the  frost  by  night ;  and  my  sleep  fled  from 
mine  eyes.  These  twenty  years  have  I  been  in  thy 
house:  I  served  thee  fourteen  years  for  thy  two 
daughters,  and  six  years  for  thy  flock;  and  thou 
hast  changed  my  wages  ten  times.     Except  the 

15a  That  is,  search. 

16  Crime. 

17  That  is,  put  the  matter. 

n a  That  is,  have  not  lost,  because  of  the  shepherd's  negligence. 
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God  of  my  father,  the  God  of  Abraham,  and  the 
Fear  of  Isaac18,  had  been  on  my  side,  surely  now 
hadst  thou  sent  me  away  empty.  God  hath  seen 
mine  affliction  and  the  labour  of  mv  hands,  and  gave 
judgment  yesternight.' 

And  Laban  answered  and  said  unto  Jacob :  'The 
daughters  are  my  daughters,  and  the  children  are 
my  children,  and  the  flocks  are  my  flocks,  and  all 
that  thou  seest  is  mine;  and  what  can  I  do  this  day 
for  these  my  daughters,  or  for  their  children  whom 
they  have  borne?  And  now  come,  let  us  make  a 
covenant 19,  I  and  thou ;  and  let  it  be  for  a  witness 
between  me  and  thee.' 


%   ■■■ 

mmmm 


And  Jacob  took  a  stone,  and  set  it  up  for  a  pillar. 

18  That  is,  the  God  whom  Isaac  fears. 
19  An  agreement. 
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And  Jacob  said  unto  his  brethren :  'Gather  stones' ; 
and  they  took  stones,  and  made  a  heap.  And 
Laban  said:  'This  heap  is  witness  between  me  and 
thee  this  day.'  And  Laban  said  to  Jacob:  'Behold 
this  heap,  and  behold  the  pillar,  which  I  have  set 
up  between  me  and  thee.  This  heap  be  witness, 
and  the  pillar  be  witness,  that  I  will  not  pass  over 
this  heap  to  thee,  and  that  thou  shalt  not  pass  over 
this  heap  and  this  pillar  unto  me,  for  harm.  The 
God  of  Abraham,  and  the  God  of  Nahor,  the  God 
of  their  father,  judge  between  us.' 

And  Jacob  offered  a  sacrifice  in  the  mountain, 
and  called  his  brethren  to  eat  bread 20 ;  and  they  did 
eat  bread,  and  tarried  all  night  in  the  mountain. 

And  early  in  the  morning  Laban  rose  up,  and 
kissed  his  sons  and  his  daughters,  and  blessed  them. 
And  Laban  departed,  and  returned  unto  his  place. 


20  He  invited  them   to   a  meal  to   celebrate  the  peace  they  had 
concluded. 
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And  Jacob  sent  messengers  before  him  to  Esau 
his  brother  unto  the  land  of  Seir,  the  field  of  Edom. 
And  he  commanded  them,  saying:  'Thus  shall  ye 
say  unto  my  lord  Esau:  Thus  saith  thy  servant 
Jacob:  I  have  dwelt  with  Laban,  and  stayed 
until  now.  And  I  have  oxen,  and  asses  and  flocks, 
and  men-servants  and  maid-servants;  and  I  have 
sent  to  tell  my  lord,  that  I  may  find  favour  in  thy 
sight.'  And  the  messengers  returned  to  Jacob, 
saying:  'We  came  to  thy  brother  Esau,  and  more- 
over he  cometh  to  meet  thee,  and  four  hundred  men 
with  him.'  Then  Jacob  was  greatly  afraid  and  was 
distressed.  And  he  divided  the  people  that  was 
with  him,  and  the  flocks,  and  the  herds,  and  the 
camels,  into  two  camps.  And  he  said:  'If  Esau 
come  to  the  one  camp,  and  smite  it,  then  the  camp 
which  is  left  shall  escape.' 

And  Jacob  said:  'O  God  of  my  father  Abra- 
ham, and  God  of  my  father  Isaac,  O  Lord,  who 
saidst  unto  me:  Return  unto  thy  country,  and  to 
thy  kindred,  and  I  will  do  thee  good;  I  am  not 
worthy  of  all  the  mercies,  and  of  all  the  truth, 
which  Thou  hast  shown  unto  Thy  servant ;  for  with 
my  staff  I  passed  over  this  Jordan;  and  now  I  am 
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become  two  camps1.  Deliver  me,  I  pray  Thee, 
from  the  hand  of  my  brother,  from  the  hand  of 
Esau;  for  I  fear  him,  lest  he  come  and  smite  me, 
the  mother  with  the  children.2  And  Thou  saidst: 
'I  will  surely  do  thee  good,  and  make  thy  seed  as 
the  sand  of  the  sea,'  which  cannot  be  numbered  for 
multitude.' 

And  he  lodged  there  that  night ;  and  took  of  that 
which  he  had  with  him  a  present  for  Esau  his 
brother:  two  hundred  she-goats  and  twenty  he- 
goats,  two  hundred  female  sheep  and  twenty  rams, 
thirty  milch  camels  and  their  colts,  forty  cows  and 
ten  bulls,  twenty  she-asses  and  ten  foals.  And  he 
delivered  them  into  the  hand  of  his  servants,  every 
drove  by  itself;  and  said  unto  his  servants:  'Pass 
over  before  me,  and  put  a  space  between  drove  and 
drove.'  And  he  commanded  the  foremost3,  saying: 
'When  Esau  my  brother  meeteth  thee,  and  asketh 
thee,  saying:  Whose  art  thou?  and  whither  goest 
thou?  and  whose  are  these  before  thee?  then  thou 
shalt  say:  They  are  thy  servant  Jacob's;  it  is  a 
present  sent  unto  my  lord,  even  unto  Esau;  and, 
behold,  he  3a  also  is  behind  us.'  And  he  commanded 
also  the  second,  and  the  third,  and  all  that  followed 


i  That  is,  when  I  crossed  the  Jordan  to  go  to  Laban's  I  had 
nothing  more  than  my  stick.  Now  I  have  so  many  herds  that  they 
can  be  divided  into  two  camps. 

2  That  is,  both  old  and  young. 

3  That  is,  the  man  at  the  head  of  the  first  drove. 
3a  Jacob,  our  master. 
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the  droves,  saying:  'In  this  manner  shall  ye  speak 
unto  Esau,  when  ye  find  him;  and  ye  shall  say: 
Moreover,  behold,  thy  servant  Jacob  is  behind  us.' 
For  he  said:  'I  will  appease  him  with  the  present 
that  goeth  before  me,  and  afterward  I  will  see  his 
face;  perhaps  he  will  accept  me.'  So  the  pres- 
ent passed  over  before  him;  and  he  himself  lodged 
that  night  in  the  camp. 

And  he  rose  up  that  night,  and  took  his  two 
wives,  and  his  two  handmaids,  and  his  eleven  chil- 
dren, and  passed  over  the  stream  of  the  Jabbok. 
And  he  took  them,  and  sent  them  over  the  stream, 
and  sent  over  that  which  he  had.  And  Jacob  was 
left  alone ;  and  there  wrestled  a  man  with  him  until 
the  breaking  of  the  day.  And  when  he  saw  that  he 
prevailed  not  against  him,  he  touched  the  hollow 
of  his  thigh;  and  the  hollow  of  Jacob's  thigh  was 
strained,  as  he  wrestled  with  him.  And  he4  said: 
'Let  me  go,  for  the  day  breaketh.'  And  he  said: 
'I  will  not  let  thee  go,  except  thou  bless  me.'  And 
he  said  unto  him:  'What  is  thy  name?'  And  he 
said:  'Jacob.'  And  he  said:  'Thy  name  shall  be 
called  no  more  Jacob,  but  Israel5;  for  thou  hast 
striven6  with  God  and  with  men,  and  hast  pre- 
vailed.' And  Jacob  asked  him,  and  said :  'Tell  me, 
I  pray  thee,  thy  name.'    And  he  said:    'Wherefore 

4  That  is,  the  man. 

5  Israel  in  Hebrew  means  ' '  he  who  fights  with  God. ' ' 

6  Fought. 
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is  it  that  thou  dost  ask  after  my  name7?'  And  he 
blessed  him  there. 

And  Jacob  called  the  name  of  the  place  Peniel: 
'for  I  have  seen  God  face  to  face8,  and  my  life  is 
preserved.'  And  the  sun  rose  upon  him  as  he 
passed  over  Peniel,  and  he  limped  upon  his  thigh. 

And  Jacob  lifted  up  his  eyes,  and  looked,  and, 


behold,  Esau  came,  and  with  him  four  hundred  men. 
And  he  divided  the  children  unto  Leah,  and  unto 
Rachel,  and  unto  the  two  handmaids.  And  he  put 
the  handmaids  and  their  children  foremost,  and 
Leah  and  her  children  after,  and  Rachel  and  Joseph 

"That  is,  why  do  you  wish  to  know  my  name?     The  man  was 
really  an  angel.        >. 

8  Peniel  in  Hebrew  means  * '  the  face  of  God. ' ' 
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hindermost 9.  And  he  himself  passed  over  before 
them10,  and  bowed  himself  to  the  ground  seven 
times,  until  he  came  near  to  his  brother. 

And  Esau  ran  to  meet  him,  and  embraced  him. 


and  fell  on  his  neck,  and  kissed  him ;  and  they  wept. 

9  Because  he  loved  Rachel  and  Joseph  most,  and  did  not  wish  to 
expose  them  to  danger. 

10  So  that  in  case  Esau  should  attack  them,  Jacob  would  be  able 
to  defend  them. 
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And  he  lifted  up  his  eyes,  and  saw  the  women  and 
the  children;  and  said:  'Who  are  these  with  thee?' 
And  he  said:  'The  children  whom  God  hath  gra- 
ciously given  thy  servant.'  Then  the  handmaids 
came  near,  they  and  their  children,  and  they  bowed 
down.  And  Leah  also  and  her  children  came  near, 
and  bowed  down;  and  after  came  Joseph  near  and 
Rachel,  and  they  bowed  down.  And  he  said :  'What 
meanest  thou  by  all  this  camp  which  I  meet?'  And 
he  said:  'To  find  favour  in  the  sight  of  my  lord.' 
And  Esau  said:  'I  have  enough;  my  brother,  let 
that  which  thou  hast  be  thine.'  And  Jacob  said: 
'Nay,  I  pray  thee,  if  now  I  have  found  favour  in 
thy  sight,  then  receive  my  present  at  my  hand ;  since 
I  have  seen  thy  face,  as  one  seeth  the  face  of  God  u, 
and  thou  wast  pleased  with  me12.  Take,  I  pray 
thee,  my  gift  that  is  brought  to  thee;  because  God 
hath  dealt  graciously  with  me,  and  because  I  have 
enough.'     And  he  urged  him,  and  he  took  it. 

So  Esau  returned  that  day  on  his  way  unto  Seir. 
And  Jacob  journeyed  to  Succoth,  and  built  himself 
a  house,  and  made  booths  for  his  cattle.  Therefore 
the  name  of  the  place  is  called  Succoth13. 

And  they  journeyed  from  Beth-el;  and  there  was 
still  some  way  to  come  to  Ephrath14;  and  Rachel 

11  That  is,  with  delight. 

12  And  not,  as  I  expected,  unfriendly  to  me. 
IS  Succoth  is  the  Hebrew  word  for  "booths." 

14  Another  name  for  Bethlehem,  one  of  the  oldest  towns  of 
Palestine. 
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was  about  to  give  birth,  and  she  had  hard  labour. 
And  it  came  to  pass,  when  she  was  in  hard  labour, 
that  the  midwife  said  unto  her:  'Fear  not;  for  this 
also  is  a  son  for  thee.'  And  it  came  to  pass,  as  her 
soul  was  in  departing — for  she  died — that  she  called 
his  name  Ben-oni15;  but  his  father  called  him  Ben- 
jamin16.   And  Rachel  died,  and  was  buried  on  the 


way  to  Ephrath — the  same  is  Bethlehem.  And 
Jacob  set  up  a  pillar  upon  her  grave;  the  same  is 
the  pillar  of  Rachel's  grave  unto  this  day. 

Now  the  sons  of  Jacob  were  twelve:  the  sons  of 
Leah:  Reuben,  Jacob's  first-born,  and  Simeon,  and 

15  Ben-oni  is  the  Hebrew  for  "the  son  of  my  sorrow." 

16  Benjamin  in  Hebrew  means  "the  son  of  the  right  hand." 
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Levi,  and  Judah,  and  Issachar,  and  Zebulun;  the 
sons  of  Rachel:  Joseph  and  Benjamin;  and  the 
sons  of  Bilhah,  Rachel's  handmaid:  Dan  and 
Naphtali;  and  the  sons  of  Zilpah,  Leah's  handmaid: 
Gad  and  Asher.  These  are  the  sons  of  Jacob,  that 
were  born  to  him  in  Paddan-aram.  And  Jacob 
came  unto  Isaac  his  father  to  Mamre,  to  Kiriath- 
arba — the  same  is  Hebron — where  Abraham  and 
Isaac  sojourned.  And  the  days  of  Isaac  were  a 
hundred  and  eighty  years.  And  Isaac  expired, 
and  died,  and  was  gathered  unto  his  people17,  old 
and  full  of  days;  and  Esau  and  Jacob  his  sons 
buried  him. 


17  That  is,  he  was  buried  with  his  ancestors. 
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Joseph,  being  seventeen  years  old,  was  feeding 
the  flock  with  his  brethren,  being  still  a  lad,  even 


with  the  sons  of  Bilhah,  and  with  the  sons  of  Zilpah, 
his  father's  wives;  and  Joseph  brought  evil  report 
of  them *  unto  their  father.  Now  Israel  loved 
Joseph  more  than  all  his  children,  because  he  was 


l  That  is,  he  told  tales  about  them. 
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the  son  of  his  old  age  ~ ;  and  he  made  him  a  coat  of 
many  colors.  And  when  his  brethren  saw  that 
their  father  loved  him  more  than  all  his  brethren, 
they  hated  him,  and  could  not  speak  peaceably  unto 
him. 

And  Joseph  dreamed  a  dream,  and  he  told  it  to 
his  brethren;  and  they  hated  him  yet  the  more.  And 
he  said  unto  them:  'Hear,  I  pray  you,  this  dream 
which  I  have  dreamed :  for,  behold,  we  were  binding 
sheaves  in  the  field,  and,  lo,  my  sheaf  arose,  and  also 
stood  upright;  and,  behold,  your  sheaves  came 
round  about,  and  bowed  down  to  my  sheaf.'  And 
his  brethren  said  to  him:  'Shalt  thou  indeed  reign 
over  us?  or  shalt  thou  indeed  have  dominion3  over 
us?'  And  they  hated  him  yet  the  more  for  his 
dreams,  and  for  his  words. 

And  he  dreamed  yet  another  dream,  and  told  it  to 
his  brethren,  and  said:  'Behold,  I  have  dreamed 
yet  a  dream :  and,  behold,  the  sun  and  the  moon  and 
eleven  stars  bowed  down  to  me.'  And  he  told  it  to 
his  father,  and  to  his  brethren;  and  his  father  re- 
buked him,  and  said  unto  him :  'What  is  this  dream 
that  thou  hast  dreamed?  Shall  I  and  thy  mother 
and  thy  brethren  indeed  come  to  bow  down  to  thee 
to  the  earth?'  And  his  brethren  envied  him;  3a  but 
his  father  kept  the  saying  in  mind. 

2  Joseph,  was  born  when  his  father,  Jacob,  was  an  old  man. 

3  That  is,  rule. 

3a  That  is,  they  bore  a  grudge  against  him. 
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And  his  brethren  went  to  feed  their  father's  flock 
in  Shechem.  And  Israel  said  unto  Joseph:  'Do 
not  thy  brethren  feed  the  flock  in  Shechem?  come, 
and  I  will  send  thee  unto  them.'  And  he  said  to 
him :  'Here  am  I.'  And  he  said  to  him :  'Go  now, 
see  whether  it  is  well  with  thy  brethren,  and  well 
with  the  flock;  and  bring  me  back  word.'  So  he 
sent  him  out  of  the  vale  of  Hebron,  and  he  came 
to  Shechem. 

And  a  certain  man  found  him,  and,  behold,  he 
was  wandering  in  the  field.  And  the  man  asked 
him,  saying:  'What  seekest  thou?'  And  he  said: 
'I  seek  my  brethren.  Tell  me,  I  pray  thee, 
where  they  are  feeding  the  flock.'  And  the  man 
said:  'They  have  departed  hence;  for  I  heard  them 
say:  Let  us  go  to  Dothan.'  And  Joseph  went 
after  his  brethren,  and  found  them  in  Dothan. 

And  they  saw  him  afar  off,  and  before  he  came 
near  unto  them,  they  conspired  against  him  to  slay 
him.  And  they  said  one  to  another:  'Behold,  this 
dreamer  cometh.  Come  now  therefore,  and  let  us 
slay  him,  and  cast  him  into  one  of  the  pits,  and  we 
will  say:  An  evil  beast  hath  devoured  him;  and  we 
shall  see  what  will  become  of  his  dreams.'  And 
Reuben  heard  it,  and  delivered  him  out  of  their 
hand;  and  said:  'Let  us  not  take  his  life.'  And 
Reuben  said  unto  them:  'Shed  no  blood;  cast  him 
into  this  pit  that  is  in  the  wilderness,  but  lay  no 
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hand  upon  him 4' — that  he  might  deliver  him  out  of 
their  hand,  to  restore  him  to  his  father5. 

And  it  came  to  pass,  when  Joseph  was  come  unto 
his  brethren,  that  they  stripped  Joseph  of  his  coat, 
the  coat  of  many  colours  that  was  on  him ;  and  they 
took  him,  and  cast  him  into  the  pit — and  the  pit 
was  empty,  there  was  no  water  in  it6.  And  they 
sat  down  to  eat  bread ;  and  they  lifted  up  their  eyes 


and  looked,  and,  behold,  a  caravan7  of  Ishmaelites 
came  from  Gilead 8,  with  their  camels  bearing  spices 

4  That  is,  do  him  no  harm. 

5  Reuben  intended  to  come  back  afterwards  and  take  him  out  of 
the  pit.  Being  the  eldest,  he  would  be  held  responsible  by  his  father, 
and  he  tried  to  prevent  his  brothers  from  committing  the  crime. 

6  Otherwise  he  might  have  been  drowned. 

7  A  company  of  merchants  riding  with  their  goods  on  camels. 

8  A  region  to  the  east  of  the  Jordan. 
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and  balm9  and  ladanum10,  going  to  carry  it  down 

to  Egypt.  And  Judah 
said  unto  his  brethren: 
'What  profit  is  it  if  we  slay 
our  brother  and  conceal  his 
blood?  Come,  and  let  us  sell 
him  to  the  Ishmaelites,  and 
let  not  our  hand  be  upon 
him;  for  he  is  our  brother, 
our  flesh.'  And  his  brethren 
hearkened  unto  him.  And 
there  passed  by  Midian- 
ites11,  merchantmen;  and 
they  drew  and  lifted  up 
Joseph  out  of  the  pit,  and 
sold  Joseph  to  the  Ishmael- 


9  Balm  is  a  kind   of   oil  which  is  used   for  wounds. 
which  was  grown  in  Gilead  was  particularly  famous. 

10  A  kind  of  fragrant  gum. 

11  Midian  is  a  country  between  Egypt  and  Palestine. 

114 


The  balm 


SOLD  AS  A  SLAVE 

ites  for  twenty  shekels  of  silver.   And  they  brought 
Joseph  into  Egypt. 

And  Reuben  returned  unto  the  pit;  and,  behold, 
Joseph  was  not  in  the  pit;  and  he  rent  his  clothes. 
And  he  returned  unto  his  brethren,  and  said:  'The 
child  is  not  there;  and  as  for  me,  whither  shall  I 

go?'12 

And  they  took  Joseph's  coat,  and  killed  a  he- 
goat,  and  dipped  the  coat  in  the  blood;  and  they 
sent  the  coat  of  many  colours,  and  they  brought  it 
to  their  father;  and  said:  'This  have  we  found. 
Recognize  now  whether  it  is  thy  son's  coat  or  not.' 
And  he  recognized  it,  and  said:  Tt  is  my  son's 
coat;  an  evil  beast  hath  devoured  him;  Joseph  is 
without  doubt  torn  in  pieces.'  And  Jacob  rent  his 
garments,  and  put  sackcloth  upon  his  loins  13,  and 
mourned  for  his  son  many  days,  and  all  his  sons 
and  all  his  daughters  rose  up  to  comfort  him;  but 
he  refused  to  be  comforted;  and  he  said:  'Nay,  but 
I  will  go  down  to  the  grave  to  my  son  mourning.' 
And  his  father  wept  for  him. 

And  the  Midianites  sold  him14  into  Egypt  unto 
Potiphar,  an  officer  of  Pharaoh's15,  the  captain  of 
the  guard. 

12  He  did  not  know  that  Joseph  had  been  taken  to  Egypt,  and 
was  afraid  to  face  his  father. 

13  As  a  sign  of  grief. 

14  Through  the  Ishmaelites  who   had  bought  Joseph  of  them. 

15  Pharaoh  is  an  Egyptian  word  which  means  "The  Great 
House."     It  was  the  title*  of  the  kings  of  Egypt. 
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And  Joseph  was  brought  down  to  Egypt;  and 
Potiphar,  an  officer  of  Pharaoh's,  the  captain  of  the 


guard,  an  Egyptian,  bought  him  of  the  hand  of  the 
Ishmaelites,  that  had  brought  him  down  thither. 
And  the  Lord  was  with  Joseph,  and  he  was  a  pros- 
perous man ;  and  he  was  in  the  house  of  his  master 
the  Egyptian.  And  his  master  saw  that  the  Lord 
was  with  him,  and  that  the  Lord  made  all  that  he 
did  to  prosper  in  his  hand.  And  Joseph  found 
favour  in  his  sight,  and  he  ministered  unto  him1. 

l  That  is,  he  remained  in  the  service  of  Potiphar. 
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And  he  appointed  him  overseer  over  his  house,  and 
all  that  he  had  he  put  into  his  hand.  And  it  came 
to  pass  from  the  time  that  he  appointed  him  over- 
seer in  his  house,  and  over  all  that  he  had,  that  the 
Lord  blessed  the  Egyptian's  house  for  Joseph's 
sake ;  and  the  blessing  of  the  Lord  was  upon  all  that 
he  had,  in  the  house  and  in  the  field.  And  he  left 
all  that  he  had  in  Joseph's  hand;  and,  having  him, 
he  knew  not  anything  except  the  bread  which  he  did 
eat2. 

And  the  wife  of  Potiphar  spoke  unto  Potiphar 
according  to  these  words:  'The  Hebrew  servant, 
whom  thou  hast  brought  unto  us,  came  in  unto  me 
to  mock  me.  And  it  came  to  pass  as  I  lifted  up  my 
voice  and  cried,  that  he  left  his  garment  by  me,  and 
fled  out.'8 

And  it  came  to  pass,  when  his  master  heard  the 
Words  of  his  wife,  which  she  spoke  unto  him,  saying : 
'After  this  manner  did  thy  servant  to  me',  that  his 
anger  was  kindled.  And  Joseph's  master  took  him, 
and  put  him  into  the  prison,  the  place  where  the 
king's  prisoners  were  bound;  and  he  was  there  in 
the  prison.  But  the  Lord  was  with  Joseph,  and 
showed  kindness  unto  him,  and  gave  him  favour  in 
the  sight  of  the  keeper  of  the  prison.     And  the 

2  Potiphar  did  not  concern  himself  with  anything  in  the  household, 
except  with  the  food  which  he  ate. 

3  Potiphar 's  wife  falsely  accuses  Joseph  of  having  insulted  her, 
and  declares  that  when  she  caught  him  by  his  coat,  he  left  it  in 
her  hand  and  ran  away. 
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keeper  of  the  prison 
committed  to  Joseph's 
hand  all  the  prisoners 
that  were  in  the  prison ; 
and  whatsoever  they 
did  there,  he  was  the 
doer  of  it.  The  keeper 
of  the  prison  looked 
not  to  any  thing  that 
was  under  his  hand,  be- 
cause the  Lord  was 
with  him;  and  that 
which  he  did,  the  Lord 
made  it  to  prosper. 

And  it  came  to  pass 
after  these  things,  that 
the  butler  of  the  king  of  Egypt  and  his  baker 
offended  their  lord  the  king  of  Egypt.  And 
Pharaoh  was  angry  at  his  two  officers,  at  the 
chief  of  the  butlers,  and  at  the  chief  of  the  bakers. 
And  he  put  them  in  prison  in  the  house  of  the 
captain  of  the  guard,  into  the  prison,  the  place 
where  Joseph  was  bound.  And  the  captain  of  the 
guard  charged  Joseph  to  be  with  them,  and  he 
served  them ;  and  they  stayed  a  long  time  in  prison. 

And  they  dreamed  a  dream  both  of  them,  each 
man  his  dream,  in  one  night.  And  Joseph  came  in 
unto  them  in  the  morning,  and  saw  them,  and, 
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behold,  they  were  sad.  And  he  asked  Pharaoh's 
officers  that  were  with  him  in  the  prison  of  his  mas- 
ter's house,  saying:  'Wherefore  look  ye  so  sad 
today?'  And  they  said  unto  him:  'We  have 
dreamed  a  dream,  and  there  is  none  that  can  inter- 
pret it.'  And  Joseph  said  unto  them:  'Do  not 
interpretations  belong  to  God?  tell  it  me,  I  pray 
you. 


And  the  chief  butler  told  his  dream  to  Joseph, 
and  said  to  him:  'In  my  dream,  behold,  a  vine  was 
before  me ;  and  in  the  vine  were  three  branches ;  and 
as  it  was  budding,  its  blossoms  shot  forth,  and  the 
clusters  thereof  brought  forth  ripe  grapes;   and 
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Pharaoh's  cup  was  in  my  hand;  and  I  took  the 
grapes,  and  pressed  them  into  Pharaoh's  cup,  and 
I  gave  the  cup  into  Pharaoh's  hand.' 

And  Joseph  said  unto  him:  'This  is  the  interpre- 
tation of  it:  the  three  branches  are  three  days; 
within  yet  three  days  shall  Pharaoh  lift  up  thy 
head4,  and  restore  thee  unto  thine  office;  and  thou 
shalt  give  Pharaoh's  cup  into  his  hand,  as  thou  didst 
do  formerly  when  thou  wast  his  butler.  But  have 
me  in  thy  remembrance  when  it  shall  be  well  with 

thee  and  show  kindness, 
I  pray  thee,  unto  me, 
and  make  mention  of 
me  unto  Pharaoh,  and 
bring  me  out  of  this 
house.  For  indeed  I 
was  stolen  away  out  of 
the  land  of  the  He- 
brews; and  here  also 
have  I  done  nothing 
that  they  should  put 
me  into  the  dungeon.' 

When  the  chief  baker 
saw  that  the  interpreta- 
tion was  good,  he  said  unto  Joseph:  'I  also  saw  in 
my   dream,    and,   behold,   three  baskets    of   white 


4  That  is,  release  you  from  prison  and  restore  you  to  your  position. 
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bread  were  on  my  head ;  and  in  the  uppermost  basket 
there  was  of  all  manner  of  baked  food  for  Pharaoh; 
and  the  birds  did  eat  them  out  of  the  basket  upon 
my  head.' 

And  Joseph  answered  and  said:  'This  is  the 
interpretation  thereof:  the  three  baskets  are  three 
days;  within  yet  three  days  shall  Pharaoh  lift  up 
thy  head  from  off  thee5,  and  shall  hang  thee  on  a 
tree;  and  the  birds  shall  eat  thy  flesh  from  off  thee.' 

And  it  came  to  pass  the  third  day,  which  was 
Pharaoh's  birthday,  that  he  made  a  feast  unto  all 
his  servants ;  and  he  lifted  up  the  head  of  the  chief 
butler  and  the  head  of  the  chief  baker  among  his 
servants.  And  he  restored  the  chief  butler  back 
unto  his  butlership;  and  he  gave  the  cup  into  Pha- 
raoh's hand.  But  he  hanged  the  chief  baker,  as 
Joseph  had  interpreted  to  them.  Yet  did  not  the 
chief  butler  remember  Joseph,  but  forgot  him. 


That  is,  will  behead  you. 
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And  it  came  ta  pass  at  the  end  of  two  full  years, 
that  Pharaoh  dreamed:  and,  behold,  he  stood  by 
the  river.1    And,  behold,  there  came  up  out  of  the 


river  seven  cows,  well-favoured  and  fat-fleshed ;  and 
they  fed  in  the  meadow.  And,  behold,  seven  other 
cows  came  up  after  them  out  of  the  river,  ill-fa- 


l  That  is,  the  Nile. 
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voured  and  lean-fleshed;  and  stood  by  the  other 
cows  upon  the  brink  of  the  river.  And  the  ill- 
favoured  and  lean-fleshed  cows  did  eat  up  the  seven 
well-favoured  and  fat  cows.  So  Pharaoh  awoke. 
And  he  slept  and  dreamed  a  second  time:  and, 


X 


behold,  seven  ears  of  corn  came  up  upon  one  stalk, 
full  and  good.  And,  behold,  seven  ears,  thin  and 
blasted  with  the  east  wind,  sprung  up  after  them. 
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And  the  thin  ears  swallowed  up  the  seven  good  and 
full  ears.  And  Pharaoh  awoke,  and,  behold,  it  was 
a  dream. 

And  it  came  to  pass  in  the  morning  that  his 
spirit  was  troubled;  and  he  sent  and  called  for 
all  the  magicians  of  Egypt,  and  all  the  wise  men 
thereof;  and  Pharaoh  told  them  his  dream;  but 
there  was  none  that  could  interpret  them  unto 
Pharaoh.  Then  spoke  the  chief  butler  unto  Pha- 
raoh, saying:  T  make  mention  of  my  faults  this 
day:  Pharaoh  was  angry  with  his  servants,  and 
put  me  in  the  prison  of  the  house  of  the  captain  of 
the  guard,  me  and  the  chief  baker.  And  we  dreamed 
a  dream  in  one  night,  I  and  he.  And  there  was 
with  us  there  a  young  man,  a  Hebrew,  servant  to 
the  captain  of  the  guard;  and  we  told  him,  and  he 
interpreted  to  us  our  dreams ;  to  each  man  according 
to  his  dream  he  did  interpret.  And  it  came  to  pass, 
as  he  interpreted  to  us,  so  it  was:  I  was  restored 
unto  mine  office,  and  he  was  hanged.' 

Then  Pharaoh  sent  and  called  Joseph,  and  they 
brought  him  hastily  out  of  the  dungeon.  And  he 
shaved  himself2,  and  changed  his  garments3,  and 


2  To  look  like  an  Egyptian,  for  the  Egyptians  did  not  wear 
"beards.  The  monuments  of  the  Egyptian  Kings  show  that  they  wore 
artificial  beards.     See  illustration  on  page  118. 

3  He  took  off  his  prison  garb  and  put  on  proper  clothes  to  appear 
before  the  king. 
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came  in  unto  Pharaoh's  palace.  And  Pharaoh  said 
unto  Joseph:  'I  have  dreamed  a  dream,  and  there 
is  none  that  can  interpret  it;  and  I  have  heard  say 
of  thee,  that  when  thou  nearest  a  dream  thou  canst 
interpret  it.'  And  Joseph  answered  Pharaoh,  say- 
ing: 'It  is  not  in  me4;  God  will  give  Pharaoh  an 
answer  of  peace5.' 

And  Pharaoh  spoke  unto  Joseph:  'In  my  dream, 
JDehold,  I  stood  upon  the  brink  of  the  river.  And, 
behold,  there  came  up  out  of  the  river  seven  cows, 

4  It  is  not  I  who  deserve  the  credit  but  God. 

5  That  is,  God  will  enable  me  to  give  Pharaoh  an  interpretation 
which  will  be  for  the  good  of  Pharaoh,  and  will  save  him. 
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fat-fleshed  and  well-favoured;  and  they  fed  in  the 
meadow.  And,  behold,  seven  other  cows  came  up 
after  them,  poor  and  very  ill-favoured  and  lean- 
fleshed,  such  as  I  never  saw  in  all  the  land  of  Egypt 
for  badness.  And  the  lean  and  ill-favoured  cows 
did  eat  up  the  first  seven  fat  cows.  And  when  they 
had  eaten  them  up,  it  could  not  be  known  that  they 
had  eaten  them;  but  they  were  still  ill-favoured  as 
at  the  beginning.  So  I  awoke.  And  I  saw  in  my 
dream,  and,  behold,  seven  ears  came  up  upon  one 
stalk,  full  and  good.  And,  behold,  seven  ears, 
withered,  thin,  and  blasted  with  the  east  wind, 
sprung  up  after  them.  And  the  thin  ears  swallowed 
up  the  seven  good  ears.  And  I  told  it  unto  the 
magicians ;  but  there  was  none  that  could  interpret 
it  to  me.' 

And  Joseph  said  unto  Pharaoh:  'The  dream  of 
Pharaoh  is  one;  what  God  is  about  to  do  He  hath 
declared  unto  Pharaoh.  The  seven  good  cows  are 
seven  years;  and  the  seven  good  ears  are  seven 
years:  the  dream  is  one.  And  the  seven  lean  and 
ill-favoured  cows  that  came  up  after  them  are  seven 
years,  and  also  the  seven  empty  ears  blasted  with 
the  east  wind;  they  shall  be  seven  years  of  famine. 
That  is  the  thing  which  I  spoke  unto  Pharaoh: 
what  God  is  about  to  do  He  hath  shown  unto 
Pharaoh.  Behold,  there  will  come  seven  years  of 
great  plenty  throughout  all  the  land  of  Egypt.  And 
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there  shall  arise  after  them  seven  years  of  famine; 
and  all  the  plenty  shall  be  forgotten  in  the  land  of 
Egypt;  and  the  famine  shall  destroy  the  land; 
and  the  plenty  shall  not  be  known  in  the  land 
by  reason  of  that  famine  which  followeth;  for  it 
shall  be  very  grievous.  And  for  that  the  dream  was 
doubled  unto  Pharaoh  twice,  it  is  because  the  thing 
is  established  by  God,  and  God  will  shortly  bring 
it  to  pass 6.  Now  therefore  let  Pharaoh  select  a  man 
discreet  and  wise,  and  set  him  over  the  land  of 
Egypt.  Let  Pharaoh  do  this,  and  let  him  appoint 
overseers  over  the  land,  and  take  up  the  fifth  part 
of  the  land  of  Egypt  in  the  seven  years  of  plenty. 
And  let  them  gather  all  the  food  of  these  good 
years  that  come,  and  lay  up  corn  under  the  hand 
of  Pharaoh  for  food  in  the  cities,  and  let  them  keep 
it.  And  the  food  shall  be  for  a  store  to  the  land 
against  the  seven  years  of  famine,  which  shall  be 
in  the  land  of  Egypt;  that  the  land  perish  not 
through  the  famine.' 

And  the  thing  was  good  in  the  eyes  of  Pharaoh, 
and  in  the  eyes  of  all  his  servants.  And  Pharaoh 
said  unto  his  servants:  'Can  we  find  such  a  one  as 
this,  a  man  in  whom  the  spirit  of  God  is?'  And 
Pharaoh  said  unto  Joseph:  'Since  God  hath  shown 
thee  all  this,  there  is  none  so  discreet  and  wise  as 
thou.    Thou  shalt  be  over  my  house,  and  according 

6  The  dream  was  double  to  show  that  the  famine  would  come 
very  soon. 
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unto  thy  word  shall  all  my  people  be  ruled;  only  in 
the  throne  will  I  be  greater  than  thou.'  And 
Pharaoh  said  unto  Joseph:  'See,  I  have  set  thee 
over  all  the  land  of  Egypt.' 

And  Pharaoh  took  off  his  signet  ring  from  his 


hand 7,  and  put  it  upon  Joseph's  hand,  and  arrayed 


a:  ®  -®  ©   @   T    *   %  \    a? 


him  in  garments  of  fine  linen,  and  put  a  gold  chain 

7  The  giving  of  the  royal  signet  ring  was  a  sign  of  great  favor, 
because  the  signet  ring  was  used  to  seal  all  royal  orders. 
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about  his  neck.  And  he  made  him  to  ride  in  the 
second  chariot  which  he  had;  and  they  cried  before 
him:  'Abrech8';  and  he  set  him  over  all  the  land 
of  Egypt.  And  Pharaoh  said  unto  Joseph:  'I 
am  Pharaoh,  and  without  thee  shall  no  man  lift 
up  his  hand  or  his  foot  in  all  the  land  of  Egypt.' d 
And  Pharaoh  called  Joseph's  name  Zaphenath- 
paneah10;  and  he  gave  him  to  wife  Asenath  the 
daughter  of  Potiphera  priest  of  On.  And  Joseph 
went  out  over  the  land  of  Egypt. — And  Joseph  was 
thirty  years  old  when  he  stood  before  Pharaoh  king 
of  Egypt. 

And  Joseph  went  out  from  the  presence  of 
Pharaoh,  and  went  throughout  all  the  land  of 
Egypt11. 

And  in  the  seven  years  of  plenty  the  earth 
brought  forth  in  heaps.  And  he  gathered  up  all 
the  food  of  the  seven  years  which  were  in  the 
land  of  Egypt,  and  laid  up  the  food  in  the  cities; 
the  food  of  the  field,  which  was  round  about  eveiy 
city,  laid  he  up  in  the  same.  And  Joseph  laid  up 
corn  as  the  sand  of  the  sea,  very  much,  until  they 
left  off  numbering;  for  it  was  without  number. 


8  Abrech  is  the  word  for  "Bend  the  Knee." 

9  That  is,  although  I  am  the  King,  yet  nothing  in  Egypt   shall 
be  done  without  your  orders. 

10  That  is,  the  one  who  gives  the  nourishment  of  life. 

ii  He  travelled  through  the  country  to   see  what   could  be   done 
to  meet  the  famine. 

129 


GENESIS 

And  unto  Joseph  were  born  two  sons  befor  j  the 
year  of  famine  came,  whom  Asenath  the  daughter 
of  Potiphera  priest  of  On  bore  unto  him.  And 
Joseph  called  the  name  of  the  first-born  Manasseh : 
'for  God  hath  made  me  forget  all  my  toil,  and  all 
my  father's  house12.'  And  the  name  of  the  second 
called  he  Ephraim:  'for  God  hath  made  me  fruit- 
ful 13  in  the  land  of  my  misery 14. 

And  the  seven  years  of  plenty,  that  was  in  the 
land  of  Egypt,  came  to  an  end.  And  the  seven 
years  of  famine  began  to  come,  according  as  Joseph 
had  said;  and  there  was  famine  in  all  lands;  but  in 
the  land  of  Egypt  there  was  bread.  And  when  all 
the  land  of  Egypt  was  starving,  the  people  cried  to 
Pharaoh  for  bread;  and  Pharaoh  said  unto  all  the 
Egyptians :  'Go  unto  Joseph ;  what  he  saith  to  you, 
do.'  And  the  famine  was  over  all  the  face  of  the 
earth;  and  Joseph  opened  all  the  storehouses,  and 
sold  unto  the  Egyptians;  and  the  famine  was  sore 
in  the  land  of  Egypt.  And  all  countries  came  into 
Egypt  to  Joseph  to  buy  corn;  because  the  famine 
was  sore  in  all  the  earth. 


12  Manasseh  in  Hebrew  means  ''making  to  forget." 

IB  Ephraim  is  related  to  the  Hebrew  verb  "Parah, "  which  means 

"to  be  fruitful." 

14  Although  Joseph  was  a  very  great  man  in  Egypt,  yet  he  felt 

unhappy  because  he  was  away  from  home. 
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Now  Jacob  saw  that  there  was  corn  in  Egypt, 
and  Jacob  said  unto  his  sons :  'Why  do  ye  look  one 
upon  another?'1  And  he  said:  'Behold,  I  have 
heard  that  there  is  corn  in  Egypt.  Go  you  down 
thither  and  buy  for  us  corn  from  thence;  that  we 
may  live,  and  not  die.'  And  Joseph's  ten  brethren 
went  down  to  buy  corn  from  Egypt.  But  Ben- 
jamin, Joseph's  brother,  Jacob  sent  not  with  his 
brethren;  for  he  said:  'Lest  perhaps  harm  befall 
him.' 

And  the  sons  of  Israel  came  to  buy  corn  among 
those  that  came;  for  the  famine  was  in  the  land  of 
Canaan.  And  Joseph  was  the  governor  over  the 
land;  he  it  was  that  sold  corn  to  all  the  people  of 
the  land.  And  Joseph's  brethren  came,  and  bowed 
down  to  him  with  their  faces  to  the  earth2.  And 
Joseph  saw  his  brethren,  and  he  knew  them,  but 
made  himself  strange  unto  them,  and  spoke  roughly 
with  them ;  and  he  said  unto  them :  'Whence  come 
ye?'    And  they  said:    'From  the  land  of  Canaan  to 

i  That  is,  why  do  you  look  into  one  another's  faces  without 
doing  anything? 

2  As  a  sign  of  great  respect. 
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buy  food.'  And  Joseph  knew  his  brethren, 
but  they  knew  not  him3.  And  Joseph  remembered 
the  dreams  which  he  dreamed  of  them,  and  said  unto 
them:  'Ye  are  spies;  to  see  the  weakness  of  the 
land  ye  have  come.'  And  they  said  unto  him:  'Nay, 
my  lord,  but  to  buy  food  are  thy  servants  come.  We 
are  all  one  man's  sons;  we  are  upright  men,  thy 
servants  are  no  spies.'  And  he  said  unto  them: 
'Nay,  but  to  see  the  weakness  of  the  land  ye  have 
come.'  And  they  said :  'We  thy  servants  are  twelve 
brethren,  the  sons  of  one  man  in  the  land  of 
Canaan;  and,  behold,  the  youngest  is  this  day  with 
our  father,  and  one  is  not  V  And  Joseph  said  unto 
them:  'That  is  it  that  I  spoke  unto  you,  saying: 
Ye  are  spies.  Hereby  ye  shall  be  tested:  as  Pharaoh 
livethD,  ye  shall  not  go  forth  hence,  except  your 
youngest  brother  come  hither6.  Send  one  of  you, 
and  let  him  fetch  your  brother,  and  ye  shall  be 
bound7,  that  your  words  may  be  proved,  whether 
there  be  truth  in  you;  or  else,  as  Pharaoh  liveth, 


3  Joseph  had  changed  a  great  deal,  for  he  was  only  seventeen  years 
old  when  he  was  taken  to  Egypt,  and  he  was  now  a  grown-up  man, 
while  his  brothers,  already  grown-up  men  when  he  left  them,  had 
changed  comparatively  little.  Moreover,  Joseph  was  now  clean-shaven 
and  dressed  after  the  Egyptian  manner,  while  his  brethren  retained 
their  former  style  of  dress. 

4  That  is,  one  is  gone. 

5  This  was  the  form  of  oath  in  Egypt. 

6  Joseph  was  anxious  to  see  his  brother  Benjamin,  who  was  his 
only  brother  by  the  same  mother. 

7  Imprisoned. 
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surely  ye  are  spies.'  And  he  put  them  all  together 
into  prison  three  days. 

And  Joseph  said  unto  them  the  third  day:  'This 
do,  and  live;  for  I  fear  God8:  if  ye  be  upright  men, 
let  one  of  your  brethren  be  bound  in  your  prison- 
house  ;  but  go  ye,  carry  corn  for  the  hunger  of  your 
households;  and  bring  your  youngest  brother  unto 
me ;  so  shall  your  words  be  found  true,  and  ye  shall 
not  die.'    And  they  did  so. 

And  they  said  one  to  another:  'We  are  verily 
guilty  concerning  our  brother9,  in  that  we  saw  the 
suffering  of  his  soul,  when  he  begged  us,  and  we 
would  not  hear;  therefore  is  this  suffering  come 
upon  us.'  And  Reuben  answered  them,  saying: 
'Spoke  I  not  unto  you,  saying:  Do  not  sin  against 
the  child;  and  ye  would  not  hear?  therefore  also, 
behold,  his  blood  is  avenged.'  And  they  knew  not 
that  Joseph  understood  them;  for  the  interpreter 
was  between  them10.  And  he  turned  himself  about 
from  them,  and  wept ;  and  he  returned  to  them,  and 


8  That  is,  I  do  not  wish  to  act  wrongly. 

9  That  is,  Joseph. — The  brothers  think  that  God  has  sent  this 
trouble  upon  them  as  a  punishment  for  the  cruelty  with  which  they 
had  treated  Joseph. 

10  Joseph  did  not  want  to  be  recognized  by  his  brethren  and  so 
spoke  to  them  through  an  Egyptian  interpreter,  pretending  that  he 
did  not  understand  Hebrew. 
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spoke  to  them,  and  took  Simeon11  from  among 


them,  and  bound  him  before  their  eyes.  Then 
Joseph  commanded  to  fill  their  vessels  with  corn, 
and  to  restore  every  man's  money  into  his  sack,  and 
to  give  them  provision  for  the  way;  and  thus  was 
it  done  unto  them.  And  they  loaded  their  asses  with 
their  corn,  and  departed  thence. 

And  as  one  of  them  opened  his  sack  to  give  his 
ass  fodder  in  the  lodging-place,  he  discovered  his 
money;  and,  beJkld,  it  was  in  the  mouth  lla  of  his 


11  Simeon  had  been  the  leader  in  the  conspiracy  against  Joseph. 
lla  That  is,  at  the  opening. 
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sack.  And  he  said  unto  his  brethren :  'My  money  is 
restored;  and,  lo,  it  is  even  in  my  sack.'  And  their 
heart  failed  them12,  and  they  turned  trembling  one 
to  another,  saying:  'What  is  this  that  God  hath 
done  unto  us?' 

And  they  came  unto  Jacob  their  father  unto  the 
land  of  Canaan,  and  told  him  all  that  had  befallen 
them,  saying:  'The  man,  the  lord  of  the  land,  spoke 
roughly  with  us,  and  took  us  for  spies  of  the  coun- 
try. And  we  said  unto  him :  We  are  upright  men ; 
we  are  no  spies.  We  are  twelve  brethren,  sons  of 
our  father;  one  is  not,  and  the  youngest  is  this  day 
with  our  father  in  the  land  of  Canaan.  And  the 
man,  the  lord  of  the  land,  said  unto  us:  Hereby 
shall  I  know  that  ye  are  upright  men:  leave  one  of 
your  brethren  with  me,  and  take  corn  for  the  hunger 
of  your  houses 13,  and  go  your  way.  And  bring  your 
youngest  brother  unto  me;  then  shall  I  know  that 
ye  are  no  spies,  but  that  ye  are  upright  men ;  so  will 
I  deliver  you  your  brother,  and  ye  shall  move  about 
in  the  land.' 

And  it  came  to  pass  as  they  emptied  their  sacks, 
that,  behold,  every  man's  bundle  of  money  was 
in  his  sack;  and  when  they  and  their  father  saw 
their  bundles  of  money,  they  were  afraid.  And 
Jacob  their  father  said  unto  them:     'Me  have  ve 


12  That  is,  they  became  frightened. 

13  That  is,  families. 
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deprived  of  my  children:  Joseph  is  not,  and  Si- 
meon is  not,  and  ye  will  take  Benjamin  away;  upon 
me  have  all  these  things 14  come.  And  Reuben  spoke 
unto  his  father,  saying:  'Thou  shalt  slay  my  two 
sons,  if  I  bring  him  not  to  thee ;  deliver  him  into  my 
hand,  and  I  will  bring  him  back  to  thee.'  And  he 
said:  'My  son15  shall  not  go  down  with  you;  for 
his  brother  is  dead,  and  he  only  is  left16;  if  harm 
befall  him  by  the  way  in  which  ye  go,  then  will  ye 
bring  down  my  gray  hairs  with  sorrow  to  the 
grave.' 

And  the  famine  was  sore  in  the  land.  And  it 
came  to  pass,  when  they  had  eaten  up  the  corn  which 
they  had  brought  out  of  Egypt,  that  their  father 
said  unto  them:  'Go  again,  buy  us  a  little  food.' 
And  Judah  spoke  unto  him,  saying:  'The  man  did 
earnestly  forewarn  us,  saying:  Ye  shall  not  see 
my  face,  except  your  brother  be  with  you.  If  thou 
wilt  send  our  brother  with  us,  we  will  go  down  and 
buy  thee  food ;  but  if  thou  wilt  not  send  him,  we  will 
not  go  down,  for  the  man  said  unto  us:  Ye  shall 
not  see  my  face,  except  your  brother  be  with  you.' 
And  Israel  said:  'Wherefore  dealt  ye  so  ill  with 
me,  as  to  tell  the  man  whether  ye  had  yet  a  brother  ?' 
And  they  said:    'The  man  asked  questions  concern- 

14  That  is,  misfortunes. 

15  Benjamin. 

16  Jacob  had  only  two  sons  by  his  wife  Rachel,  Joseph  and 
Benjamin,  and  he  believed  that  Joseph  was  dead. 
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ing  ourselves,  and  concerning  our  kindred 1T,  saying: 
Is  your  father  yet  alive?  have  ye  another  brother? 
and  we  told  him  according  to  these  words18;  could 
we  in  any  way  know  that  he  would  say:  Bring 
your  brother  down?'  And  Judah  said  unto  Israel 
his  father:  'Send  the  lad  with  me,  and  we  will  arise 
and  go,  that  we  may  live,  and  not  die,  both  we,  and 
thou,  and  also  our  little  ones.  I  will  be  surety 19  for 
him;  of  my  hand  shalt  thou  demand  him.  If  I  bring 
him  not  unto  thee,  and  set  him  before  thee,  then  let 
me  bear  the  blame  for  ever.  For  had  we  not  lin- 
gered, surely  we  might  have  now  returned  a  second 
time.' 

And   their   father   Israel   said   unto   them:     'If 
it  be  so  now,  do  this:  take  of  the  choicest  fruits  of 


the  land  in  your  vessels,  and  carry  down  a  present 


i"  That  is,  family. 

18  That  is,  we  answered  his  questions. 

19  That  is,  I  shall  pledge  my  life. 
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for  the  man,  a  little  balm,  and  a  little  honey,  spices 
and  ladanum,  nuts,  and  almonds 20 ;  and  take 
double  money  in  your  hand;  and  the  money  that 
was  returned  in  the  mouth  of  your  sacks  carry  back 
in  your  hand;  perhaps  it  was  an  oversight;  take  also 
your  brother,  and  arise,  go  again  unto  the  man ;  and 
God  Almighty  give  you  mercy  before  the  man,  that 
he  may  release  unto  you  your  brother21  and  Benja- 
min. And  as  for  me,  if  I  be  bereaved  of  my  chil- 
dren, I  am  bereaved22.' 

And  the  men  took  that  present,  and  they  took 
double  money  in  their  hand,  and  Benjamin;  and 
rose  up,  and  went  down  to  Egypt,  and  stood  before 
Joseph.  And  when  Joseph  saw  Benjamin  with 
them,  he  said  to  the  steward 23  of  his  house :  'Bring 
the  men  into  the  house,  and  kill  animals,  and  pre- 
pare the  meat;  for  the  men  shall  dine  with  me  at 
noon.'  And  the  man  did  as  Joseph  commanded; 
and  the  man  brought  the  men  into  Joseph's  house. 
And  the  men  were  afraid,  because  they  were 
brought  into  Joseph's  house;  and  they  said:  'Be- 
cause of  the  money  that  was  returned  in  our  sacks 
at  the  first  time  are  we  brought  in ;  that  he  may  seek 
a  pretext  against  us,  and  fall  upon  us,  and  take 
us  for  bondmen24,  and  our  asses.' 

20  All  these  things  grew  in  Palestine,  and  the  Egyptians  valued 
them  very  highly. 

21  Simeon. 

22  Let  eome  what  may;  I  am  prepared  for  the  worst. 

23  That  is,  the  manager. 

24  Slaves.  138 
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And  they  came  near  to  the  steward  of  Joseph's 
house,  and  they  spoke  unto  him  at  the  door  of  the 
house,  and  said:  'Oh  my  lord,  we  came  indeed 
down  at  the  first  time  to  buy  food.  And  it  came 
to  pass,  when  we  came  to  the  lodging-place,  that 
we  opened  our  sacks,  and,  behold,  every  man's 
money  was  in  the  mouth  of  his  sack,  our  money  in 
full  weight25;  and  we  have  brought  it  back  in  our 
hand.  And  other  money  have  we  brought  down 
in  our  hand  to  buy  food.  We  know  not  who  put 
our  money  in  our  sacks.'  And  he26  said:  'Peace 
be  to  you,  fear  not;  your  God,  and  the  God  of 
your  father,  hath  given  you  treasure  in  your  sacks ; 
I  received  your  money.'  And  he  brought  Simeon 
out  unto  them27. 

And  the  man  brought  the  men  into  Joseph's 
house,  and  gave  them  water,  and  they  washed  their 
feet;  and  he  gave  their  asses  fodder.  And  they 
made  ready  the  present  against  Joseph's  coming  at 
noon;  for  they  heard  that  they  should  eat  bread 
there.  And  when  Joseph  came  home,  they  brought 
him  the  present  which  was  in  their  hand  into  the 
house,  and  bowed  down  to  him  to  the  earth.  And 
he  asked  them  of  their  welfare,  and  said:  'Is  your 
father  well,  the  old  man  of  whom  ye  spoke?    Is  he 

25  The  full  sum. 

2fi  That  is,  the  steward,  or  manager. 

27  To  show  them  that  Joseph  was  not  angry  with  them.  Simeon 
had  been  kept  as  a  pledge  that  they  would  return  with  Benjamin, 
and  now  they  had  done  so. 
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yet  alive?'  And  they  said:  'Thy  servant  our 
father  is  well,  he  is  yet  alive.'  And  they  bowed 
the  head,  and  made  obeisance.  And  he  lifted  up 
his  eyes,  and  saw  Benjamin  his  brother,  his  mother's 
son,  and  said:  'Is  this  your  youngest  brother  of 
whom  ye  spoke  unto  me?'  And  he  said:  'God  be 
gracious  unto  thee,  my  son.' 

And  Joseph  made  haste;  for  his  heart  j^earned 
toward  his  brother;  and  he  sought  where  to  weep; 
and  he  entered  int®  his  chamber,  and  wept  there. 
And  he  washed  his  face,  and  came  out;  and  he 
controlled  himself28,  and  said:  'Set  on  bread29.' 
And  they  set  on  for  him  by  himself,  and  for  them 
by  themselves,  and  for  the  Egyptians,  that  did  eat 
with  him,  by  themselves;  because  the  Egyptians 
may  not  eat  bread  with  the  Hebrews;  for  that  is 
a  great  sin  unto  the  Egyptians.  And  they  sat  be- 
fore him,  the  first-born  according  to  his  birthright, 
and  the  youngest  according  to  his  youth;  and  the 
men  marvelled  one  with  another 30.  And  portions 31 
were  taken  unto  them  from  before  him;  but  Ben- 
jamin's portion  was  five  times  so  much  as  any  of 
theirs.    And  they  drank,  and  were  merry  with  him. 

28  That  is,  he  tried  not  to  weep  in  their  presence. 

29  That  is,  set  the  table. 

30  They  were  surprised  that  Joseph  should  know  their  ages  so 
accurately. 

31  That  is,  presents.  It  was  customary  for  the  host  to  give  pres- 
ents to  his  guests. 
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And  he  commanded  the  steward  of  his  house, 
saying:  Till  the  men's  sacks  with  food,  as  much 
as  they  can  carry,  and  put  every 
man's  money  in  his  sack's  mouth. 
And  put  my  goblet1,  the  silver 
goblet,  in  the  sack's  mouth  of  the 
youngest,  and  his  corn  money2.' 
And  he  did  according  to  the 
word  that  Joseph  had  spoken. 

As  soon  as  the  morning  was 
light,  the  men  were  sent  away,  they  and  their 
asses.  And  when  they  were  gone  out  of  the  city, 
and  were  not  yet  far  off,  Joseph  said  unto  his  stew- 
ard: 'Up,  follow  after  the  men;  and  when  thou 
dost  overtake  them,  say  unto  them:  Wherefore 
have  ye  rewarded  evil  for  good?  Is  not  this  it  in 
which  my  lord  drinketh,  and  whereby  he  indeed 
divineth3?  ye  have  done  evil  in  so  doing.'  And  he 
overtook  them,  and  he  spoke  unto  them  these  words. 
And  they  said  unto  him:  'Wherefore  speaketh  my 
lord  such  words  as  these?  Far  be  it  from  thy  ser- 
vants that  they  should  do  such  a  thing.    Behold,  the 

1  That  is,  a  big  cup. 

2  That  is,  the  money  which  he  had  paid  for  his  sack  of  corn. 

3  That  is,  foretells  the  future  by  the  use  of  magic. 
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money,  which  we  found  in  our  sacks'  mouths,  we 
brought  back  unto  thee  out  of  the  land  of  Canaan ; 
how  then  should  we  steal  out  of  thy  lord's  house 
silver  or  gold?  With  whomsoever  of  thy  sejvants 
it  be  found,  let  him  die,  and  we  also  will  be  my  lord's 
bondmen4.'  And  he5  said:  'Now  also  let  it  be  ac- 
cording unto  your  words :  he  with  whom  it  is  found 
shall  be  my  bondman;  and  ye  shall  be  blameless.' 
Then  they  hastened,  and  took  down  every  man 
his  sack  to  the  ground,  and  opened  every  man  his 
sack.     And  he  searched,  beginning  at  the  eldest, 


and  leaving  off  at  the  youngest ;  and  the  goblet  was 
found  in  Benjamin's  sack. 


4  Slaves. 

5  The   steward. 
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Then  they  rent  their  clothes6,  and  loaded  every 
man  his  ass,  and  returned  to  the  city.  And  Judah 
and  his  brethren  came  to  Joseph's  house,  and  he 
was  yet  there;  and  they  fell  before  him  on  the 
ground.  And  Joseph  said  unto  them:  'What  deed 
is  this  that  ye  have  done?  know  ye  not  that  such 
a  man  as  I  will  indeed  divine?'  And  Judah  said: 
'What  shall  we  say  unto  my  lord?  what  shall  we 
speak?  or  how  shall  we  clear  ourselves?  God  hath 
found  out  the  sin  of  thy  servants;  behold,  we  are 
my  lord's  bondmen,  both  we,  and  he  also  in  whose 
hand  the  cup  is  found.'  And  he  said:  'Far  be  it 
from  me  that  I  should  do  so;  the  man  in  whose 
hand  the  goblet  is  found,  he  shall  be  my  bondman; 
but  as  for  you,  get  you  up  in  peace  unto  your 
father.' 

Then  Judah  came  near  unto  him,  and  said:  'Oh 
my  lord,  let  thy  servant,  I  pray  thee,  speak  a  Avord 
in  my  lord's  ears,  and  let  not  thine  anger  burn 
against  thy  servant ;  for  thou  art  even  as  Pharaoh T. 
My  lord  asked  his  servants,  saying:  Have  ye  a 
father,  or  a  brother?  And  we  said  unto  my  lord: 
We  have  a  father,  an  old  man,  and  a  child  of  his 
old  age,  a  little  one ;  and  his  brother  is  dead,  and  he 
alone  is  left  of  his  mother,  and  his  father  loveth  him. 
And  thou  saidst  unto  thy  servants:  Bring  him 
down  unto  me,  that  I  may  set  mine  eyes  upon  him. 

6  As  a  sign  of  grief. 

7  That  is,  thou  art  as  powerful  as  Pharaoh. 
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And  we  said  unto  my  lord:  The  lad  cannot  leave 
his  father;  for  if  he  should  leave  his  father,  his 
father  would  die.  And  thou  saidst  unto  thy  ser- 
vants: Unless  your  youngest  brother  come  down 
with  you,  ye  shall  see  my  face  no  more.  And  it 
came  to  pass  when  we  came  up  unto  thy  servant 
my  father,  we  told  him  the  words  of  my  lord.  And 
our  father  said:  Go  again,  buy  us  a  little  food. 
And  we  said:  We  cannot  go  down;  if  our  young- 
est brother  be  with  us,  then  will  we  go  down;  for 
we  may  not  see  the  man's  face,  except  our  youngest 
brother  be  with  us.  And  thy  servant  my  father  said 
unto  us:  Ye  know  that  my  wife8  bore  me  two 
sons;  and  the  one  went  out  from  me,  and  I  said: 
Surely  he  is  torn  in  pieces ;  and  I  have  not  seen  him 
since ;  and  if  ye  take  this  one  also  from  me,  and  harm 
befall  him,  ye  will  bring  down  my  gray  hairs  with 
sorrow  to  the  grave.  Now  therefore  when  I  come 
to  thy  servant  my  father,  and  the  lad  is  not  with  us ; 
seeing  that  his  soul  is  bound  up  with  the  lad's  soul 9 ; 
it  will  come  to  pass,  when  he  seeth  that  the  lad  is 
not  with  us,  that  he  will  die;  and  thy  servants  will 
bring  down  the  gray  hairs  of  thy  servant  our  father 
with  sorrow  to  the  grave.  For  thy  servant10  be- 
came surety  for  the  lad11  unto  my  father,  saying: 

8  Rachel. 

9  That  is,  he  loves  him  so  much  that  he  cannot  live  without  him. 
ioi,  Judah. 

li  A  pledge   for   Benjamin's   safety. 
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If  I  bring  him  not  unto  thee,  then  shall  I  bear  the 
blame  to  my  father  for  ever.  Now  therefore,  let 
thy  servant,  I  pray  thee,  remain  instead  of  the  lad 
a  bondman  to  my  lord ;  and  let  the  lad  go  up  with 
his  brethren.  For  how  shall  I  go  up  to  my  father, 
if  the  lad  be  not  with  me?  lest  I  look  upon  the  evil 
that  shall  come  on  my  father.' 

Then  Joseph  could  not  refrain  himself12  before 
all  them  that  stood  by  him;  and  he  cried:  'Cause 
every  man  to  go  out  from  me.'     And  there  stood 


no  man  with  him,  while  Joseph  made  himself  known 
unto  his  brethren.  And  he  wept  aloud;  and  the 
Egyptians  heard,  and  the  house  of  Pharaoh  heard. 


Control  his  feelings. 
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And  Joseph  said  unto  his  brethren:  'I  am  Joseph; 
doth  my  father  yet  live?'  And  his  brethren  could 
not  answer  him;  for  they  were  frightened  by  his 
presence.  And  Joseph  said  unto  his  brethren: 
'Come  near  to  me,  I  pray  you/  And  they  came 
near.  And  he  said:  'I  am  Joseph  your  brother, 
whom  ye  sold  into  Egypt.  And  now  be  not  grieved, 
nor  angry  with  yourselves,  that  ye  sold  me  hither; 
for  God  did  send  me  before  you  to  preserve  life. 
For  these  two  years  hath  the  famine  been  in  the 
land;  and  there  are  yet  five  years,  in  which  there 
shall  be  neither  plowing  nor  harvest.  And  God 
sent  me  before  you  to  give  you  a  remnant 13  on  the 
earth,  and  to  save  you  alive  for  a  great  deliverance. 
So  now  it  was  not  you  that  sent  me  hither,  but  God; 
and  He  hath  made  me  a  father14  to  Pharaoh,  and 
lord  of  all  his  house,  and  ruler  over  all  the  land  of 
Egypt.  Hasten  ye,  and  go  up  to  my  father,  and 
say  unto  him:  Thus  saith  thy  son  Joseph:  God 
hath  made  me  lord  of  all  Egypt;  come  down  unto 
me,  delay  not.  And  thou  shalt  dwell  in  the  land  of 
Goshen,  and  thou  shalt  be  near  unto  me,  thou,  and 
thy  children,  and  thy  children's  children,  and  thy 
flocks,  and  thy  herds,  and  all  that  thou  hast;  and 
there  will  I  sustain  thee ;  for  there  are  yet  five  years 
of  famine ;  lest  thou  come  to  poverty,  thou,  and  thy 


13  That  is,  to  make  you  remain. 

14  A  counsellor, 
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household,  and  all  that  thou  hast.  And,  behold, 
your  eyes  see,  and  the  eyes  of  my  brother  Benjamin, 
that  it  is  my  mouth  that  speaketh  unto  you.  And 
ye  shall  tell  my  father  of  all  my  glory  in  Egypt, 
and  of  all  that  ye  have  seen ;  and  ye  shall  hasten  and 
bring  down  my  father  hither.'  And  he  fell  upon 
his  brother  Benjamin's  neck,  and  wept;  and  Ben- 
jamin wept  upon  his  neck.  And  he  kissed  all  his 
brethren,  and  wept  upon  them;  and  after  that  his 
brethren  talked  with  him.15 

And  the  report  thereof  was  heard  in  Pharaoh's 
house,  saying:  'Joseph's  brethren  are  come';  and 
it  pleased  Pharaoh  well,  and  his  servants.  And 
Pharaoh  said  unto  Joseph:  'Say  unto  thy  breth- 
ren: This  do  ye:  load  your  beasts,  and  go,  get  you 
unto  the  land  of  Canaan;  and  take  your  father  and 
your  households,  and  come  unto  me ;  and  I  will  give 
you  the  good,  of  the  land  of  Egypt,  and  ye  shall  eat 
the  fat  of  the  land.  Xow  thou  art  commanded, 
this  do  ye:  take  you  wagons  out  of  the  land  of 
Egypt  for  your  little  ones,  and  for  your  wives,  and 
bring  your  father,  and  come.  Also  regard  not  your 
stuff;  16  for  the  good  things  of  all  the  land  of  Egypt 
are  yours.'    . 

And  the  sons  of  Israel  did  so;  and  Joseph  gave 


15  Before  that,  they  had  been  so  frightened  that  they  were  not 
able  to  speak. 

ie  That  is,  do  not  trouble  yourselves  about  your  household  goods. 

147 


GENESIS 

them  wagons,  according  to  the  commandment  of 
Pharaoh,  and  gave  them  provision  for  the  way. 
To  all  of  them  he  gave  each  man  changes  of  gar- 
ments; but  to  Benjamin  he  gave  three  hundred 
shekels  of  silver,  and  five  changes  of  garments.  And 
to  his  father  he  sent  in  like  manner  ten  asses  laden 
with  the  good  things  of  Egypt,  and  ten  she-asses 
laden  with  corn  and  bread  and  food  for  his  father 
by  the  way.  So  he  sent  his  brethren  away,  and  they 
departed;  and  he  said  unto  them:  'See  that  ye  fall 
not  out  on  the  way.'  17 

And  they  went  up  out  of  Egypt,  and  came  into 
the  land  of  Canaan  unto  Jacob  their  father.  And 
they  told  him,  saying:  'Joseph  is  yet  alive,  and  he 
is  ruler  over  all  the  land  of  Egypt.'  And  his  heart 
fainted,  for  he  believed  them  not.  And  they  told 
him  all  the  words  of  Joseph,  which  he  had  said  unto 
them;  and  when  he  saw  the  wagons  which  Joseph 
had  sent  to  carry  him,  the  spirit  of  Jacob  their 
father  revived.  And  Israel  said:  'It  is  enough;18 
Joseph  my  son  is  yet  alive;  I  will  go  and  see  him 
before  I  die.' 


17  That  is,  do  not  quarrel  on  your  journey.      Joseph  was  afraid 
that  they  might  blame  one  another  for  having  sold  him. 

18  That  is,  I  want  nothing  more. 
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And  Israel  took  his  journey  with  all  that  he  had, 


and  came  to  Beer-sheba,  and  offered  sacrifices  unto 
the  God  of  his  father  Isaac.  And  God  spoke  unto 
Israel  in  the  visions  of  the  night,  and  said :  'Jacob, 
Jacob.'  And  he  said:  'Here  am  I.'  And  He  said: 
'I  am  God,  the  God  of  thy  father;  fear  not  to  go 
down  into  Egypt;  for  I  will  there  make  of  thee 
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a  great  nation.  I  will  go  down  with  thee  into 
Egypt;  and  I  will  also  surety  bring  thee  up  again; 
and  Joseph  shall  put  his  hand  upon  thftie  eyes1.' 

And  Jacob  rose  up  from  Beer-sheba ;  and  the  sons 
of  Israel  carried  Jacob  their  father,  and  their  little 
ones,  and  their  wives,  in  the  wagons  which  Pharaoh 
had  sent  to  carry  him.  And  they  took  their  cattle, 
and  their  goods,  which  they  had  gotten  in  the  Jand 
of  Canaan,  and  came  into  Egypt,  Jacob,  and  all  his 
children  with  him;  his  sons,  and  his  sons'  sons  with 
him,  his  daughters,  and  his  sons'  daughters,  and  all 
his  children  brought  he  with  him  into  Egypt. 

All  the  souls  belonging  to  Jacob  that  came  into 
Egypt,  that  came  out  of  his  loins;  la  besides  Jacob's 
sons'  wives,  all  the  souls  were  sixty-six.  And  the 
sons  of  Joseph,  who  were  born  to  him  in  Egypt, 
were  two  souls ;  all  the  souls  of  the  house  of  Jacob, 
that  came  into  Egypt,  were  seventy. 

And  he 2  sent  Judah  before  him  unto  Joseph,  to 
show  the  way  before  him  unto  Goshen3;  and  they 
came  into  the  land  of  Goshen.  And  Joseph  made 
ready  his  chariot,  and  went  up  to  meet  Israel  his 
father  to  Goshen;  and  he  presented  himself  unto 

1  That  is,  he  will  close  your  eyes  when  you  die. 
la  That  is,  that  were  descended  from  him. 

2  Jacob. 

3  A  province  of  Egypt  which  is  very  near  to  Palestine. 
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him,  and  fell  on  his  neck,  and  wept  on  his  neck  a 
good  while.  And  Israel  said  unto  Joseph:  'Now 
let  me  die,  since  I  have  seen  thy  face,  that  thou  art 
yet  alive.' 

And  Joseph  said  unto  his  brethren,  and  unto 
his  father's  house4:  'I  will  go  up,  and  tell  Pha- 
raoh, and  will  say  unto  him :  My  brethren,  and  my 
father's  house,  who  were  in  the  land  of  Canaan, 
have  come  unto  me ;  and  the  men  are  shepherds,  for 
they  have  been  keepers  of  cattle;  and  they  have 
brought  their  flocks,  and  their  herds,  and  all  that 
they  have.  And  it  shall  come  to  pass,  when  Pha- 
raoh shall  call  vou,  and  shall  sav:     What  is  your 


4  Famih 
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occupation?  that  ye  shall  say:  Thy  servants  have 
been  keepers  of  cattle  from  our  youth  even  until 
now,  both  we,  and  our  fathers;  that  ye  may  dwell 
in  the  land  of  Goshen;  for  every  shepherd  is  an 
abomination  unto  the  Egyptians5.' 

Then  Joseph  went  in  and  told  Pharaoh,  and  said : 
'My  father  and  my  brethren,  and  their  flocks,  and 
their  herds,  and  all  that  they  have,  are  come  out  of 
the  land  of  Canaan;  and,  behold,  they  are  in  the 
land  of  Goshen.' 

And  from  among  his  brethren  he  took  five  men, 
and  presented  them  unto  Pharaoh.  And  Pharaoh 
said  unto  his  brethren:  'What  is  your  occupation?' 
And  they  said  unto  Pharaoh:  'Thy  servants  are 
shepherds,  both  we,  and  our  fathers.'  And  they 
said  unto  Pharaoh:  'To  sojourn6  in  the  land  are 
we  come;  for  there  is  no  pasture  for  thy  servants' 
flocks;  for  the  famine  is  sore  in  the  land  of  Canaan. 
Xow  therefore  we  pray  thee,  let  thy  servants  dwell 
in  the  land  of  Goshen.'  And  Pharaoh  spoke  unto 
Joseph,  saying:  'Thy  father  and  thy  brethren 
have  come  unto  thee;  the  land  of  Egypt  is  before 
thee;  in  the  best  of  the  land  make  thy  father  and 
thy  brethren  to  dwell;  in  the  land  of  Goshen  let 

5  The  Egyptians  used  to  worship  cows  and  oxen,  and  would  not 
allow  any  one  to  raise  cattle.  But  Joseph  hoped  that  Pharaoh 
would  allow  his  father  and  brothers  to  be  shepherds  in  a  separate 
province,  in  Goshen,  which  was  on  the  border. 

G  That  ?".?,  to  stay  for  a  short  while. 
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them  dwell.  And  if  thou  knowest  any  able  men 
among  them,  then  make  them  rulers  over  my  cattle.' 

And  Joseph  brought  in  Jacob  his  father,  and 
set  him  before  Pharaoh.  And  Jacob  blessed 
Pharaoh.  And  Pharaoh  said  unto  Jacob:  'How 
many  are  the  days  of  the  years  of  thy  life '  V  And 
Jacob  said  unto  Pharaoh:  'The  days  of  the  years  of 
my  sojournings  Ta  are  a  hundred  and  thirty  years; 
few  and  evil  have  been  the  days  of  the  years  of  my 
life,  and  they  have  not  attained  unto  the  days  of  the 
years  of  the  life  of  my  fathers  in  the  days  of  their 
sojournings.'  And  Jacob  blessed  Pharaoh,  and 
went  out  from  the  presence  of  Pharaoh. 

And  Joseph  placed  his  father  and  his  brethren, 
and  gave  them  a  possession  in  the  land  of  Egypt,  in 
the  best  of  the  land,  in  the  land  of  Hameses8,  as 
Pharaoh  had  commanded. 

And  Joseph  sustained  his  father,  and  his  breth- 
ren, and  all  his  father's  household,  with  bread, 
according  to  the  want  of  their  little  ones. 

And  Israel  dwelt  in  the  land  of  Egypt,  in  the 
land  of  Goshen;  and  they  got  themselves  posses- 
sions therein,  and  were  fruitful,  and  multiplied 
exceedingly. 


~  That  is,  how  old  are  you? 
-a.  That  is,  of  my  life. 

8" The  Land  of  Rameses"  was  another  name  for  the  Province  of 
Goshen. 
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And  Jacob  lived  in  the  land  of  Egypt  seventeen 
years;  so  the  days  of  Jacob,  the  years  of  his  life, 
were  a  hundred  and  forty-seven  years.  And  the 
time  drew  near  that  Israel  was  to  die ;  and  he  called 
his  son  Joseph,  and  said  unto  him:  'If  now  I  have 
found  favour  in  thy  sight,  put,  I  pray  thee,  thy 
hand  under  my  thigh,1  and  deal  kindly  and  truly 
with  me ;  bury  me  not,  I  pray  thee,  in  Egypt.  But 
when  I  sleep  with  my  fathers,la  thou  shalt  carry  me 
ojit  of  Egypt,  and  bury  me  in  their  burying-place  V 
And  he  said:  'I  will  do  as  thou  hast  said.'  And 
he  said :  'Swear  unto  me.'  And  he  swore  unto  him. 
And  Israel  bowed  down  upon  the  bed's  head.2a 

And  it  came  to  pass  after  these  things,  that  one 
said  to  Joseph:  'Behold,  thy  father  is  sick.'  And 
he  took  with  him  his  two  sons,  Manasseh  and  Eph- 
raim.  And  one  told  Jacob,  and  said :  'Behold,  thy 
son  Joseph  cometh  unto  thee.'  And  Israel  strength- 
ened himself,  and  sat  upon  the  bed. 

And  Israel  beheld  Joseph's  sons,  and  said:  'Who 
are  these  ?'  And  Joseph  said  unto  his  father :  'They 
are  my  sons,  whom  God  hath  given  me  here.'   And 

1  A  sign  of  solemn  oath ;  as  in  the  case  of  Abraham  and  Eliezer. 
ia  That  is,  when  I  am  dead. 

2  That  is,  in  the  cave  of  Machpelah. 

2a  That  is,  Jacob  bowed  down  to  God  in  thanks,  near  the  bed  on 
which  he  was  Iving. 
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he  said :   'Bring  them,  I  pray  thee,  unto  me,  and  I 
will  bless  them.' 

Now  the  eyes  of  Israel  were  dim  for  age,  so  that 
,he  could  not  see.  And  he3  brought  them  near 
unto  him;  and  he  kissed  them,  and  embraced 
them.  And  Israel  said  unto  Joseph:  'I  had 
not  thought  to  see  thy  face;  and,  lo,  God 
hath  let  me  see  thy  children  also.'  And  Joseph 
brought  them  out  from  between  his  knees;  and  he 
fell  down  on  his  face  to  the  earth.  And  Joseph 
took  them  both,  Ephraim  in  his  right  hand  toward 
Israel's  left  hand,  and  Manasseh  in  his  left  hand 
toward  Israel's  right  hand,  and  brought  them  near 
unto  him.  And  Israel  stretched  out  his  right  hand, 
and  laid  it  upon  Ephraim's  head,  who  was  the 
younger,  and  his  left  hand  upon  Manasseh's  head, 
crossing  his  hands  purposely;  for  Manasseh  was 
the  first-born.  And  he  blessed  Joseph,  and  said: 
'The  God  before  whom  my  fathers  Abraham  and 
Isaac  did  walk,  the  God  who  hath  been  my  shepherd 
all  my  life  long  unto  this  day,  the  angel  who  hath 
redeemed  me  from  all  evil,  bless  the  lads;  and  let 
my  name  be  named  in  them,  and  the  name  of  my 
fathers  Abraham  and  Isaac ;  and  let  them  grow  into 
a  multitude  in  the  midst  of  the  earth.' 

And  when  Joseph  saw  that  his  father  was  laying 
his  right  hand  upon  the  head  of  Ephraim,  it  dis- 


Joseph. 
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pleased  him,  and  he  held  up  his  father's  hand,  to 
remove  it  from  Ephraim's  head  unto  Manasseh's 
head.  And  Joseph  said  unto  his  father:  'Not  so, 
my  father,  for  this  is  the  first-born;  put  thy  right 
hand  upon  his  head.'  And  his  father  refused,  and 
said:  'I  know  it,  my  son,  I  know  it;  he  also  shall 
become  a  people,  and  he  also  shall  be  great;  how- 
ever his  younger  brother  shall  be  greater  than  he, 
and  his  children  shall  become  a  multitude  of 
nations.'  And  he  blessed  them  that  day,  saying: 
'By  thee  shall  Israel  bless,  saying:  God  make  thee 
as  Ephraim  and  as  ManassehV  And  he  set  Eph- 
raim  before  Manasseh. 

And  Jacob  called  unto  his  sons,  and  said: 
'Gather  yourselves  together,  that  I  may  tell  you 
that  which  shall  befall  you  in  the  end  of  days. 
Assemble  yourselves  and  hear,  ye  sons  of  Jacob, 
and  hearken  unto  Israel  your  father/ 

Their  father  spoke  unto  them  and  blessed  them; 
every  one  according  to  his  blessing  he  blessed  them. 
And  he  charged  them,  and  said  unto  them:  'I 
am  to  be  gathered  unto  my  people;  bury  me  with 
my  fathers  in  the  cave  that  is  in  the  field  of  Ephron 
the  Hittite,  in  the  cave  that  is  in  the  field  of  Mach- 
pelah,    which    is    before    Mamre,    in    the   land    of 


4  The   words    "God   make   thee    as    Ephraim    and   as    Manasseh' ' 
are  recited  by  the  Jews  on  Friday  nights  when  they  bless  their  sons. 
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Canaan,  which  Abraham  bought  with  the  field  from 
Ephron  the  Hittite  for  a  possession  of  a  burying- 
place.  There  they  buried  Abraham  and  Sarah  his 
wife;  there  they  buried  Isaac  and  Rebekah  his  wife; 
and  there  I  buried  Leah.  The  field  and  the  cave 
that  is  therein,  which  was  purchased  from  the  chil- 
dren of  Heth.' 

And  when  Jacob  made  an  end  of  charging  his 
sons,  he  gathered  up  his  feet  into  the  bed,  and  ex- 
pired, and  was  gathered  unto  his  people. 

And  Joseph  fell  upon  his  father's  face,  and 
wept  upon  him,  and  kissed  him.  And  Joseph  com- 
manded his  servants  the  physicians  to  embalm  his 
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father5.  A^id  the  physicians  embalmed  Israel. 
And  forty  days  were  fulfilled  for  him;  for  so  are 
fulfilled  the  days  of  embalming6  And  the  Egyp- 
tians wept  for  him7  seventy  days. 

And  his  sons  did  unto  him  according  as  he  com- 
manded them.  For  his  sons  carried  him  into  the 
land  of  Canaan,  and  buried  him  in  the  cave  of  the 
field  of  Machpelah,  which  Abraham  bought  with  the 
field,  for  a  possession  of  a  burying-place,  of  Ephron 
the  Hittite,  in  front  of  Mamre. 

And  Joseph  returned  into  Egypt,  he,  and  his 
brethren,  and  all  that  went  up  with  him  to  bury  his 
father,  after  he  had  buried  his  father. 

And  when  Joseph's  brethren  saw  that  their  father 
was  dead,  they  said:  'It  may  be  that  Joseph  will 
hate  us,  and  will  fully  pay  us  back  for  all  the  evil 
which  we  did  unto  him.'  And  they  sent  a  message 
unto  Joseph,  saying:  'Thy  father  did  command 
before  he  died,  saying:  So  shall  ye  say  unto 
Joseph:  Forgive,  I  pray  thee  now,  the  wrong  of 
thy  brethren,  and  their  sin,  for  that  they  did  unto 
thee  evil.  And  now,  we  pray  thee,  forgive  the 
transgression  of  the  servants  of  the  God  of  thy 

5  Embalming  consists  in  preparing  dead  bodies  in  such  a  way 
that  they  can  be  preserved  for  a  long  time.  This  art  was  particu- 
larly well  known  among  the  ancient  Egyptians,  and  some  of  their 
dead,  bodies,  called  mummies,  may  still  be  seen  today  in  the 
museums. 

6  That  is,  the  embalming  took  forty  days. 

7  That  is,  they  appointed  public  mourning  for  him. 
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father.'  And  Joseph  wept  when  they  spoke  unto 
him.  And  his  brethren  also  wept  and  fell  down 
before  his  face;  and  they  said:  'Behold,  we  are 
thy  bondmen.'  And  Joseph  said  unto  them:  'Fear 
not;  for  am  I  in  the  place  of  God8?  And  as 
for  you,  ye  meant  evil  against  me;  but  God  meant 
it  for  good,  to  bring  to  pass,  as  it  is  this  day,  to 
save  many  people  alive.  Now  therefore  fear  ye 
not;  I  will  feed  you,  and  your  little  ones.'  And 
he  comforted  them,  and  spoke  kindly  unto  them. 

And  Joseph  dwelt  in  Egypt,  he,  and  his  father's 
house;  and  Joseph  lived  a  hundred  and  ten  years. 
And  Joseph  saw  Ephraim's  children  of  the  third 
generation;  the  children  also  of  Machir  the  son  of 
Manasseh  were  born  upon  Joseph's  knees.  And 
Joseph  said  unto  his  brethren:  'I  die;  but  God  will 
surely  remember  you,  and  bring  you  up  out  of  this 
land  unto  the  land  which  He  swore  to  Abraham, 
to  Isaac,  and  to  Jacob.'  And  Joseph  took  an  oath 
of  the  children  of  Israel,  saying:  'God  will  surely 
remember  you,  and  ye  shall  carry  up  my  bones  from 
hence.' 

So  Joseph  died,  being  a  hundred  and  ten 
years  old.  And  they  embalmed  him,  and  he  was 
put  in  a  coffin  in  Egypt. 


8  That  is,  am  I  God  that  I  should  judge  your  deeds  and  punish 
you  for  them? 
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